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Walberton, Binsted & Fontwell
in this month’s edition:

• October events 
• Local interviews of residents 
• Welcome back to Coffee Stop 

parish news 
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S.D.L. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Guttering 

Painting 

Building Work 

Cleaning of Conservatories, Patios and Driveways 

Patios Laid 

Decorating 

Renovation 

Plastering 

Fencing 

Groundworks 

Established for Over 20 Years 

Fully Insured (£2 Million Public Liability) 

NOW A MEMBER OF 
THEFEDERATIONOF 

MASTER TRADE 

Call Simon NOW on: 

m: 07760 268 091  t: 01243 605 612 
For more information and testimonials please visit our website: 

www.sdlbuildingservices.co.uk 

www.bygonegardening.com
7 St Johns Close, Aldwick, West Sussex, 

PO21 5RX 

BYGONE GARDENING 
TRADITIONAL GARDENING SERVICES

Trained at Goodwood Estate, working 
under the guidance of The Head 

Gardener, and now with over fifteen 
years of practical experience, Samuel 

Eggins offers the same Traditional 
Skills as those learned by generations 

before him.

Working with some of the most 
influential gardeners has led to a 

wealth of knowledge, which he brings 
to all projects.

A Full Member of The Professional 
Gardeners Guild.

Fully insured.

Contact Samuel on 
01243 828348 / 07786323034

bygonegardening@gmail.com 

THIS SPACE IS 
AVAILABLE FOR 
YOUR ADVERT

You can advertise 
here 

from £90 pa for a one- 
quarter page colour 

advert. 
For further details 

please contact the 
Editor

Contact details available on 
page 60 
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Big firm quality – Small firm prices
Digital TV&Radio  * Satellite dishes  * TV&Phone sockets 

FreeView&FreeSat * TV/DVD setup * Aerial repairs * TV wall hanging RE-TUNES * 
SkyHD & SkyQ * Free quotes * Insured & Guaranteed No call out charge * +30 yr 

exp *  Family run business 

An award-winning Chartered Building Company 
with a well-deserved reputa on 

for professionalism, reliability, high quality 
cra smanship and project management skills.  

Experienced in all types of building projects, 
from large commercial to sensi ve renova on 

of listed buildings, bespoke new-builds, 
extensions and refurbishments. 

Hungerdown, Bri ens Lane, Fontwell, 
West Sussex BN18 0ST Telephone 01243 542056 
Email mar n@msbc.uk.com www.msbc.uk.com 

01243 545697 
www.aerialman.com 

Warren Vaughan 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

For a Professional Decorating Service 
Free Quotations and Advice 

Mobile - 07813 325838 
Telephone - 01243 551595 

Sefton, Manser Road 
Walberton, ARUNDEL 

West Sussex, BN18 0AW 
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Walberton Village Hall: 
Secretary: Maureen Brackley 

 Hall Manager: Fiona Horton 
(For bookings and enquiries) e-mail manager@walbertonvillagehall.org 

Neighbourhood Watch Walberton Co-ordinator: 
Laurie King 551938/07710 521373 

Village Friends:  07925 217843 
Community Minibus Service: Mary Lewis 552292 
  Cherry Jay 551818 
Walberton, Binsted & West Barnham Sick Poor Fund: 

Secretary: Vanessa Church 554872 
Walberton & Binsted C of E School: 

Head Teacher: Laura Brockhurst 551398 
 PTA Co-chair: Emma Huxtable, Natalie Hollands 
 PTA Secretary: Hélène Martin 
Walberton Pre-School: Helen Baxter 555922 
  Mandy Foulds 555922 
Community Playcentre @ Walberton: 
 Chairman: Catherine Purdie 931848 
  info@communityplaycentre.org 
 Playcentre Manager: Kelly Townsend 931848 

kelly.townsend@communityplaycentre.org 
Walberton Toddler Group: Emily Turner/Cathryn Rahaman 930090 

CLUBS & SOCIETIES: 
Downland Art Society: Alison Woodward 07779 111187 
  web site: www.downland.org 
Five Village Society: Joanna Williams 551524 
Short Mat Bowls Club: Alan Gess 554179
Walberton Allotments Association: Liesma Mezulis l.zulis@btinternet.com
Walberton Cricket Club: Chairman: BJ Smith 07712 893155 
Walberton Beavers and Cubs: Mark Guy     mark@1barnhamscouts.org.uk 
The Art Society Boxgrove:  

General Enquiries (Chair): Marian Webb 01903 884442 
 Membership: Elaine Clarke 555644 
Walberton History Group: 
 Chairman: Vince Cooper 551544 
 Membership Secretary: Andy Gilham 681470 
Walberton Gardener’s Club: Liz Hewson - Chairman 07785 307487 
Walberton Players:  

Secretary: Jane Hayler 552882 
Wednesday Afternoon Club: 

Secretary: Ann Wells 555893 
3rd Wednesday of the month 2.15pm 

CONTACTS All numbers start with 01243 unless otherwise stated 
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CONTACTS All numbers start with 01243 unless otherwise stated 

VICAR OF WALBERTON AND RECTOR OF BINSTED:
Rev. Tim Ward 551488 

Church Office: (Tuesday to Friday 9.00am - 11.00am) 552792 
e-mail: walberton.stmarys@uwclub.net

Office Administrators Jill Whitelock 
 Carole Edwards 

ST. MARY’S WALBERTON
Parish Readers: Julie Allday  544615 

Kevin Durban-Jackson 542222 
Deanery Reader: Esther Langrish 551704 
Assistant Bishop: Rt. Rev. Michael Langrish 551704 
Churchwardens: Jean Strickland 552825 

  Steven Phillips 828346 
Assistant Churchwardens: Andy Blumer 945491 

  Kevin Durban-Jackson 542222 
PCC Secretary: Susan Martineau 555778 
PCC Minute Secretary: Alison Surrell 

 PCC Treasurer and Gift Aid: Tom Evans 544672 
Bell Ringers: Colin Spencer 824952 

 Organist/Choir Leader: Andrew Naylor 07973 800796 
 Church Flowers List: Elizabeth Gammon 01903 882722 
  Pauline Blumer 945491 

MU Secretary: Jean Lane 544204 
2nd Thursday of the month, 2pm  e-mail:bernardlane@hotmail.com 

 Pastoral Coordinator   Gaye Reynolds 552415 

ST MARY’S BINSTED
 Churchwardens: Carolyn Coles 814608 
  Penny Hadley 07771 554755 

Assistant Churchwarden: Kate Mills 07925 982432 
PCC Secretary: Sue McNaughton 543410 
PCC Treasurer: Edward Martineau 07725 033763 

PARISH NEWS:
Editorial and Advertising:Andy Harris and Sandra Cooke  

  e-mail:  
  parishnews@stmaryswalberton.org.uk 

Distribution & Subscriptions: Susan Martineau 555778 

OTHER LOCAL CONTACTS
Walberton Baptist Church: Pastor Ray Brinkley 542388 
Walberton Parish Council:  
 Chairman: Suzanne Clark 543766 
 Clerk: Andy Peppler 554528 

e-mail: clerk@walberton-pc.gov.uk 
Office opening hours: Tuesday & Thursday 9.00am to 12.30pm
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Adver sements in this magazine are accepted in good faith but neither the editor nor Walberton 
Parochial Church Council can accept any liability with regard to any service or goods offered 
howsoever arising. In the same way  ar cles and content  do not necessary reflect the  views or 
opinions of the above  organisa ons. 

