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ST MARY’S WALBERTON WITH BINSTED

LETTER FROM THE VICAR

SERVICES IN CHURCH AND ONLINE AT ST MARY’S
Sunday Services in April
Sunday 3 April Passion Sunday
9.00am Binsted Holy Communion BCP
10.30am Holy Communion CW
5.00pm Families at Five Service
Sunday 10 April Palm Sunday
9.00am Holy Communion CW
10.30am Morning Praise with Sunday School
6.00pm Evening Prayer BCP
Maundy Thursday 14 April Palm Sunday
6.30pm Holy Communion CW
Good Friday 15 April Palm Sunday
9.30am Walk of witness from the Pond
10.00am All Age service
2.00pm Hour at the Cross
Sunday 17 April Easter Sunday
9.00am Online Holy Communion CW
9.00.am Binsted Holy Communion BCP
10.30am All Age Communion CW
Sunday 24 April Low Sunday
9.00am Holy Communion BCP
10.30am Morning Praise
6.00pm Evening Prayer BCP

ORGANISATIONS OFFERING HELP
Mothers’ Union
Village Friends
Wednesday Afternoon Club
Parish Clerk
St Mary’s Church Office

6

01243 552825
Jean Strickland
07925 217843
Meg Brackley
01243 555893
Ann Wells
01243 554528
*
01243 552792
*
* Answerphone checked daily

Families at Five
As part of our New Beginnings we are trialling a new start time for
our monthly family service on the first Sunday of the month. This will
now be at 5pm on Sunday 3 April. We are aware that families often
have commitments on Sunday mornings so we felt this may open a
door of opportunity for people to worship at a different time. Sunday
3 April is Passion Sunday when our worship is centred around the
cross of Jesus. The service will be interactive and aimed at children
throughout with things to do, as for example last year’s Pentecost
and Sea Sunday services were. Sunday school will continue at the
10.30am services on the second, third and fourth Sundays in term
time.
The church is now open at weekends for prayer especially for the
Ukraine crisis. As I write there are negotiations going on and we
need to pray that they may be successful. It seems to me that
President Putin has seriously miscalculated the reception his invasion
would receive both in Ukraine and internationally. A way needs to
be found for him to back down before Ukraine is completely
destroyed. My prayers are particularly with Patriarch Kirill (Cyril) of
Moscow that he will exercise the influence of the Orthodox church
in the direction of peace and justice and not narrow nationalism.
Easter will be a time of rejoicing. Weather permitting, we will worship
outdoors as well as indoors as we did last year. One of the things
that Covid taught us is that the trees and sky are God’s cathedral.
There is a peculiar pleasure in joining with the birdsong in the
worship of the creator. And it was in a garden that our Lord saviour
revealed the resurrection to Mary and the other women. ‘The Lord is
risen.’ ‘He is risen indeed. Alleluia.’

Rev Tim Ward, Vicar
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Talking with…
Each month we ask members of the parish about themselves
and their lives. This month we have asked John Hall. By

Peter Brown

A life in horticulture
John and Anne Hall lived in Walberton for 27 years and played a
prominent part in village life; Anne part owned her business – Curtain
Call - in the village. Their children attended Walberton and Binsted
Primary School. John ran a marathon for the Village Hall and the
family gave great support to the annual bonfire, the annual fete and
anything that needed volunteers.
John started his horticultural career as a child
helping his parents on their smallholding in
Sidlesham before school. He left school at 16
years and at 19 he took on his first nursery at
Shripney. He and Anne then spent 6 years on
a Land Settlement Holding at Birdham
growing the usual basic crops of tomatoes,
lettuce and celery. In 1977 he was able to
take over a part of the Pollards Nursery in
Lake Lane and the family also then moved to
Walberton.
John was clearly a very hard worker and at
each stage built up his knowledge of the art of growing crops at a
profit. His business continued to thrive despite setbacks like the
dreadful hailstorm in 1984 that shattered 10,000 sheets of glass on his
Eastergate Nursery; the Great Storm in 1987 was even worse with
many businesses going to the wall. It was a great lesson to learn,
make sure your insurance is up to date!
John managed to turn adversity into opportunity and was able to
recycle the insurance money into a brand-new nursery at Runcton
(next door to the recently opened Farm Shop). He finally ended his
direct role in growing and set up a very successful consultancy,
helping others to develop or expand their own nurseries. He
describes his whole career as a bit of a roller coaster – he has
enjoyed the many stimulating challenges along the way.
John has been a member of the West Sussex Growers Association for
over 40 years; it exists to represent this industry which is so important
to this region. Over the last 100 years horticulture has developed
enormously and in this part of the country you will find many of the
most advanced nurseries, aiming to produce healthy plants in a
sustainable environment.
However, a major challenge has been Brexit and, more recently,
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COVID. For some years the industry has depended largely on staff
from Central Europe, but that source dried up after Brexit and COVID
further dampened the enthusiasm for immigrant labour. It is no secret
that young people in the West do not enjoy hard physical work in
sometimes unpleasant weather. The problem is further exacerbated
by the recent changes in our democratic profile. For the first time,
there are more people over 60 years of age than under 18yrs. The
whole of Europe is short of workers.
In Chichester and Arun Districts, it is estimated that crops worth over
a billion pounds are grown every year. Salad crops still predominate
plus several large nurseries producing hardy and ornamental plants
for the Garden Centres. The industry here employs more than 10,000
people. It is surprising that the Horticultural Industry has always had to
stand on its own feet and has not enjoyed the grants available to
the farming industry. Despite that, it is a dynamic industry and John is
confident looking to the future.