IN THIS MONTH’S PARISH NEWS
WWW.STMARYSWALBERTON.ORG.UK
COVER PICTURE: RIPENING HARVEST

Page Article 

6 Services on line at St Mary’s 
 7 Letter from the Vicar 
 8 PN team profile; From the Parish Records 
 9 The Holly Tree interview 
 10 Walberton Baptist Church 
 13 Community Playcentre 
 14 Walberton Gardeners Club 
 14 -15 ‘Open Gardens’ report 
 16 Mothers’ Union 
 17 Walberton History group; Recipe of the month 
 18-19 Walberton Pre-School 
 20 ‘Welcome to Walberton’ interview 
 21 Walberton Village Hall; September quiz answer 
 22 Diary Page; Community Minibus Service 
 23 Noticeboard 
 24 The Binsted Bugle 
 25 How can we help? 
 26 Note for diary; Wednesday Afternoon Club 
 27 Snowdrop Christmas cards 
 28 Walberton Neighbourhood Watch 
 29 Arun Choral Society 
 30 Downland Art Society 
 32 Books You May Enjoy 
 33 Harvest Event 
 34 Shoe box appeal 
 36 Prayer Diary for October 
 37 Sarah Waights interview 

 38 Parish Council News 
 39 Walberton Players 
 40 Join us, Arun Choral Society 
 42-43 Childrens page  
 44 Help for Scout Group 
 45 Prayer request for Afghanistan 

 47 JustDifferent 
 49 St Wilfrid’s news; Saab 96 
 59 Deadline for the November Parish News  Sunday October10th

 60 Contacts
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ORGANISATIONS OFFERING HELP
Mothers’ Union 01243 552825 Jean Strickland 
Village Friends 07925 217843 Meg Brackley 
Wednesday Afternoon Club 01243 555893 Ann Wells 
Parish Clerk 01243 554528 * 
St Mary’s Church Office 01243 552792 * 
  * Answerphone checked daily 

ST MARY’S WALBERTON WITH BINSTED 
SERVICES IN CHURCH & ONLINE AT ST MARY’S

Sunday Services in October  

3 October Walberton Harvest Festival  
9.00am Online Harvest Festival  
9.00am Binsted Holy Communion BCP   
10.30am All Age Harvest Festival 
6.00pm Holy Communion with Baptism CW 

10 October Trinity 19 
9.00am Holy Communion CW  
10.30am Morning Praise  
6.00pm Evening Prayer BCP 

17 October Trinity 20 
9.00am Online Holy Communion CW 
9.00am Matins BCP 
10.30am Informal Communion 

24 October Trinity 21 
9.00am Holy Communion BCP with hymns 
10.30am Morning Praise  
6.00pm Evening Prayer BCP 

All Saints Sunday  
9.00am Holy Communion said BCP  
10.30am All Age Communion  
4.00pm In Grateful Memory for the bereaved 

CW = Common Worship  
BCP = Book of Common Prayer 1662  

Please wear a mask when singing indoors.   
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PARISH NEWS DEADLINE FOR THE NOVEMBER ISSUE

SUNDAY OCTOBER 10TH

All contributions must be in by this date, any received after this may be 
held over until the next issue. Thank you for your co-operation. 

Contributions for the Parish News may be submitted as follows:- 

* email: parishnews@stmaryswalberton.org.uk 

*  hard copy by post to the Church Office for the attention of the editor 

Church Office:- William Booker Yard, The Street, Walberton, 

Arundel, BN18 0PF Tel. 01243 552792 

(opposite Walberton & Binsted CE Primary School) 

Office Hours:- Tuesday to Friday 9.00am-11:00am email: 

walberton.stmarys@uwclub.net 

Out of Office Hours:- Rev. Tim Ward, St. Mary’s Vicarage,  

The Street, Walberton, 

Arundel, BN18 0PQ Tel. 01243 551488 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Free delivery in Walberton, Binsted and Fontwell

If you would like to receive a copy of the Parish News each 
month please fill in your name and address below and send it to:- 
The Church Office, William Booker Yard, The Street, Walberton, Arundel, 
BN18 0PF                                                          EMAIL...................................................... 

NAME .............................................................TEL. NO................................................ 

ADDRESS......................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................... 

POST CODE...................................................... 

Annual subscription ~ £10.00 or £18.00 by post (if you live 
outside of Walberton, Binsted or Fontwell) 

Cheques payable to Walberton PCC 
Or by BACS Account Name: Walberton PCC Sort Code:  60-01-18 
Account Number:  67502865 Ref: ‘PNEWS (your surname)‘    
If paying by BACS please email your details (Name, Address, ‘Phone 
number and Post Code) to:
Susan Martineau, Parish News Distributor  
Tel: 01243 555778     email: susan@edmart.plus.com
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Counselling, Psychotherapy, Mindfulness 
With experienced local therapist Amanda Ashman-Wymbs 

BA(Hons) Counselling Bacp accredited and registered 

(British assoc for Counselling and Psychotherapy) 
Tel 01243 814507 Mob 07790215127

amandaashman@hotmail.co.uk 
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LETTER FROM THE VICAR

Praise The Lord of the Harvest 
Harvest is a time of celebrating God’s goodness to us. It is so 
tempting to take his provision for granted. To me it is one of the most 
joyful moments in the year. 

I will give thanks to thee, O Lord, among the peoples; 
I will sing praises to thee among the nations. 

For thy steadfast love is great to the heavens, 
thy faithfulness to the clouds. Psalm 57 v9,10 

Do bring harvest goods to the church which can be given to 
Littlehampton Food Bank The following are requested uht milk , 
sugar, squash & uht fruit juice, rice pudding & custard, tinned fruit, 
instant coffee,  hot chocolate, deodorant & soap, Shampoo & shower 
gel, jam, peanut butter etc.     
As we continue to restore our normal services, our Harvest Festival will 
have a focus on Climate Change ahead of COP 26 with resources 
from Tearfund, one of the largest Christian relief agencies. We will 
invite people to sign their reboot declaration which is part of the 
Climate Coalition including Christian Aid, Cafod, The Salvation army 
and the National Trust See:  https://www.tearfund.org/forms/reboot-
declaration  
 After our PCC away day on 16 October we will be reporting to the 
congregation on our Mission Action Plan for next year which will be 
presented to the bishop at the end of November. This is an 
opportunity for us to try new things and to consider how we can 
each play a part in serving the church and community.  We are 
encouraged to plan how we can be more open, more generous.  
At the end of the month on All Saints Sunday we have a special 
service for the bereaved where we invite everyone for whom we 
have held a service in the last two years to come and light a candle 
in memory of someone they have lost. All are welcome. If you would 
like your loved one’s name read out please contact the office 
552792 or add it to the list at the back of church on the day. 

Rev Tim Ward, Vicar 
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FROM THE PARISH RECORDS ~ Walberton 
 Burial of Ashes Aug 2 Penelope Joan Hornak  
  Aug 6 Josephine Ann Swaffield 
  Aug 20 Kenneth Cox 
 Wedding Aug 21 Adam Warner & Elizabeth Clack 
 Renew of Wedding Vows 
  Aug 22 Lauren Winch & Elliott Winch 
 Burial of Ashes Aug 25 Eirwan Garraway 
 Burial  Sep 7 May Robinson 
 Wedding Sep 11 Emily Jane Davis &  
   Jack David Williamson 

Your new Parish News Team profile 

Each month we will be telling you a little bit more about our new 
team. This month it is Peter Brown. 

I have lived in Walberton for 51 years and twenty years ago, I 
retired from my work as Head of Countryside Management for 
West Sussex County Council. My wife, Liz, and I have throughout 
that time been worshipping members of St 
Mary’s – as were our daughters before they 
left home. I did three stints as church 
warden. I have also been a Parish 
Councillor and a school governor and have 
always tried to contribute to Walberton 
community affairs. I hope that the Parish 
News will develop a wider readership and 
use modern technology to reach all 
branches of our community. 
Communication is the key to bringing 
communities together. 

Peter Brown 

AN OCTOBER PRAYER
Lord, I pray for our farmers at this harvest time, please bless their 
hard work in feeding us all,  in Jesus’ name Amen.  
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Tree surgeons don’t simply cut trees 
down. We consider the health of the 
tree and balance what is best for it with 
any Tree Preservation Orders and the 
needs of its owner before we make any 
recommendations. Apart from 
standard tree work such as removal, 
raising or lowering of the crown, 
pruning and branch removal, we offer 
several garden services. We are NPTC 
quali ied (National Pro iciency Tests 
Council) and have £2m public liability 
insurance. Like many tree surgeons we 
recycle most of our green waste locally 
at a specialist recycling plant. We are 
based just outside Arundel and have 
our own coppice woodland from where 
we supply irewood. 

ASHWOOD TREE 

SURGERY
All aspects of tree surgery 

Stump removal 

Hedge cutting 

Fencing 

Landscaping & Turfing 

1 ⁄  &  ton mini digger hire 

Logs 

Free estimates and advice 

Covering all of West Sussex

01903 723710 

07714 165171 
Find us on Facebook 
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The Holly Tree 
This month we have picked one of our 
leisure businesses within the parish to find 
out a little more about the people 
running it.  We hope to be covering them 
all in the next year.  This month it is the 
Holly Tree pub in Walberton. 
 Walberton`s only remaining pub, The 
Holly Tree, has existed under this name 

since at least 1867 but was recorded as a pub from about 1845. If 
anyone in the village has any old pictures of the pub, these would 
be of great intrest. In recent years, it has been a popular venue but, 
with the opening up of hospitality sites post lockdown and, more 
importantly, fresh enthusiasm in its management and staff, it can 
now look forward to even better 
times. 

The present manager is Nick Doyle, 
known to many in his role as Head 
Chef. He has been in the 
hospitality business for 10 years 
and has worked in familiar venues 
in the area including the White 
Swan and Bay Tree in Arundel and 
the George at Burpham. Both his 
mother`s and father`s families lived 
in Yapton for many years, with the 
former owning the Post Office for most of the last century. His 
grandfather was Postmaster there during the First World War and 
had to buy a car in order to deliver the mail, after the Post Office 
horse was requisitioned for service with the Army! 

Nick now believes that it is time for the Holly Tree to change back to 
a more conventional pub style, with good pub food such as home-
made pies, changing to real ales, including more traditional drinks 
like brown ale on offer and a regular Happy Hour. He is also 
planning a Winter Menu and live music every two weeks. Following 
on from the success of the recent French Night, there will be regular 
Theme Nights, the next one, in October, will be a Sussex Night, with 
local favourites like Sussex Smokies and Finnies! 

The hospitality industry is facing a shortage of staff and the training 
courses for new specialists are attracting fewer and fewer entrants. 
Although these challenges continue, Nick feels that the Holly Tree 
can look forward to increased business from the new attractions 
planned in the pub, as well as from the growing population moving 
in to occupy many new houses being built in the area. 

John Boldero 
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WALBERTON BAPTIST CHURCH

 October 
Morning Services at Walberton Baptist Chapel on the 3rd (Harvest), 
17th and 31st at 10.30am. 
Joining Westergate Christian Fellowship in Eastergate village hall  
on the 10th and 24th at 10.30am. 

What God has joined together… 

On Saturday the 4th of September, my wife and I celebrated our 
Golden Wedding Anniversary. How quickly fifty years can slip by! As 
we look back, for many of us the wedding day itself can be a bit of 
a blur with so many things happening that it is difficult to take them 
all in. So much attention is given to the bride and the dress she is 
wearing along with the flowers, bridesmaids and hats, of course. 
Caught up in the excitement of the occasion, the significance of the 
marriage ceremony itself can be overlooked and we may not give it 
the attention it deserves.  
So in view of this I thought I would include the words that are usually 
spoken in Church before the vows are made. “Dearly beloved, we 
are gathered here today in the presence of God and before this 
congregation to join together this man and this woman in marriage. 
Marriage is a holy estate instituted by God and commended in 
Scripture as honourable to all who enter it lawfully and in true 
affection. It was confirmed by Christ's solemn words and hallowed 
by His gracious presence at the marriage feast in Cana of Galilee 
and is set forth by the Apostle Paul as signifying the mystical union 
between Christ and His Church.  
Therefore, it ought not to be entered upon lightly or unadvisedly, but 
thoughtfully and reverently, duly considering the causes for which it 
was ordained. It was ordained for the hallowing of the union 
between man and woman so that, the natural instincts and 
affections being directed aright, they should live in purity and 
honour. It was ordained for the increase of mankind, and that 
children might be brought up in the fear and nurture of the Lord. It 
was ordained for the companionship, help, and comfort which 
husband and wife ought to have of each other. It was ordained for 
the welfare of human society, which can be strong and happy only 
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Reflexions
Ladies’ Health and Beauty Therapy Clinic

Indian Facial Rejuvenation, Reflexology, Indian Head Massage,
Thermo-Auricular Therapy (Hopi Ear Candling), Annemarie Borlind Facial 

Treatments (New Organic Skin Care), Manicure, Pedicure, Waxing, Lash & Brow 
Tinting. Gift Vouchers Available. 

For more information or an appointment call Pam on Fontwell (01243) 814648 

                  “Beauty on the outside comes from the inside” 
Ladies Only Local Authority Registered 

PRH Garden Services
Friendly, reliable service. Fully insured.

Services include lawn cutting and care, hedge cutting, fence 
repairs, jet washing and all general garden maintenance.

Call Paul: 07772 563065 / 01243 587905 or  

Email: prhgardenjobs@gmail.com  

www.facebook.com/PRH-Garden-Services 
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where the marriage bond is held in honour. Into which holy estate 
these two persons come now to be joined.” Reflecting on these 
words, should help us to appreciate just how important the marriage 
relationship really is. It is the most amazing privilege and gift that God 
has given to men and women, and He is greatly glorified when it is 
lived out as He intended. The inevitable question is, “What does a 
marriage require to be successful? Well obviously many things, 
including love, companionship, commitment, maturity, faithfulness, 
patience, understanding and respect – some might even add 
endurance! What doesn’t work is selfishness, a ‘me first attitude’, and 
insisting on my own way. The prophet Amos said, “Can two walk 
together unless they are agreed?” I think the crowning glory that the 
Lord has given to men and women is to be able to create other 
human beings in their own image! And what an awesome 
responsibility training and teaching them as they grow up to live 
fruitful lives and make a worthwhile contribution to society. 
 I was present when my daughter was born, and I have often 
reflected on the fact that the seeds of her own children were 
already present in that tiny little girl. With this incredible arrangement 
that God has ordained for us, what could possibly go wrong? 
Judging by the number that falter, a great deal. Besides some of the 
things I have described, there is a part of our make-up that is not 
properly understood or taken into consideration – even by the 
Church! Sexual expression is not only a physical experience, but it 
also has an immensely significant spiritual dimension, and it affects 
our lives in ways that we are not even conscious of. This intimate, 
sensitive and very delicate area has the potential for great good or 
great harm. Our greatest enemy in this generation is the 
pornographic material that is spewed out on the internet corrupting 
minds and destroying relationships. 
 In Ephesians chapter 5 from verse 22, the Apostle Paul has 
beautifully captured the balance necessary in a marriage 
relationship. After exalting women to submit to their own husbands, 
he then says, “Husbands love your wives – just as Christ also loved the 
Church and gave Himself for her…” that means it is totally safe for 
the woman to trust the man because he will do all in his power to 
safeguard and care for her interests! That is love! Not the idea of 
domination that is such a distortion of the truth.                   

 Pastor Ray.
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PRO-FOREST 
Suppliers since 1997 of 

Seasoned logs, sawn & machined timber 
and fencing. 

All our timber has been felled, processed (and trees replanted) by 
ourselves, working entirely in local woodlands. Our firewood has 

been independently audited and complies with all the new 
Government requirements. 

ALSO  
Tree felling and woodland management 

Please contact Andrew M Cossar B.Sc on 
 01243 814706 / 07767 607524
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Arundel Road, Walberton 
Arundel BN18 0QP 

T: 01243 814301 
M: 07799576294 

A warm welcome awaits
Kevin & Sue welcome you to stay at their family 
run B&B which is set in a lovely large garden. 