Samuel Morse died 150 years ago, on 2nd April 1872. The
American artist and inventor is best known for developing a
commercial single-wire telegraph system – and the Morse Code,
with his friend Alfred Vail.
He was born in 1791 in Charlestown,
Massachusetts, the son of Calvinist
preacher and geographer Jedidiah
Morse. He found a great deal of interest in
lectures on electricity, which was then
poorly understood. His parents were
somewhat disconcerted that he also
enjoyed painting miniature portraits.
It was in 1832, while returning by ship from Europe, that Morse had
the idea of a commercial electric telegraph – after hearing a
conversation about the newly discovered electromagnet. The idea
of an electric telegraph had been put forward in 1753, but Morse
believed it could be put into action.
His eagerness stemmed partly from an early tragedy. His first wife
Lucretia was taken seriously ill in 1825 while he was working on a
portrait of the Marquis de Lafayette in Washington, but the message
took ages to reach him by horse messenger. By the time he got
home to Connecticut, his wife was not only dead, but buried.
By 1838 he and Vail had developed the system of dots and dashes
that became known throughout the world as the Morse Code, and
by 1844 the first telegraph line in the United States, from Baltimore to
Washington, was completed, and he sent the first message: “What
hath God wrought?” This had been suggested to him by Annie
Ellworth, the teenage daughter of the commissioner of patents.
In 1871 there was a huge celebration of the telegraph in Central
Park, New York, and Morse sent the final nationwide message on the
day, part of which read: “Glory to God in the Highest; on Earth
peace, goodwill to men.”
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WALBERTON BAPTIST CHURCH
April
Morning Services at Walberton Baptist Chapel on 3rd,
10th, 17th (Easter Sunday) and 24th - all at 10.30am.
Good Friday - Open Communion 10.30am

Easter has a Message for us All!
I am writing this article on the 10th of March, and you won’t be
reading it until the latter part of the month so some of the matters
referred to may be out of date in what is a very fast-moving situation.
Words cannot adequately express the horror we have all felt as we
have witnessed the pain and suffering that the Russian President,
Vladimir Putin, has inflicted on the people of Ukraine, especially after
he had declared to the world that he had no intention of doing such
a thing! His attack on a peaceful independent country on the
borders of Europe has shocked the free world and has already taken
the lives of thousands of innocent civilians including children, the
elderly and the sick, all of whom were just seeking to lead a ‘normal’
life. The invasion has caused devastation to homes, businesses and
infrastructure as well as separating families and causing a huge
humanitarian disaster. Even though the conflict only started on the
24th of February, the United Nations has estimated that two weeks
on, already over two million people have crossed borders into
neighbouring countries and there are likely to be many more in the
coming days. This constitutes a humanitarian crisis of epic
proportions such as has not been seen in Europe since the Second
World War. No one can say what the final death toll will be, but it is
obvious that many lives are being lost on both sides to satisfy one
man’s ambitions. In response, severe sanctions have been imposed
on the Russian economy and military equipment has been provided
to help Ukraine defend itself. We may not take the issue of sin
seriously but the terrifying scenes we have witnessed on our television
screens in recent days are evidence of what it can do.
The apostle John in his first letter chapter 3 and verse 4 states that sin
is lawlessness, and this is exactly what is playing out before our eyes –
lawlessness! Innocent men, women and children being slaughtered
in large numbers. People who have no means of defending
themselves have been the victims of barbaric assaults on their
property and livelihoods. This is what has so grieved the heart of God
throughout history, that His creation has been subject to this kind of
shameful activity. I think we have misunderstood how serious sin
really is and have tried to brush it aside as if it didn’t matter. There
are two instances in Scripture when Moses is used to bring water out
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of the rock to supply the children of Israel and these teach us an
interesting lesson. The first is in Exodus chapter 17 at the beginning of
Israel’s time in the wilderness, where Moses was told by the Lord to
strike the rock with his rod and water would come out. This he did,
water came forth and not much more is said. The second occasion
was shortly before entering the Promised land and this account can
be found in Numbers 20 where matters were more complicated.
Again, complaints were made against Moses and Aaron for the
difficulties the people were enduring, and suggestions were made
that they would have been better off had they remained in Egypt.
Moses had just lost his sister, Miriam, and was losing his temper with
this ungrateful rabble! The instructions were that he and Aaron
should gather the congregation together and speak to the rock
whereby it would yield water. No mention of hitting it. However, in his
understandable frustration, Moses took things into his own hands and
said, “Hear now you rebels! Must we bring water for you out of this
rock?” Then Moses lifted his hand and struck the rock twice with his
rod. Water came out abundantly and the congregation and their
animals drank. All seemed well and the crisis was averted, but then
the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron saying, “Because you did not
believe Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel,
therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have
given them.” Wow! After all that they had achieved, they were not
going to make it to the final destination – not on earth, anyway. You
and I may feel that what Moses did was trivial in the circumstances,
but God saw it very differently. This is what I mean when I say God’s
view of sin and ours can be very different. We might excuse it and
sweep it under the carpet thinking it insignificant, but He cannot. It
must be dealt with and the only cleansing agent in the whole of the
universe that can deal with our sin is the blood of Jesus. Nothing else
can remove the stains that sin produces in the human soul. The war
that is raging at the moment is a stark testimony to the fact that we
humans are a flawed creation that, in our natural state, is not fit for
heaven. We cannot help ourselves and need God’s mercy and
grace to rescue us so that we can be transferred from the kingdom
of darkness to the Kingdom of God’s beloved Son. This is what the
Gospel does if we embrace its invitation to repent and believe in
Jesus. Easter is about the extraordinary lengths to which God went to
save us from the power that, without His help, will ultimately destroy
us. Now is the time to take Him seriously.
The death and resurrection of Jesus guarantees our future security
but like the thief on the cross, we have to ask for His help and put our
faith in Him. That thief said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when You
come into Your Kingdom.” “I say to you, today you will be with Me in
Paradise,” was the reply! (Luke 23 v 42 & 43) By that request, the thief
in his dying moments was able to snatch victory from the jaws of
defeat! Glory be to God!
Pastor Ray
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PRO-FOREST
Suppliers since 1997 of
Seasoned logs, sawn & machined timber
and fencing.
All our timber has been felled, processed (and trees replanted) by
ourselves, working entirely in local woodlands. Our firewood has
been independently audited and complies with all the new
Government requirements.
ALSO
Tree felling and woodland management
Please contact Andrew M Cossar B.Sc on
01243 814706 / 07767 607524
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Walberton Cricket Club Pre-season report
With spring in the air, thoughts once again turn to the
cricket season. Walberton Cricket Club are looking forward
to playing a full summer of cricket in 2022. We can be fairly confident
that the club has been playing every year since it’s formation in 1869
with only an enforced break in the 1940s during the Second World
War. The Covid pandemic threatened to derail the 2020 season but
as soon as lockdown was lifted village cricket resumed across Sussex
in July 2020.
Fortunately, the 150th anniversary celebration was completed in
2019 before we had even heard of corona virus. Many will fondly
remember the match against the MCC at the end of June 2019. It
was pleasing that day to see so many friends of the club, past
players and others from the village who were discovering the club
for the first time.
We are always welcoming of anyone who wants to become
involved with the club as a player, official or supporter. We play
friendly fixtures against other local village sides every Sunday
afternoon from the end of April to the end of September. The games
are played in a good spirit and usually feature a wide range of
playing abilities and ages. Our fixture list this year features many long
standing games against local sides such as Slindon, Madehurst,
Amberley and Watersfield. We also play larger league sides such as
Littlehampton, Worthing and West Chiltington who field Sunday
teams with players from their different Saturday XIs.
Highlights this year include the ten over village tournament played
on the beautiful Arundel castle ground on Thursday 2nd June at the
start of the Platinum Jubilee weekend. The Sunday of that same
weekend we play a home game against Stansted House as part of
Walberton’s jubilee celebrations. We hope for a fine summer’s day
and a good attendance from the village. We are also playing a
memorial game on Sunday June 26th at home against Arundel
Grasshoppers. The game serves as a memorial to Roy Jackson and
Murray Springer both of whom have passed away in recent years
but were such an important part of Walberton Cricket Club.
We enjoyed a successful season in 2021 greatly helped by some
talented younger players to compliment the older players. 29
different players represented the club in 2021 and we welcome
anyone who wishes to play even if they can only commit to a few
games across the summer. At the end of this season we have
contracted an outside groundsman for a major overhaul of our
wicket which bodes well for the future of the club.
The season gets underway on Sunday April 24th with a game against
Aldwick CC. We intend to put the nets up at the start of April and
start Friday evening practice. (Continued on page 52)
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WALBERTON GARDENERS CLUB
The growing season is well and truly here, but it’s not too late for
Dahlias!
Don’t forget if you want to try growing Dahlias we are lucky to have
Alan Humphrey as a member of our club. He has kindly agreed to
come and show us how to grow Dahlias and share with us all his tips
to produce prize winning blooms.
This talk is free to members and a small charge or £3.00 to non
members. Refreshments will be available.
Growing Dahlias. Friday 22nd April 7.00pm. Small village hall.
We look forward to seeing you, and who knows, you may be
winning the Dahlia Cup at the Autumn Show.
Leonardslee Gardens Tuesday 24th May.
Coach leaving the Village Hall at 1.00pm
This garden is famous for its Rhododendron and Azaleas. The
beautiful grounds, after some years of
neglect have been restored to their
former glory and are better than ever.
There are numerous pathways that
lead down to the lakes. Of course
there is a Tea Room.
We have to book this well in advance
so please contact Brenda Bailey 07881
552 980 or bbailey93@btinternet.com if
you would like to join us. Non Members
very welcome.
The cost of the trip is £27.00. That
includes entrance to the gardens and the Woods Coach. The coach
cost has sadly increased since our first enquires due to the enormous
fuel costs. If you tried to book as an individual on a coach trip to
Leonardslee it would cost you considerably more!
April is a good time to visit another local garden, Highdown. This has
also had a lot of improvements, and yes there is a Tea Room.
Jobs to do in your Garden in April
• Sow hardy annuals and native wildflowers to fill gaps in borders.
• Make sure your greenhouse is clean and mould-free, and open
vents on warm days to promote good air circulation.
• Keep the lawn trimmed and tidy with regular cuts.
• Aerate your lawn and apply a combined feed, weed and moss
killer to get it into condition for summer. Repair bare lawn
patches
• As the soil starts to warm up, now’s a good time to plant
perennials for beautiful colour that will come back year after
year.
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Trim English lavender, taking care not to cut back into old wood.
Prune forsythia once it finishes flowering, cutting stems back by a
quarter of their length.
Sow tomatoes, squashes and courgettes in compostable
pots indoors.
Plant second early potatoes in early April and main crop
potatoes towards the end of the month.

Because of the press date, we can’t give you results of the Spring
Show or the outcomes of the Annual General Meeting but these will
appear in next month’s Parish Magazine. If your desperate to find
out, you can always go to the website.
www.walberton-gardeners-club.com
Let’s hope that the sun shines and it only rains in the hours of
darkness.
Happy gardening.
Liz Hewson Chairman

The Boat Race - Saturday 3rd April 2022
This month begins with one of the world’s
oldest and most famous amateur sporting
events: The Boat Race.
First raced in 1829 by crews from Oxford
and Cambridge Universities, it is considered
the epitome of amateur sport, and each
year attracts more than 250,000 spectators
to the banks of the Thames, as well as
many millions more on television.
The Boat Race is raced along what is
called the Championship Course, which is over 4.25 miles of tidal
Thames in West London, between Putney and Mortlake. This year will
see the 167th Men’s Boat Race and the 76th Women’s Boat Race.

Trivia question of the month
What is the name of the horse that
has spots on its body?
Answer on Page 19
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Local businesses - Walberton's Outreach Post Office

At our last meeting we enjoyed a talk on Meditation as our
scheduled speaker was unable to be with us due to Covid . We
enjoyed a chat with tea.
Trying to plan is sometimes difficult and I am sure we are not the only
group having to change everything at the last minute.
Our committee will be meeting and discussing the way forward.
Our April meeting is on 7th April and we will welcome Sarah Waights,
a local author who lives in Walberton, I am sure she will know about
meeting deadlines.
Visitors are always welcome so do please join us we meet in the
small Village Hall at 2pm. Meetings are usually on 2nd Thursday
each month.
Further information please ring 544204 (Jean Lane)