It is a great base from which to explore West Sussex.
Currently offering 2 ground floor rooms with 

personal entrances giving guests a ‘safe’ place 
away from home.   

Call or email with any questions... 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
Email: bookings@woodacre.co.uk 

www.woodacre.co.uk 

FOOT CARE PRACTITIONER 
JILL CANAVAN MCFHP (DIP)

Member of the Association of Foot Health Professionals 
Routine Treatment Corns, Callosities, Hard Skin 

Wax Bath Treatment, Excellent for Tired Feet, Arthritis 
Nourishes & Increases Circulation, Softens Skin

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE 
PHONE: 01243 553433; MOBILE: 07857 829464 

SHARON’S CLEANING SERVICES 

No Time for Cleaning,  
Ironing, Bed changing?

Reliable and Trustworthy
Call 07523 747316
References supplied if required. 
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What a beautiful sunny September it has been! The Playcentre 
children have enjoyed playing in the sunshine, exploring the 
beautiful surroundings and loved getting out again for walks in the 
village. The children visited a baby pigeon’s birds nest (known as 
Squabs) which they found very interesting, also picked apples from 
a nearby apple tree and made a delicious apple pie!  

We have all been very excited as we 
approached the beautiful autumnal 
season. We can start to see the leaves 
change colour and fall from the trees, 
and the nights becoming darker much 
earlier.  

It has been wonderful to hear that our 
recent pre-school leavers have settled 
into their new schools brilliantly. And 
the playcentre have also welcomed many new little faces, they 
too have settled in very well. The playcentre staff have been 
focused on the children’s emotional well-being, following the 
lockdown. The Playcentre have created a sensory area, for each 
child and key worker to find time to sit quietly and help them settle 
back in.  

Thank you to everyone who took part in our summer raffle. We had 
some great prizes to give away, including fishers farm tickets, a free 
hair cut, flip out tickets and a free months gym membership. Well 
done to those who won! And a huge thank you to all the 
companies who kindly donated the raffle prizes to us.  

The nursery is full for the September 2021 term, if you would like to 
enquire about availability in 2022 we advise to get in touch as soon 
as possible. Contact us on:  01243 931848 or email at 
info@communityplaycentre.org

Natalie 
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WALBERTON GARDENERS CLUB
 Oh! What a summer! As soon as the children break up for the 
holidays, the weather change to dull, chilly and miserable, then as 
they returned, there’s a mini heatwave. What do we expect, this is 
England and we’re gardeners so we can blame the weather for 
everything. 
We held a very successful afternoon Cream Tea in the Pavilion and 
would like to thank the members who supported us. Because of this 
we are holding a Coffee and Cake morning on Saturday 20th 
November in the Pavilion. 

Have you ever thought of making your own Christmas Holly 
Wreath? If so, then another date for your diary is Saturday 4th 
December when we are holding a workshop in the Pavilion for Holly 
Wreath Making. More details in next month’s magazine. 
The results of the Autumn Show will also be in next month’s 
magazine hopefully together with some photographs. 
I hope it was lots of Gardeners Club Members who opened their 
gardens for Walberton Open Gardens day. The comments about a 
lot of the gardens were amazing. Perhaps it would be interesting to 
ask if members could have a private viewing to look round some of 
these gardens next year. 

Before we start planning next year’s schedule, it would be lovely to 
hear from members exactly what they want. Outings to gardens, 
speakers, demonstrations, social events. Please let one of the 
committee know, or perhaps different classes for the shows! 
Remember there are lots of interesting gardens still open to the the 
public. If you want to visit Wisley just ask me for the Gardeners Club 
RHS membership card to reduce the cost of your entry fee, and you 
don’t have to book in advance. 
Don’t forget to plant your indoor hyacinths if you want them in 
bloom for Christmas, and of course they make great presents. 

Liz Hewson  Chairman

‘OPEN GARDENS’ BRINGS THE SUNSHINE BACK TO WALBERTON

Sunday 5th September was the day that Walberton enjoyed the 
long awaited, favourite, village event: Open Gardens Day.  The sun 
shone - not too hot - the owners excelled in the presentation of their 
beautiful gardens, the people came in their hundreds, quantities of 
plants were bought, while Pimms, Cream Teas and gentle Jazz music 
were greatly enjoyed. 

On behalf of the Open Gardens group of Walberton Village Hall, A 
GREAT BIG THANKYOU to all the garden owners who participated in 
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a very successful event; and to all those willing souls who gave up 
much of their 'day of rest' to manage it and to help make it 
enjoyable for the surprisingly large number of visitors. 

That it was a most successful 
day is testified by some of 
the comments we’ve 
received - “We were so 
pleased that the sun shone 
on your extensive efforts to 
produce such a colourful, 
interesting and 
heartwarming day on 
Sunday and we proffer to 
you heartfelt thanks for 
enabling us to share such joys and riches.  WE would say too how 
wonderfully welcoming, courteous, patient and informative were our 
hosts and hostesses on the day.  This added greatly to the pleasures. 
 Many thanks to you all.” 
“Thank you for a magnificent effort last Sunday. It was one of the 
very best Open Garden Days - not only in numbers but in the very 
happy and relaxed atmosphere bringing the community together" 
"You and your team’s  hard work really paid off. Lovely gardens. 
Lovely guests. Lovely garden owners”.  

Together with the garden owners who provided the fundamental of 
the event, special acknowledgement is due to the sponsorship of 
Sims Williams, to Slindon Council for provision of the mini-bus, to Mike 
Tristram’s Walberton, Binsted and Fleurie nurseries for wonderful 

donations of plants; likewise 
to Japonica & Greenwood nurseries 
who similarly gave magnificently, to 
Greenacre Nurseries and the 
Village Florist.  A special mention 
must also be made of Ian 
Llewellyn’s Blue Moon Trio, whose 
gentle, evocative music painted 
the perfect backdrop to a lovely 
afternoon.  Finally, a special thanks 
to the team of Glenn Stone, who 

was responsible for all the design of publicity and the superb 
programme, to Fiona Horton for managing the logistics, to Nick 
Horton, principal driver of the mini-bus, to Peter Frogatt for organising 
the Plants and to Ray Lever and Kevin Durban-Jackson 
for undertaking all the other thankless tasks essential to the event, 
but which are only noticed in their absence. 

Richard Strickland 
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Mothers Union Blue.  
Our members often refer to ‘Mothers Union Blue’ amongst 
themselves and we all know what we mean. It’s there on the badges 
and the T-shirts.  But just what particular shade is it, exactly?  Azure? 
Cobalt?  Royal?  And why was this particular colour adopted for the 
MU logo?  I have tried asking fellow members and the answers I get 
are pretty vague.  “Something to do with the Virgin Mary?”  Hmm. 
Many pictures and icons of Mary the Mother of God show her robed 
in red and/or in shades of blue which range from Indigo to 
cornflower. The robe and cloak on Leonardo’s Virgin of the Rocks 
looks almost black in some images.     

 Some clever members of the Walberton branch are proposing to 
make a new banner. I wonder if they will be consulting Mary Sumner 
House for guidance on their colour ‘palette’?  They haven’t done so 
yet, it seems, but, no worries, I’ve looked it up for them.  The official 
‘House Style’ Guide on the MU website informs us that the shade of 
blue in the MU logo is ‘Pantone 3963’.   Somewhere on the spectrum 
between Cobalt and Royal Blue.  Not quite Oxford nor even 
‘Marian’.  

No explanation why, though, and no further information. MU 
Australia tells us of the symbolism in the MU ‘Tartan’ (yes, tartan.  Who 
knew?): a blue cross outlined in yellow …..  symbolizes the unifying 
Christian faith that is the spiritual heart of the Mothers Union. Outside 
the cross are pale and dark green, symbolizing vegetation zones of 
the different global environments of the world-wide members.  
Beyond the greens, brown and black bands represent the ethnicity 
of the different members.  So maybe the blue just symbolises the 
sea?  Or the sky? 