Get Moving and Active now Spring is here!
One thing you need to put at the top of your list this Spring is to
simply MOVE.
Whether you like gardening, cycling,
jogging, walking or any other activity,
make certain that you do some of it every
day.
As Prof James Goodwin, of the Brain
Health Network in London explains, “Only
25 per cent of our ageing – both physical
and mental – is determined by our DNA.
The other 75 per cent is lifestyle and our
environment, over which we have a lot of
choice.”
He goes to explain that aerobic exercise
indirectly stimulates the brain, and thus rejuvenates it. “Prolonged
daily sitting down is the enemy of brain health.”
Prof Goodwin also advises people to develop a healthy routine and
stick to it. “Constantly varying bedtimes, drinking and eating
excesses, and irregular habits are bad for you.”
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We all look forward to seeing Tracy
Cosentino's smiling face behind the Post
Office counter each Friday morning.
However, most people probably do not
realise that running the Walberton
Outreach Post Office, is just a small part
of Tracy's weekly role.
Tracy is actually employed by the Alfold
post office in Surrey, but her work
includes the Walberton outreach (or
satellite) service as well as similar sessions
at Bury Hill, Cowfold,Slinfold, Ockley and
Plaistow. We are very fortunate to have the weekly session here.
When our village post office closed, the parish council put much
pressure on Royal Mail for our village to continue to have a post
office facility. When asked, Tracy was initially reluctant to take on
yet another outreach service so far from home, but finally agreed to
do so. She feels she made the right decision and was presented with
a special community award for services during lockdown, having
been nominated by appreciative villagers.
Tracy's experience of post office matters is vast. She joined the
service aged 16 at the Crawley office, then moving to Billingshurst
which became the first post office to be privatised. This was
followed by working at many different branches, and she went on to
train postmasters/postmistresses across the whole of the south east of
England, becoming the youngest trainer in the country at the age of
26. Tracy really enjoys interacting with people, so working at
management level would not appeal to her.
Interestingly, for about 6 months, Tracy left the post office to become
an air hostess. She did not enjoy this. Whatever skills are needed to
be an air hostess, Tracy missed "using her brain" and doing the
mental calculations.
Not surprisingly, Tracy has many stories to tell about life in the post
office. Working in a village like Walberton is very different from
working in some more built-up areas. She was particularly inspired
by the courage of the postmistress in Reigate who foiled a potential
robber using just her handbag!
So what does Tracy do to unwind at the end of the day? She has
two jack russells she enjoys taking for long walks She also likes going
to the races with her husband who is a farrier.
Travelling to Italy to visit relatives from her father's side of the family is
popular too. So now that travel is opening up for us again, don’t
forget that you can order travel money from Tracy as well as retaxing your car and using the banking and general services provided
by the post office each Friday.
Sue Cox
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Fun, Friendship and Learning at Walberton Village Hall,
where we have secure outdoor areas to explore,
discover and learn

Our experienced, caring, friendly and qualified staff will treat your child
as an individual and support you both to make those important first steps
towards independence and ‘big school’.

“It’s truly a special place where children feel loved and nurtured.”
www.walbertonpre-school.co.uk contact@walbertonpre-school.co.uk

When the batter was stirred, whisked and ready to cook, Mandy
took it into the kitchen. The children could observe her cooking
safely through the hatch. Now, Mandy used to be a professional
cook in a previous life, and she is very good at tossing pancakes!
The children loved seeing them flying up and landing safely in the
pan. But they loved it even more when Mandy got carried away,
flipped the pan really high and the pancake hit the ceiling and fell
on the floor – oops! (All on purpose, of course).
I didn’t work the morning session at pre-school on this day; I came in
later to be there for the afternoon session. The children were really
keen to tell me about their morning and were absolutely buzzing to
tell me what had happened. But Mandy had asked them not to tell
me about getting the pancake on the ceiling and the floor because
it would get her into trouble with me. Bless their hearts, they didn’t
tell!!
I thought the big secret was that there were pancakes for me to eat
that afternoon. So I didn’t eat them because the children didn’t say
that they were there for me… Doh!!
Later that same week a little boy said to me “Helen, I love your blue
eyes”… bless him – but “my eyes aren’t blue” I replied. He stared
hard at me, “oh no, they’re um, what colour are they?” “They’re
kind of greeny brown” I answered. “And your teeth are yellow”
chirped another little angel!
Helen Baxter

Walberton History Group
Present an illustrated talk by Gwendolyn van Paasschen
I hope this month’s article gives you a little respite from the terrible
things that are happening in our world… (I wanted to type ‘grown
ups world’ there, but then the Russians bombed a mother and
childrens hospital…)
For a short minute or two, come with me
on a journey to Walberton Pre-School…
Picture the scene… it’s Shrove Tuesday;
Pancake Day. The children are beside
themselves at the thought of eating
pancakes. The excitement has been
escalating for a few days. Now, us
teachers at pre-school are only human
and we cannot make 40 pancakes ready
to serve at the same time, so we cheat
and buy some ready made ones… but we also make a batch of
pancake batter with the children helping. It’s always great to do
some real cooking with the children, and they love it.
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(owner of Denmans gardens)
"The history and future of Denmans Gardens From Glorious Disarray to Controlled Disarray"
Thursday 28th April at 7.30 pm In the pavilion,
Walberton playing Field
All are welcome - free admission
For more information about membership please
contact our membership secretary on 01243-681470

Trivia question of the month - Answer
Appaloosa
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WALBERTON VILLAGE HALL

We had a lovely holiday during half term but driving through storm
Eunice was something I don’t want to repeat! Thankfully there wasn’t
any serious damage at the Village Hall, just a small piece of guttering
had blown off. Thank you so much to Jean Strickland for covering for
me while I was away, it’s much appreciated.
I have heard from lots of people in the village that the Walberton
Players production was fantastic, so well done to all of those
involved and we look forward to hearing what they are planning to
do next at the hall.
An update on the replacement of the front doors, after getting a
few quotes we have decided to go with Outside Interests as their
quote was very competitive and we try to support local businesses
wherever we can. They are coming to replace the doors on the 22nd
March, so after that I will be issuing new keys to our regular hirers. This
has been a good opportunity to start again with our list of
keyholders, so we can be confident of who has a key and how
many are being redistributed within a group or society. This is
something we need to be a lot tighter on going forward.
We have now fixed a date for our AGM, which will be held on
Monday 9th May at 7.30pm in the main hall. I will be putting up
posters during April to try and get the word out to as many in the
Village as possible. Glenn (our Secretary) will be writing to all our
regular hirers in due course inviting them to come along and also
asking if anyone would like to become a Trustee to represent their
group. So please put the date in your diary as it would be nice to
have a good turnout.
The last of the COVID restrictions have now been lifted in regards to
the running of the Village Hall, test and trace has ceased and
wearing a mask is now a personal choice, which feels like a great
step forward and we can now operate as normal. We do still have
Monday evenings free at the hall, so if you know of anyone that is
looking for a space to run their group or organisation in then please
do get in contact.
I can hardly believe that Easter is nearly here, I do hope that
everyone has a nice time and I’ll try not to eat my body weight in
chocolate!
If you want to get in touch my contact details are, phone 01243
554448 or email me manager@walbertonvillagehall.org

A Easter prayer
Dear Almighty, All-powerful Father God,
You brought light and hope out of
darkness and despair. You brought life
out of death when you raised Jesus that
first Easter Day. Thank you that the tomb
is forever empty and that Jesus is forever
alive!
No matter what is going on, no matter
how little we understand, help us to hold
on to the Easter truth – Jesus is risen! He is alive today and in Him
we can put our trust, completely and confidently.
Because of Jesus, death is defeated. Because of Jesus, the best
is yet to be. Love wins! Hallelujah! We praise you, Lord, in Jesus
name, Amen.
By Daphne Kitching

Help Keep Walberton Tidy
Many of us ‘litter pick’ already. If you’d like to help, please email me.
We can do this separately, with a partner, as a family or as a team.
Whatever, and whenever suits.
‘Litter pickers’ and high vis jackets available on loan.
Let’s keep Walberton tidy
cathyratcliffe83@googlemail.com

01243 554199

Many thanks Fiona Horton

20

21

REGULAR EVENTS
Friday - Outreach Post Office 9.00am [p.23]
Coffee Stop 10.30am [p.23]

DIARY FOR MARCH
Apr 2
Apr 2
Apr 7
Apr 9
Apr 20
Apr 22
Apr 24
Apr 24
Apr 26
Apr 28
Apr 30

10.30am
7.30pm
10.00am
7.30pm
2.15pm
7.00pm
TBC
1.30pm
1.15pm
7.30pm
10.00am

Walberton Gardeners Club AGM [p.14]
Boxgrove Priory Concert [p.39]
Mothers Union
Arun Choral Society concert [p.47]
The Wednesday Afternoon Club [p.26]
Growing Dahlias WGC [p.14]
Visit to Leonardslee Gardens [p.14]
WCC opening game(P.13)
The Art Society Boxgrove [p.26]
Walberton History Group [p.19]
Downland Arts Society exhibition [p.30] (
(Running till 6th May)

FUTURE EVENTS

NOTICEBOARD

FRIDAY COFFEE STOP IS GROWING!

Do come and join others at the pav
ilion for coffee and biscuits
from 10.30am to 12.00 noon.
We will be Covid compliant:
• Limited indoor seating, (outsid
e if weather permitting)
• Table service
• Biscuits and sugar in sealed pac
ks
All products used will be fair trad
e
and
any surplus funds will go
to MacMillan. Cost is £2 PP
HELP WANTED: If you can help the
Strickland know. Tel 01243-552825 team, please let Jean

St Mary’s Church Binsted
We are thrilled to announce that the church will be open
everyday for visitors or just some peace.
Penny Hadley Church Warden

May 8

1.00pm

May 9
May 23
May 24

7.30pm Village Hall AGM

Snowdrop Arundel walk
Annual Parish Meeting at the Village Hall

6.00pm

May 28

Jun 5

TBC

Jun 10-12
July 16

TBC

Annual Parish Mee�ng
Litter Picking day
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee - Big lunch
Binsted Arts Festival
WalBinFont Willie Austen Band on the
playing fields

COMMUNITY MINIBUS SERVICE FOR APRIL
Thu 7th
Thu 10th
Thu 17th
Thu 24th

Rustington
Sainsbury’s - Chichester
Manor Garden Centre
Sainsbury’s - Bognor

Door to Door Escort Service: For bookings and enquiries
please call Mary Lewis 07946 523969
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South Downs Poetry Festiv

al and Binsted Arts
Poetry Competition 2022

Prizes: £300, £150 and £50
(Closing date Apr 14th)
Judged by Naomi Foyle
, award-winning British-C
anadian writer
Entry fee: £5 for first poem
,

£4 for subsequent poem
s
Fee for 16-25 year old: £3
for each poem
For rules and entry form
go to www.binsted.org/po
etry-comp-22
Or www.sdpf.org.uk

OUTREACH POST OFFICE

Don’t forget that the Outre
ach Post Office is open ev
ery Friday
from 9.00am to 12.00 midd
ay. All the usual Post Offic
e
services
are available, including ca
sh/currency. As busy as ev
er do
please support Tracy as she
provides this invaluable ser
vice to
our community. Greetings
cards also available.
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The Binsted Bugle
At the South Downs National Park’s Planning
Committee meeting on Thursday 10 March, I made the
following speech. There were three other speakers against the
bypass, one from Arun Countryside Trust, one from Chichester and
Arun Green Party, and one from Arundel SCATE, the group linked to
South Coast Alliance for Transport and the Environment.
The result of the meeting was that the National Park changed its
wording from ‘we object’ to ‘we strongly object’ to the scheme!
‘I’m speaking on behalf of Arundel Bypass Neighbourhood
Committee, also Walberton Friends and Neighbours. Both groups
are part of the new coalition Stop the Arundel Bypass alliance.
The draft response to the bypass consultation by the National Park is
great as far as it goes. But it does not go far enough. The damage
the bypass would cause both inside and outside the Park is so great
that we would like to see the National Park object to the whole
scheme and ask for it to be cancelled.
There are some policy reasons in support of this. The countryside just
outside the Park boundary, where the road would go, forms the
setting of the Park which is protected by policy. It is complementary
to the Park, again mentioned in policy. And it fulfils all seven of the
Park’s Special Qualities.
The historic village of Binsted, a ‘strong community with pride in its
area’, straddles the Park boundary, with 10 of its 39 houses inside the
Park. St Mary’s Binsted, just outside the Park, is a favourite place to
observe the stars and comets. The villages of Binsted and
Tortington would be severed by the proposed road and ruined as
places, with some houses demolished.
Because of the increase in traffic caused by the new bypass,
Walberton’s narrow main street is predicted a huge rise in traffic
because of drivers avoiding hold-ups at Fontwell. A 42% rise is
quoted by National Highways. It is likely to be much more, 300% at
peak times. The village school is in that street, so are three preschools. Fontwell village is predicted a rise in heavy traffic through
its main street because the new road would close current access
roads.
It has to be said: the damage that is proposed to four villages,
Fontwell, Walberton, Binsted and Tortington, is the result of legislation
protecting the Park. We don’t want to see the necessary protection
of the National Park being used by road developers to justify loss and
damage to people’s homes, health, safety and lives, rare wildlife,
history, heritage and communities. We should be able to preserve
all these things. We hope that the National Park will strengthen its
objection to the scheme and say it should not go ahead.’
Emma Tristram
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Friday 10 June to Sunday 12 June 2022
www.binsted.org/arts-festival.
WARNING Our most popular events sell out very quickly, so grab your
chance and book early for these:
GUIDED WALK led by Tony Whitbread.
This will take us through the superb wildlife habitats about to be
ruined by the proposed Arundel bypass – Binsted Rife, ancient
hedges, wooded areas, the ‘flushed fen’ to be covered by a
viaduct and the field to be changed into a new golf course. £10 pp.
Saturday 11 June 10 am – 12.00 pm. Meet at St Mary’s Church
Binsted. 25 places only.
POTTERY WORKSHOP led by Mike Copley.
Hand build a vessel with impressed decoration of flowers and seed
heads then colour with oxides. Collect at a later date after glazing
and firing.
Saturday 11June 2.00 pm – 5.00 pm Beginners welcome. 6 places
only. £15 pp
LINES OF ENQUIRY: a rhyming crime show written & acted by Radio
& TV author SIMON BRETT. This one-man play wittily sends up the
clichés of police procedural crime fiction. Spot the familiar tropes,
unravel the anagrams and have a laugh at and with the characters.
After his play, Simon will chat informally about his career, what he
loves about performing his own work and what he plans to write
about next. Saturday 11 June 7.00 pm – 9.00 pm St Mary’s Church
Binsted. £12 pp.
The two talks below had to be cancelled back in 2020, but both
speakers are able to come again so here’s another chance to hear
them:
DICKENS’S WOMEN: ANGELS OR DEMONS?
A talk by Oliver Hawkins on Charles Dickens’s deeply conflicted
attitude to women both in his life and in his writings. Intriguingly,
Oliver Hawkins is the great-great-grandson of Dickens’s friend Tommy
Thompson who married Christiana Weller, a lady with whom Dickens
had previously become infatuated. Friday 10 June 2.00 pm - 3.30
pm £7.50 pp.
HALNAKER HILL AND BEYOND: EXPLORING THE PAST.
Dr James McInnes is a landscape historian and chairman of the
South Downs National Park Cultural Heritage Volunteer Group. This
group is working on the ‘Secrets of the High Woods’ project, using
aerial surveying, ground-truthing, documentary evidence and oral
history to reveal the cultural heritage of the South Downs. Dr
Mclnnes talk will focus on explaining the techniques used to find out
about the past so they can be used even by members of the
audience. (Continued P.26)
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(Continued from P.25) 12 June 11.30 am – 1.00 pm £7.50 pp