I emailed ‘communications@mothersunion.org’ to see if they could 
point me in the right direction.  Alas, I received no reply – my query 
was possibly too trivial in stressful Covid times.  I had better luck with 
the archivist for the Mothers’ Union in the Winchester Diocese 
(Chichester doesn’t have one). She took me very seriously but had to 
confess that she did not know the answer and did not know where 
to look. Instead, she posed a new question: ‘I’ve always wondered 
why the African ladies adopt a uniform’ she said.  Interesting.  I might 
explore that one another time.   

If I turn to the history of blue paint, I read that blue was the most 
expensive colour to reproduce in Renaissance times.  It was 
obtained by grinding up Lapis Lazuli, a precious stone found only in 
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Latest News from St Wilfrid’s Hospice 

Make A Will Fortnight 2021   
4th - 15th October  

* Make your wishes known 
* Help your family and friends 
* Protect your partner’s rights 
* Give your assets to the people and  
causes you care about 
A will is vital to ensure that your money and possessions are 
distributed according to your wishes. Several local firms have kindly 
agreed to take part by writing, or amending, standard Wills free of 
charge. Instead of charging you a fee they will ask you to consider 
making a donation to the Hospice.  
1 in every 4 patients the Hospice supports is funded by these gift in 
wills, so any gift large or small is greatly appreciated.  
To register your interest online at stwh.co.uk/mawf. 

Saab 96 1964
I was very fortunate recently to have the opportunity to drive a 
1964 Saab rally car.  It was a very interesting car in that the engine 
was a 2 stroke, very similar to a 
motor bike. The car was very 
successful in the mid 60’s rally scene 
and the moment you drive it the 
car’s heritage becomes very clear.  
Although only a small engine 850cc, 
about the same size as an old mini, it 
has a performance that hides this 
fact. I apologise to any residents 
who heard me leaving my house 
early in the morning as the noise is, 
let’s say distinctive.  
Although this not one of the factory 
rally cars it was a copy released to 
the general public in light of their rallying success. Many people 
may well have memories of these nippy little cars on the RAC rally 
during the 1960’s.  One distinctive feature is the spotlight on the top 
of the car for navigators to see road signs and checkpoints during a 
rally, as it is operated from inside the car. 

Andy Harris 
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mines in Afghanistan, ie faraway places beyond the sea (ultra 
marinus).  This therefore became the colour to use for royalty and for 
Mary, Queen of Heaven.  Association with the sky and sea would 
naturally follow.  A fortuitous and fertile combination.   

But I am still puzzled as to how ‘Mother’s Union Blue’ got to be that 
particular blue, brighter than the blue in any Renaissance painting of 
Mary.  Maybe the clue lies in pre-Raphaelite paintings - more 
contemporary with Mary Sumner.  It may be significant that over the 
oak front doors of Mary Sumner House, built in 1925, there is an 
‘overlight with terracotta panel of the Annunciation, in manner of 
Della Robbia’. The figures are actually white.  It is the background 
which is blue, the right shade of blue, perfectly matched on either 
side by the MU shop window blinds.   But was this already ‘Mother’s 
Union Blue’ when the panel was installed or did it become Mother’s 
Union Blue later?  I still don’t know the answer.  If you can tell me, 
please let me know.    

Susan Mar neau

Walberton History Group

Presents an illustrated talk by Peter Frogga  

"Buried Secrets - Some Tales from a Portsmouth Cemetery" 
Thursday 28th October 2021 @ 7.30 pm  
In the Pavilion, Walberton playing field 

Non members £3 - including a raffle cket 

Recipe of the month - DANISH APPLE CAKE
6 cups of breadcrumbs (6-8 slices depending on the thickness of 
the slices) 
375g butter  
8tbs caster sugar 
600g cooking apples  
Peel, chop and cook apples with 12tbs of 
water until they become pulpy. 
Fry breadcrumbs with butter and sugar 
until they become golden brown. 
Line an 18cm (7”) cake tin with baking paper and then layer 
breadcrumb mix and then apple mix – starting and ending with 
breadcrumbs. 
Bake in an oven at 180C (gas mark 4) for 25 minutes until golden 
brown. 
Delicious served warm with thick double cream.  

Sandra Cooke 
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Fun, Friendship and Learning at Walberton Village Hall, 
where we have secure outdoor areas to explore, 

discover and learn 

www.walbertonpre-school.co.uk  contact@walbertonpre-school.co.uk 

Our experienced, caring, friendly and qualified staff will treat your child 
as an individual and support you both to make those important first steps 

towards independence and ‘big school’.
“It’s truly a special place where children feel loved and nurtured.”

Pre-School enjoying the 
fun of their mud 
kitchen. 
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Angelcare Wheelchair community transport
A Family run company providing a top quality transport service …

We are a family run domiciliary care 
company with a range of experience 
in care. 

At Angelcare we have a variety of 
different services to offer from 
personal care and 
companionship. 

Office; Unit F, William Booker Yard, The 
Street, Walberton, Arundel, West 
Sussex, BN18 0PF 

Call today on 01243 952400 
www.angelcaresouthernlimited.co.uk 

A brand new community transport service 
to West Sussex. 

We provide transport to and from all - 

Medical appointments 

- Hair/ beauty appointments 

- Work/school runs 

- Shopping 

- Social and domes c trips 

- Day ou ngs 

We have wheelchair access cars available 
for wheelchair users. 

We provide a drive and stay service where 
our driver stays with you and drops you 
back home safely. 

Call today for all bookings on 01243 

952400. 

Unit F William Booker yard, The 
Street, Walberton, Arundel, West 
Sussex BN18 0PF 

Angelcare Southern Limited
Providing top quality person centred 

care for those in their own home 

Angelcare Wheelchair community transport
A Family run company providing a top quality transport service …
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company with a range of experience 
in care. 
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Street, Walberton, Arundel, West 
Sussex, BN18 0PF 

Call today on 01243 952400 
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Angelcare Southern Limited
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I seem to have bumped into a lot of people over the summer who 
have agreed that the year seems to be flying by.  How can it be 
time to start another academic year??  Oh, I know, isn’t it true that 
the schools go back after Summer when the weather improves – 
and wasn’t that true for this year!!   

It means that our newly refurbished outdoor play area has been able 
to be really appreciated by the children – we now have a huge new 
digging pit in the Owls Class garden (the one in the Robins Class 
garden is so popular, we decided to make another one).  The 
children love to dig for treasure and dinosaur bones (which the 
‘teacher fairies’ put there) and it’s a great place to make volcanos 
and source mud for making pies… which we are doing much more 
of in the new and improved mud kitchen…  

Maybe you came and explored, as ours was one of the ‘Open 
Gardens’ in Walberton this year?   

We’re now going to get the children to help us to make further 
improvements – we want to get them really taking part and being 
creative and we’re going to be continuing to reuse and upcycle 
objects… I can’t wait!  

Of course, many of our children left us in July to go on to their Big 
Schools.  It’s lovely to see the Walberton & Binsted children give us a 
wave as they pass on their way to school in the morning. And of 
course, we now have space to welcome new children and their 
families.  We’re still keeping many of our Covid safety precautions – it 
seems sensible to continue to err on the side of caution, but we were 
delighted to host a ‘stay n play’ for our new families before the start 
of term.  This was really successful, not only because we all had a 
great time, but because the children have been so confident to 
come into pre-school.  After two days this week, I’ve had an email 
from a Mummy; “Can he come for another morning please?  He 
loved it so much!  We weren’t expecting him to be banging on the 
door in the mornings to be let in!”  What a lovely thing for us to 
hear… 

Helen Baxter 
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Welcome to Walberton!

Louisa Hughes is a `newby` to the village, 
having moved here earlier in the year with 
her husband, her 3 year old son and 5 
month old daughter. 