FLOWER ROTA FOR 1st HALF OF 2022
16th (Saturday) Easter flowers – All meet at 9.00am
24th Janette and Elizabeth

You will find the full Festival programme online at
www.binsted.org/arts-festival.

April

Printed copies will be available after 4 April on request if you phone
01243 555778 or to pick up from various points in the village, eg
Walberton Church porch and at Coffee Stop or in local libraries and
community centres.

May

1st Janette and Elizabeth
7th Wedding
– all meet at 9.00am on Friday, 6th
15th Christine and Diana
22nd Christine and Diana
29th Sue and Mo

June

5th
12th
19th
26th

July

3rd

The Ar� Societ� Boxg�ove

Our March lecture was very well attended and everyone enjoyed
the lecture‘ Daminatio Memoriae: Punishing Statues.
Our April lecture will take place at the Boxgrove Village Hall on
Tuesday 26th and all are very welcome.
It’s entitled ‘A Private Place of Art - Frederic Leighton’s Studio
House. Frederic Leighton's Studio-house, built in the 1860s, was
transformed into a palace of art filled with fascinating collections of
fine and decorative art.
This promises to be a very interesting lecture and we would
welcome as many people as possible. Tea and coffee is served
from 1.30 onwards and the lecture starts at 2.15 and will last an
hour.
Call Secretary Elaine on 01243 555644 for further details.

HOW CAN WE HELP?
For the next month St Mary’s is praying especially for residents.
April - Hedgers Hill and Havenwood Park, Binsted
If you would like prayer for any needs you might have phone
Jean Strickland (552825) or email prayer@stmaryswalberton.org.uk

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON CLUB
Our meeting this month is Wed April 20th in the
small room at the rear of the Village Hall and
we meet at 2.15pm. There will be an

afternoon tea and quiz, plus the book and
sales table and a warm welcome.
Do please join us and Non members are always very welcome.
For further information please contact
Ann Wells 555893.
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Sue and Mo
Janette and Christine
Janette and Christine
Diana and Mo
Diana and Mo
Pauline Blumer

2022 – Our 35th anniversary - St Wilfrid’s
2022 marks 35 years of expert care and
compassion. We believe everyone should
be able to live well until the end and die
with dignity. Over 20,000 local people
have been referred to St Wilfrid’s vital
hospice care since 1987. For every
patient we care for, at least two loved
ones also receive our support, making
over 60,000 people in our community
helped by St Wilfrid’s since we first
opened our doors.
If you haven’t already, tell us some of your favourite memories or
stories about working for the Hospice- was it when the ward team
made it snow for a patient? When we helped a patient get married
in their last few days? We want everyone in our community to know
the special moments of being involved with the Hospice. Email
editor@stwh.co.uk with your story.

Quote of the month
Advice to gardeners:
‘The easiest way to tell the difference between young plants and
weeds is to pull up everything. If they come up again, they’re
weeds.’ – Anon

27

WALBERTON NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Fontwell Community News
Fontwell – On the Verge of Change…Update

I have one burglary to report this month that occurred in Eastergate
Lane overnight between Wednesday 23rd and Thursday 24th
February where power tools were stolen from a shed. The crime
number is 0357 25/2. If anyone saw something suspicious in that
vicinity, please contact the police on the 101 number.
Although I know personally a great deal of the dog walkers in our
area and being an occasional dog walker myself, I know we are all
responsible dog owners and I'm preaching to the converted, but
Neighbourhood Watch Co-Ordinators however have been asked
by the Sussex Police Rural Crime Squad to emphasize the fact that
lambing season is now upon us, so extra care must be taken while
walking dogs. The need for this reminder was sadly highlighted
when at the end of February, the Rural Crime Team attended a
livestock worrying incident in Chichester. Five lambs died having
sustained severe dog bite injuries and a further twelve had injuries
requiring vet treatment. The Team attended as an emergency due
to the fact that the dog was still attacking the flock. Two divisional
dog handlers located the dog and the person responsible for it. The
investigation is ongoing. The police say that even the friendliest of
dogs, who mean no harm, can still cause pregnant ewes distress
and cause their lambs to be aborted. The police ask us all to keep
our dogs under close control when walking through or near fields of
livestock, in particular sheep and to stick to the public rights of
way.
It beggars belief, but reports are coming in to the police that
criminals have started using the Ukrainian Crisis to extort or scam
money from innocent members of the public. Please be mindful of
this and check the origins of requests to support the crisis whether
it's by email, text or by telephone. Please notify Action Fraud
immediately if this happens to you.