She moved here from Chichester for several 
reasons, the attractiveness of the village, its 
surroundings with its two churches, the 
nearby station at Barnham and the cycle 
routes in the district. In addition, she is 
pleased to have a house with a garden, at 
prices somewhat lower than in Chichester 
and to have the appropriate schools available for her children, 
ready for them to start in the next few months. 

She is also looking forward to having a dog, not possible in her 
previous home and, with one, she thinks that the many and various 
walks from the villages will be particularly enjoyable. As a farmer`s 
grand-daughter, the activities in the countryside surrounding the 
village are very familiar and enjoyable to her and her son is 
particularly keen on tractors! Other activities in the village like 
amateur dramatics, choirs and art societies will appeal more as 
family priorities allow.  

Louisa is impressed by the availability of all of this but feels that the 
villages lack a good coffee shop and/or bakery, for which there 
could be a strong demand. More significantly on the downside, 
there are uncertainties; the A27 route and a huge planned increase 
in new housing have the potential for spoiling the beauty of our 
area, while not necessarily providing the Affordable Housing, which is 
an important reason for these latter developments. 

All in all, though, it is the attractiveness of the area, the range of its 
features and activities and the friendliness of the villagers which most 
impress Louisa as a newcomer in our midst. 

John Boldero 

Seventy years ago, on 31st 
October 1951, zebra crossings 
were introduced officially in the 
UK.  The first one was in Slough, 
Berkshire. 
The black and white striped 
pedestrian crossings were 
approved, with their flashing Belisha beacons.  

Prayer needed for our Christian brothers and sisters 

As the Taliban tighten their grip on Afghanistan, Release 
International has warned that attacks on Christians are likely to rise 
across the region. 
One church leader in Afghanistan said Christians were living in 
great fear. Some who worked for the government now face 
reprisals, and any identified as Christians could be killed. Christians 
risk betrayal, even from their own family members. 

The church in Afghanistan already faced sharp persecution, even 
before the Taliban advance. That church is invisible and must 
operate underground in this land where Muslims who change their 
faith are breaking the law and considered to have betrayed their 
communities. 

To be exposed as a Christian is to risk being charged with apostasy, 
which is punishable by death or imprisonment. There have also 
been honour killings of Christians by their families. 

One of the communities worst affected by the Taliban is the Shia 
Hazara minority, which has been especially responsive to the 
Christian message. 

In May 2021, the Taliban bombed the Sayed Ul-Shuhada High 
School in Kabul, killing at least 85, mainly schoolgirls. The previous 
year the Taliban staged a shooting at a maternity clinic, killing 
women, children, and babies. 

It was the Pakistan Taliban who shot 15-year-old Malala Yousafzai 
for going to school and telling the world about it in a blog. 

Thousands of Afghans, including Christians, are now seeking refuge 
in neighbouring Pakistan. But the Taliban are growing in influence 
there, too. Before the Afghan president fled, he accused Pakistan 
of permitting thousands of jihadi fighters to cross its border to 
support the Taliban. 

Through its international network of missions, Release International is 
active in some 25 countries around the world, supporting pastors, 
Christian prisoners and their families. 
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WALBERTON VILLAGE HALL

Well, the sun did indeed shine on the Open Gardens event and we 
were very thankful for that. It was lovely to be part of something that 
felt very positive for the village and it seemed that all the visitors had 
a great day. Richard has written in this month’s magazine to thank 
everyone for their contribution which was very successful for the 
Village Hall. 

I’m now moving on to the Bonfire Night organisation, which is only 8 
weeks away, so there is a lot to do! This year it will take place on 
Sunday 7th November. As always, we are looking for volunteers to 
help on the night, mainly for car parking or marshalling duties. If you 
wish to help out and get involved, please do contact me on the 
email below. We are always grateful for volunteers and if nothing 
else you will get a great view of the amazing fireworks. 

In other news, we are pretty much back to normal now after the 
summer break and the hall is very busy with regular and private 
bookings. I’m hoping to get the maintenance schedule back on 
track in the coming months, so it does finally feel like we are getting 
back on our feet and fingers crossed the outlook is looking very 
positive. 

If you do wish to get in touch, please call on 01243 554448 or email 
me manager@walbertonvillagehall.org

 Many thanks                                                          

 Fiona Horton 

September’s Quiz  

‘Where in the parish is this ecclesiastical gentleman?’ 

The Answer was Binsted church gate. 
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COMMUNITY MINIBUS SERVICE
We are able to start the service again on the following dates in 
October: 

Thu 7th  Littlehampton 
Thu 14th Sainsbury’s Bognor 
Thu 21st Squires Garden Centre 
Thu 28th  Sainsbury’s Chichester 

Door to Door Escorted Service: For bookings and enquiries  
please call:- 
Mary Lewis 07946 523969 

Volunteer drivers needed, for a few hours a month. 
Please contact Mary for more information.

REGULAR EVENTS

Friday 
Outreach Post Office 9.00am [p.23] 
Coffee Stop 10.30am [p.23]

DIARY FOR OCTOBER
Oct 2 1.30pm Downland Art society meeting [p29] 
Oct 15 2.15pm Wednesday Afternoon Club [p.26] 
Oct 23 7.30pm Arun Choral society concert [p.29] 
Oct 28 7.30pm Walberton History Group Talk [p17] 

FUTURE EVENTS
Dec 11 7.30pm Arun Choral society concert [p.29] 
Feb 24-26 TBC Walberton Players ‘The Cat & Canary’  
    [p26] 
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Foodbank Donations

Don’t forget, 

you can still donate items to the Foodbank.  

The need continues and ‘The Village Florist’ 

have offered to collect items on an ongoing 

basis.  See the notice on their door.  Thanks 

very much. 

Remember tinned fish, meat, fruit, pasta sauces,veg, 

and dry foods like pasta, including , cereals, also 

toiletry items, toilet rolls and nappies.  The longer the 

Best Before date the better.  No fresh food please. 

NOTICEBOARD

OUTREACH POST OFFICE
Don’t forget that the Outreach Post Office is open every Friday from 9.00am to 12.00 midday. All the usual Post Office services are available, including cash/currency.  As busy as ever do please support Tracy as she provides this invaluable service to our community.  Greetings cards also available.

FRIDAY COFFEE STOP IS BACK! 
Do come and join others at the pavilion for coffee and biscuits from 10.30am to 12.00 noon.  
We will be Covid complliant:  
• Limited indoor seating, (outside if weather permitting)  • Table service 
• Biscuits and sugar in sealed packs 

All products used will be fair trade and any surplus funds will go to MacMillan  in October. Cost is £2 PP 

HELP WANTED: If you can help the team, please let Jean Strickland know. 
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The Binsted Bugle 

Suppressed bat surveys and the Grey bypass route 
In May 2021 I discovered two key bat surveys, through a Freedom of 
Information request, that were performed by Highways England 
(HE)’s consultants in 2019.   (HE are now called National Highways – 
I’ll continue with HE for the moment.)    The surveys were sent to me 
by mistake as a result of an FOI request for something else.    HE has 
not published the 2019 surveys, and it left them out of the decision-
making process. 

Importance of the 
surveys  
We know that the new 
Preferred Route for the 
Arundel Bypass, the 
Grey route, 
announced in October 
2020, cuts across an 
area of international 
importance for bats: 
we have fourteen 
species, including 
Bechstein and 
Barbastelle, both 
protected species, and 
the very rare Alcathoe.   
Overall, the surveys 
confirm that bats, 
including rare ones, go everywhere in the area south-west of 
Arundel – including the farmed countryside, with its hedges and 
ditches, the tree-lined lanes, the wet valleys and streams, the small 
woods, the floodplain, villages and people’s houses.     

Illustrations show radio-tracked bats ranging from the woods across 
the Grey route, as far south and west as Yapton, Barnham, Fontwell, 
Tortington, and Ford, and several use the remote, lush Binsted Valley 
as a route from the woods to foraging areas in the south.   To put a 
dual carriageway through this area would seriously disrupt this vital 
connectivity and cause many bat deaths. 