Laurie King
Neighbourhood Watch Co-Ordinator

Firstly, many thanks to those of you who kindly took time to respond
to calls for opinions on how Fontwell verges should be managed.
We had a spectrum of responses on grass cutting and flower
planting that ranged from do nothing and let them grow wild for
wildlife to cut them as often as possible.
There was also a range of opinion on whether Walberton Parish
Council (WPC) should take control of all verges or, take some of
them from West Sussex County Council (WSCC) and complement
the existing grounds maintenance regime with extra cuts.
So, as is the often the case when referenda are performed, no clear
sentiment becomes apparent (I’m excluding the 97% of people who
rejected the A27 Grey Route here but there’s always an exception
to prove the rule!).
Therefore, at the last Walberton Parish Council meeting of the Full
Council I proposed the following: retain the grass cutting services
provided by WSCC whilst bolstering the number of cuts by five a year
and WPC should take ‘ownership’ of ten verges on Arundel Road
and plant them as ornamental beds.
Hopefully, my proposals will be considered a reasonable
compromise that we can all live with. I think it gives a good balance
which will allow us to expand, or pull back, depending on how things
go as we progress.
The proposal made to Council was approved and formal discussion
with WSCC will now take place.
Additional cuts will be scheduled to sit between the planned WSCC
scheduled visits. As a consequence, the length of grass present at
each cut will be reduced and dense clippings will be fewer.
Potential for ‘thatch’ will thus be lowered and grass coverage will,
hopefully, begin to improve in density and quality.
The ten verges on Arundel Road will be chosen and planted with low
maintenance perennial shrubs and flowers that have high quality
insect pollinator value. This will allow us to determine whether verges
planted with flowering species are able to be managed effectively
and assess how much additional work is required to keep them in
good order. Semi-regular pruning and litter removal will no doubt be
a required tasks as litter is likely to become snagged in shrubs.
In my view it would be great to use the plans as a way to get people
from the village interacting and working as a community on this.
(Continued on page 33)
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Spring Exhibition 2022
At the Norfolk Centre, Mill Lane, Arundel. BN18 9PA

Saturday 30th April to Friday 6th May

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE FOR
YOUR ADVERT
You can advertise here
from £70 pa for a onequarter page colour ‘inside page’ advert.
For further details please contact the Editor
Details available on page 60

10.00 am to 5.00 pm every day

FREE ENTRY
An eclectic and inspiring collection of
artwork from one of the leading art societies
in West Sussex.
Showcasing paintings, drawings and
sculptures in a range of media
Home made cakes

For All Your Plumbing
Needs
● Bathroom & Kitchen Installation
● Complete Heating Systems
● Boiler Breakdowns, Replacement
& Servicing
● Power Flushing
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BOOKS YOU MAY ENJOY
Eyewitness to War
Edited by Anthony and Nicholas Bird
For many years, since 1989, while living with the threat of terrorism
we have become complacent over any war
that directly threaten us and our Western way of
life. It could not happen in our global world,
could it? But it has, so it seems relevant now to
look back at some of the writing about war by
those who were there. None of the pieces glorify
war, as they shouldn’t, but they do expose the
awfulness of it. We see some of the effects daily
on our TV screens but that is sanitised to a
degree which makes the ‘eyewitness’ writings
more important.
This anthology, edited by Chichester brothers
Anthony and Nicholas Bird, selects writing much of which may be
familiar. However, what makes this book of greater interest is the
analysis and comment that accompanies each piece and sets
them in the context of the time they were written.
The book, with a foreword by General Patrick Cordingley, covers the
period from the Armada to Iraq and most major conflicts in
between. The first piece is the famous speech by Elizabeth 1st at
Tilbury before the Armada, (I have the heart and stomach of a
king). The final piece is the inspirational speech given by Lt Col Tim
Collins to his regiment before going into Iraq.
In between, there are 57 pieces, both writings and speeches, from
the death of Nelson, through Waterloo, the Charge of the Light
Brigade, the American Civil War, Omdurman, many writings from the
First and Second World Wars, the Spanish Civil War and Korea.
As the authors point out, there is the irony that the most brutal of
conflicts produced some of the finest of writing. Many of the
authors were not well known but they were there which gives their
writing added poignancy. Others are well known to us, like Robert
Graves, Siegfried Sassoon, Wilfred Owen, George Orwell, Winston
Churchill, Airy Neave, Norman Mailer, and others. Richard
Dimbleby’s dispatch from Bergen Belsen is especially moving. There
are speeches by General George Patton, Abraham Lincoln,
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Churchill, Roosevelt, General MacArthur and of course Queen
Elizabeth 1 and Lt Col Tim Collins.
Who knows how the world will change between the time of writing
and the time of publication? What powerful writing will the current
period of conflict bring forth?
The book was given to me some years ago by a friend in this parish
and I dip into it from time to time. I appreciate the gift more as time
goes by, but especially now.
Patrick Dealtry

(Fontwell Community News Continued from page 29)
Suitable plant choices will be needed, so if anyone has ideas on
which plants would have good appeal for both people, bees and
butterflies, that knowledge would be very welcome.
Likewise, if anyone thinks that forming a group to plant and
maintain the verges would be a good way of villagers getting
together during the summer months then please contact me
(stevemcauliffe@walberton-pc.gov.uk).
Hopefully, the approach taken meets with your general approval.
Planted verges will, I think, greatly improve the aesthetics and
atmosphere of the village and hopefully, many of you will become
involved in making it a success.
Steve Mc Auliffe