The new legal action 
The surveys were not presented as part of the August to October 
2019 consultation on routes: the only bat information given then was 
based on the three ‘old’ routes from the 2017 consultation, called 1, 
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3 and 5A.   No bat information was offered on the two new routes, 
Magenta and Grey, which were further south and west than the old 
routes.   And the new surveys were not, according to HE, taken into 
account in the choice of the Grey route as Preferred Route, 
announced in 2020.   That decision was based on the 2017 and 2018 
surveys for the ‘old’ routes - 1, 3 and 5A.     

In June I started a new legal action against the Grey route – based 
on these facts – but have now withdrawn it, because HE claims that 
even if its procedure was wrong, the decision would have been the 
same if it had taken the new surveys into account.   This is not 
something that can be decided in the courts.    

However, their legal bundle contained some useful documents 
arguing their case, and consultant Jackie Thompson has pointed out 
that their arguments are false.   Walberton Parish Council are 
pursuing the effect of the Grey route on bats as part of its arguments 
against the Grey route and the documents may come in useful. 

HE itself has stated that it will be difficult to get a ‘bat licence’ from 
Natural England for the Grey route.   As well as all the other damage 
the route would do – to communities, landscape, and heritage – the 
damage to bats should be another rock which shipwrecks this 
devastating route. 

Emma Tristram 

HOW CAN WE HELP?
For the next month St Mary’s is praying especially for residents. 

October -Church Lane and Walberton Park.

If you would like prayer for any needs you might have phone 
Jean Strickland (552825) or email prayer@stmaryswalberton.org.uk

Next Month …We will be having a theme in the Parish 
News of Sport,  
focusing on all the 
different sports and 
sporting activities 
happening in the parish. 
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON CLUB

Our mee ng this month is Oct 15th and we look forward to Bernard Lane 
coming to give us a talk on 'Energy, Economy and the Environment'. Please 
do join us, guests very welcome. We meet the third Wednesday of the 
month in the small room at the rear of the 
Village Hall at 2.15pm. There will be our usual 
sales/book table, tea and biscuits. 

For further information please contact Ann 
Wells 555893.   

Notes for the diary..
Please make sure you put these events and dates in the diary.. 
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keep our village tidy then please get in touch with the clerk, Andy 
Peppler. 

Welcome 
This month we are delighted to welcome 
Sam Wicks to our team of Parish 
Councillors.  He is a serving Royal Navy 
Officer and lives in Walberton with his wife 
and daughter. 

Andy Vawer - Walberton Parish Council

PACT  Autumn  Lecture – Friday 15th October 7.30pm at St Mary’s 
Church, Petworth, GU28 0AD 

Petworth Area Churches Together (PACT) have invited James 
Mildred, Chief Communications Officer of CARE, to speak on 
‘Parliament and The Church’ 

(CARE stands for  Christian Action  Research & Education. ) 
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

Thank you to all of the residents who made it to our (several times 
rescheduled) Annual Parish Meeting in September.  It was good to 
see everyone and it was another step forward to returning to 
normal post Covid. 

Thefts
There have been reports of two thefts of catalytic convertors from 
cars in our locality.  Thieves are interested in them as they contain 
valuable metals, but replacing them once stolen can be a costly 
affair.  To try to reduce the chances of theft, if you are not able to 
park in a garage, try parking in an overlooked or better lit area.  If 
you can park with the exhaust side of the car close to a fence or 
wall it makes access more difficult.  Vehicles that sit high above the 
road are easier targets.  You can register and mark your converter 
or apply locks or guards – your car dealership can advise further. 

A27 Grey Route
The next Public Consultation for the A27 Arundel Bypass has been 
delayed.  We were expecting it to begin this Autumn but it has 
been moved to Winter 2021 due to difficulties with some of the 
planning.  We hope that problems with the route make it more 
unfavourable and costly and increase our chances of blocking it.  
We will notify all residents by newsletter as soon as we have 
information on the route and consultation plans. 

Anyone for Padel? 
Part of the agreement for the construction of the Avisford Grange 
development is the provision of two tennis courts for the Parish.  
However, with the increase in popularity of Padel tennis there is the 
option of having one conventional tennis court and one Padel 
tennis court instead.  Please let us know what you think!  There is 
plenty of information online about this new sport and a new court 
has just opened in Chichester.  If you have older children or know 
families with older children, we would also like to hear about what 
facilities they would love to have in our villages. 

Walberton Task Force 
The Task Force helps to keep parts of Walberton tidy, including the 
car park and the Pound, by clearing rubbish and tidying and 
cutting back overgrown vegetation.  A number of volunteers have 
retired as they are not getting any younger so we are looking for 
more helpers.  If you are interested in giving a little time to help 
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WALBERTON NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Now that the evenings are getting darker, we'll all have to be more 
alert at securing our homes and vehicles from possible crimes, 
although in the last few years, our three villages have been excellent 
in doing so. Other villages in the surrounding areas have not been so 
lucky and have recorded quite a substantial amount of crime 
considering their size. We must not be complacent however and be 
forever vigilant for suspicious activity and persons. Once again in the 
Slindon Wood Car Park I am sorry to report that an unattended 
vehicle had a rear window smashed and a handbag stolen. This 
occurred on the afternoon of August 17th and the crime number is 
0817 17/8/21.This carpark is being constantly patrolled by both 
National Trust Rangers and the police, but again an item was left in 
view on the back seat. A vehicle theft occurred between 15th and 
16th August where a Landrover Defender Reg. VX09CEO was stolen 
from a driveway in Brittens Lane, Fontwell. Crime number 0279 
16/08/21.If anyone noted anything suspicious regarding either of 
these incidents, please telephone the police on 101 although it is by 
now some weeks ago. 

Be aware of a person who claims to be from a government agency, 
telephoning with regard to the GPS red emergency buttons that 
elderly and frail people can wear. She is targeting the BN postal area 
informing us all that they have a surplus of these items in stock and 
are offering them free of charge while stocks last to anyone over the 
age of 65. Once these have run out you can then purchase one at a 
very competitive price. Of course there will be no free ones and this 
is when bank details will be required ! A resident in Walberton 
received a call, but said her husband was out and wanted to 
consult him first. The person said she would phone back the next day 
but never did. These buttons, as I'm sure everybody knows, have to 
be applied for and recommended by a doctor or family member. 
Just be aware for any vulnerable person who may fall for such a 
scam. I'm amazed that they're talking about anyone over the very 
young age of 65! 

Action Fraud has received over 700 reports from members of the 
public about fake emails purporting to be from the NHS. The emails 
claim to be able to provide people with a "digital passport" that 
proves you have been vaccinated against COVID 19.These emails 
are fake and the links within them lead to a genuine looking website 
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Sarah Waights  Authoress
Sitting in her pretty cottage in the Street in Walberton, novelist Poppy 
Alexander acknowledges that, in her books, there are no short 
heroes.  

You may not know of such a person 
living in Walberton? This is one of the 
pen names of authoress Sarah 
Waights, whose parents and her 
own family have lived in the village 
for many years. Her first Poppy 
Alexander novel was published in 
the UK and the US and has been 
translated into several languages, 
while her third, The 12 Days of 
Christmas, is due out in November. 
She has also previously had 
published a couple of books as 
Rosie Howard, where the fictional 
community of Havenbury is based 
on Walberton and Arundel. 

Her novels fit into a very specific genre, that of the emotional journey 
of the unfulfilled woman and her passage through many story arcs, 
of moves, job changes, health issues, deaths, pets and, most 
importantly, relationships. The first three chapters are particularly 
important, to set the scene and provide the story hooks which will 
attract and hold the reader`s interest. There will be a romantic hero 
as well, but his arcs will have less to explore and his character will be 
less finely drawn. As well as not being short, he will usually be dark 
and generally easy on the eye. 

The plots will be drawn from real life, the story of a disused telephone 
box turned into a village library, all plot devices conforming to a 
descriptive tag, Up Lit, literature of the sunlit uplands, whose prime 
purpose is to boost the mood. Friends look with interest and possible 
alarm, to see if they can identify themselves and there are indeed, 
as seen, Walbertonians who appear in her work! Her inspirations for 
characters comes from acquaintances and also from relatives. She 
emphasizes how important also it is to hear what is being said around 
her and to ensure that the dialogue accurately mirrors the current 
style of the generation of the characters in question. 

Sarah is optimistic for the healthy future of this form of mood-
enhancing fiction for many years to come! 

John Boldero 
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PRAYER DIARY FOR OCTOBER
So do not worry, saying, “What shall we eat?” or “What shall we 
drink?” or “What shall we wear?” … But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  
Matthew 6 v 31, 33  

St Mary’s 

Pray for Tearfund and Farm Africa, the charities we are supporting 
this month, in their work to alleviate poverty and injustice. 

Pray for our children and young people as Sunday school and youth 
activities resume.   

Pray for God’s guidance as we each consider what skills we have to 
offer and for the PCC discussions on the Mission Action Plan during 
their Away Day on 16th October.   

Our Community 

This month we pray for those who live in Church Lane and Walberton 
Park. 

Give thanks and pray for our local farmers and growers.   

Our Nation 

Pray for the government’s new social care initiatives that they would 
make a real difference to those who need and provide care. 

Pray for young people leaving home to study at university for the first 
time and for young people seeking work having finished their formal 
education.   

Pray for food banks amid government plans to reduce the Universal 
Credit top up. 

The World 

This month we pray for Asia.   

Pray for people in Afghanistan who fear for their future.  Pray for 
Afghan refugees seeking to settle in other countries, for their safety 
and long term future.   

Pray for the international response to the new Afghan government; 
may this influence the new regime for the good of the Afghan 
people. 

Pray for the families in Pakistan supported by St Mary’s through 
Barnabas Fund.  Pray for the safety of Christian believers in the face 
of harsh blasphemy laws which can be used against them. 

The Church

Pray for the Archbishops and Bishops as they receive responses from 
the Living in Love and Faith discussions and seek to discern a way 
forward for the Church of England in relation to matters of identity, 
sexuality, relationships and marriage. 

29 

that steals your personal and financial information .If you receive 
such an email, you can report it by forwarding the email to: 
report@phishing.gov.uk. Suspicious text messages can also be 
reported by forwarding them to the number 7726 (it's free of charge) 

Laurie King 
Neighbourhood Watch Village Co-Ordinator 



30 

Some of you may wonder how and when Downland Art Society 
came into existence.  It was founded in a time of national 
emergency,  77 years ago in 1944 and was born out of an Arts and 
Crafts Exhibition organised as part of a fund raising project. The 
purpose was to purchase an ambulance for Barnham during 
WW11.This acted as the spur to a group of local artists to form an Arts 
Society. 

It has remained a vibrant and friendly club with just under 80 
members currently. It is still providing a forum for professional  and 
amateur artists to come together through exhibitions, workshops, 
demonstrations and talks. 

Our next meeting on 2nd October will certainly be popular. 
Members are invited to bring a painting along to be critiqued by a 
visiting artist. The subject this year is "Inland Waterways".The winner, 
the judge's choice, receives the Tom Groom award: a cut glass 
obelisk, which they have the honour of keeping for a year. Tom 
Groom was a well-known local watercolourist, who did some fine 
paintings of 
Bosham 
amongst other 
places. A 
second award 
to be won, is the 
Dominic Carlton 
Sketch Book 
award. This is 
presented to 
the person who 
has kept the 
best sketch 
book over the 
last 2 years. 

Hilary Frame       
( see photo ) painted this winning work in a recent Downland 
monthly competition.  

Visitors are always made welcome. For further information see 
www.downland.org

Liz Brown 
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FOR SALE IN WANDLEYS LANE 

TWO BEDROOM BUNGALOWS WITH GARAGES 
AVAILABLE TO PEOPLE LIVING, WORKING OR 
HAVING CLOSE FAMILY IN THE WALBERTON & 

FONTWELL PARISH* 

AVAILABLE AT £240,000, WHICH IS 75% OF THE 
OPEN MARKET VALUE, UNDER THE LANDSPEED 

SHARED PURCHASE SCHEME. 

PLEASE CONTACT sales@landspeed.uk.com
or 01329 284109 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION. 

Paving colour shown on image has not been finalised. 

*Further conditions apply, please ask for details. 
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For All Your Plumbing 
Needs 

● Bathroom & Kitchen Installation 

● Complete Heating Systems 

● Boiler Breakdowns, Replacement 
& Servicing 

● Power Flushing 

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE FOR 
YOUR ADVERT

You can advertise here 
from £70 pa for a one- 

quarter page colour ‘inside page’ advert. 
For further details please contact the Editor

Details available on page 60 
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BOOKS YOU MAY ENJOY

The Long Call 

by Ann Cleeves

This book is a pleasure both for those who have yet to discover Ann 
Cleeves or are already devotees of her work.    For the former group, 
you may recognise her as the author behind the Vera and Shetland 
TV series and the author of over 30 books. 
The Long Call is a bit of a departure for 
Ann Cleeves; first because it is set in North 
Devon, (where she lived as a child), rather 
than Tyneside, (where she lives now), and 
second because she introduces a new 
detective, DI Matthew Venn. 
The book starts as Venn stands outside the 
church where his estranged father is being 
buried.  He receives a call that the body of 
a man is found on the shore at the mouth 
of the River Taw.   
As you would expect, the book progresses 
to the final denouement where the killer is exposed.  However, as 
with most of her books I did not see it coming but in retrospect it was 
both logical and understandable.   
The book works with three threads: The character of Matthew Venn, 
the crime and its resolution and the country, people, and villages of 
North Devon around Barnstaple. In arriving at its conclusion these 
three interweave to give us understanding of the part each plays in 
the whole. 
The writing apart, what attracts me to Ann Cleeves books is the way 
she gets in behind the closed doors of communities and families.   In 
this book there is of course drama but the sort that could occur, 
often unobserved, in many towns and villages where the unseen 
pressures and conflicts of life and human character lead to more 
obvious consequences. 
Like Ann Cleeves herself, Venn has returned to the area of his 
childhood. Aged 19 he rebelled and escaped from a home 
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constrained by the rules of a strict religious sect, the Brothers.  He was 
cast out by his family and eventually joined the police.   He is now 
married to Jonathan who has created The Woodyard, a community 
hub in Barnstable with a theatre, studio, arts centre, bar and café 
with a day centre for adults with learning disabilities. 
The story involves the Brothers and the Woodyard including the 
adults with learning difficulties and several local families.   All are 
treated sensitively, intelligently and with purpose.    
Venn’s team is small, a very competent detective constable, Jen, 
and a less competent and somewhat gung-ho detective, Ross.   
Venn is clever and dedicated but also lacks confidence especially 
with conflicting pressures from family and his past.   He takes every 
opportunity to keep out of the office where his instincts, knowledge 
of the past and the evidence lead him to the final exposure. 
It is interesting and a tribute to Ann Cleeves that this book and 
another Vera and Shetland series are all in production for TV. 

Patrick Dealtry

Here are some real-life extracts from church bulletins and notices 
that didn’t come out quite in the way intended! 

The church will host an evening of fine dining, superb 
entertainment, and gracious hostility. 

Jumble sale: The ladies of our church have cast off clothing of 
every kind. They may be seen in the basement on Friday 
afternoon. 

Low Self Esteem Support Group 
will meet Thursday at 7pm. 
Please use the back door. 

For those of you who have 
children and don’t know it, we 
have a nursery downstairs. 

At the evening service tonight, 
the sermon topic will be ‘What is 
Hell?’ Come early and listen to 
our choir practice. 