Calling all our Community photographers
Each month we are looking for interesting photos from around the
parish that capture not only an
aspect of village life, but show a
season of the year. We will then
select one for each month.
If you would like to submit a photo,
please send this to

parishnews@stmaryswalberton.org.uk.
We will ackknowlege your work in the inside of the publication.
Andy Harris and Sandra Cooke
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Prayers across Europe for peace in Ukraine
The Bishop in Europe, Bishop Robert Innes, writes:
“Our little church in Kyiv are right at the centre of this crisis,” he
explained. “Some of them have fled the city by car, others are still
there. These are our people, our brothers and sisters, and of course
we are very concerned for their well-being and safety.
“In the face of military action and aggression, we feel powerless.
What can we do? One thing that we can all do is pray.”
“The situation in Ukraine is very deeply troubling. President Putin is
leading a completely unjustified and aggressive war against
Ukraine, a war which many ordinary Russians deeply deplore.
Leaders from many Christian churches, including the Ukrainian
Orthodox (Russian Patriarchate) Church have condemned the
invasion of Ukraine. Our hearts cry out for justice and peace. We
are most especially concerned for the wellbeing of those in Ukraine
who are directly affected by the war.
This includes particularly the members of our own congregation of
Christ Church, Kyiv. The Churchwarden there, Christina, messaged
us this morning saying: ‘Please pray for us as we are standing here
for our land and for our roots. The battle for Kyiv has begun; it is
fierce and intensive. Pray for us.’
In the face of military action, we can easily feel powerless and
fearful. But one thing we can do is pray. We can pray in solidarity
with those most affected. We can pray that God will yet overrule in
the hearts and minds of those with power and authority. We can
pray that the victims will be few and that the innocent will be
protected. We can pray that peace will come through justice and
not through the infliction of the will of a stronger party on a weaker.

Statement from Archbishops of Canterbury and York
on the situation in Ukraine
The Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby and Archbishop of York
Stephen Cottrell have condemned the Russian attack on Ukraine as
“an act of great evil”. They are urging Christians to keep praying for
Ukraine, for Russia, and for peace.
In a joint statement they said: “The horrific and unprovoked attack
on Ukraine is an act of great evil. Placing our trust in Jesus Christ, the
author of peace, we pray for an urgent ceasefire and a withdrawal
of Russian forces. We call for a public decision to choose the way of
peace and an international conference to secure long term
agreements for stability and lasting peace.”
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It

was 75 years ago, on 1st April 1947, that the school
leaving age in the UK was raised to 15.
This had been planned in 1939 but was delayed because of the
outbreak of war. The Education Act of 1944 put it on the Statute
Book, and it was brought into effect in 1947.
The same Act created
the grammar school /
secondary modern
system, although
grammar schools had
existed for many years
before that. The 1944
Act meant that 11-yearolds would sit exams to
decide whether they
were suitable for an
academic or practical education. This was a good idea but poorly
executed, which led to those not in grammar schools being
regarded as ‘failures’ instead of differently gifted; this was
exacerbated by many from poorer schools who passed the exam
not being able to take up their places in grammar schools.
In due course this imbalance led to the comprehensive system,
with most grammar schools being abolished. The school leaving
age was raised to 16 in 1972.
The architect of the 1944 Act, Rab Butler, pushed it through despite
Prime Minister Winston Churchill’s objecting to getting involved in
all the intricacies and ‘party politics’ of it in wartime. The main
problem was the integration of church schools into the state
system, which had been attempted unsuccessfully before. But
Butler persisted, writing later that, having seen the Promised Land,
“I was damned if I was going to die in the Land of Moab”.
One result was the establishment of voluntary aided and voluntary
controlled church schools, both of which had at least some of their
costs met by the local authority, but differed in the amount of
control the authority had. The Act also stipulated a daily act of
worship in all schools – although it is still required, this rarely
happens today.

Do you have a favourite walk or location?
If you have a walk you regularly take or somewhere you find
inspirational around our parish, why not tell others and write a short
article for the Parish News. We would love to hear from you.
Email parishnews@stmaryswalberton.org.uk
Andy and Sandra
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Recipe of the Month
SUSSEX SMOKIES WITH SUSSEX CHEDDAR
Serves 4 as a starter
INGREDIENTS
• 150g High Weald Dairy Sussex
Cheddar
• 250g smoked haddock
• 1 leek diced and sweated
• 2 tblsp chopped parsley & chives
• 150ml double cream
• 150ml whole milk
• 2tsp butter & plain flour roux (half flour/half butter)
• Handful of breadcrumbs
METHOD
Poach smoked haddock in milk and cream on gentle heat for 3-5
minutes. Sweat leeks until soft. Remove fish from milk and then add
the roux to the liquid and reheat until thickened. Add 100g Sussex
Cheddar and mix well. Add herbs and leek and haddock. Mix 50g
cheddar with breadcrumbs. Fill four ramekins with the haddock
mixture and top with breadcrumbs and Cheddar. Bake for 10-15
minutes at 180 C. Serve with warm crusty bread or croutes. You
could also place a poached quail’s egg on top.

The lighter side of life
No sunbeams
A small boy returned from Sunday School in
tears. When questioned by his anxious mother,
he explained: “This morning they told me that
Jesus wants me for a sunbeam. But I want to be
a train driver!”
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Review of The Cat and the Canary performed by the
Walberton Players
(Directed by Emily Dadson)
The story of “The Cat and the Canary” was first published in 1921
and first performed a year later. After four film versions David
Muncaster adapted this horror story into an amusing adaptation for
a radio play. Although there are ten characters in the play itself,
when the program is due to go out, there is a maximum of six actors
who arrive and the fun and games start when some of them have
to double up in reading the missing actors’ lines. Also involved is a
sound effects man who is responsible for all the correct sounds at
the right time without the aid of modern recording facilities.
Lizzie Gibson is the Cornish housekeeper who has to to read in for
the upper class Annabelle West. Simon Smith as Roger Crosby, the
lawyer, attempts to read in for the housekeeper but is quickly
rebuffed by his fellow voice artists. So Sarah Tripp who was cast as
Susan Silsby, the older well-to-do lady, took over this Cornish role
and turned her into a Brummie! Jeanette Fido was Cicily Young, the
organised one, and played it with great effect. Chris Harris played
Charlie Wilder, the nemesis of Harry Blythe. Peter Allday who played
the aforementioned Harry Blythe also took on Paul Jones - being of
the surname Jones it had, of course, to be spoken in Welsh brogue.
Another artist, booked to read Hendricks, was missing so Peter took
on this with a Scottish accent.
The final missing person was Dr. Paterson, so Peter also tackled this
but with a French accent. The amusement and hilarity gathered
pace as these various absentee actors had to converse one with
another. Brendan Amesbury was the sound effects man and had a
table full and overflowing with equipment to make the sound of
bells, knockers, creaking and banging doors, footsteps and a
telephone. To add to the confusion, the play itself was a little
complicated, so I will not attempt to explain the plot.
Just to say, like the maxim, “Where there is a will, there is a greedy
relative.” Although an intricate story line and many twists and turns,
the conclusion was quite straight forward. Because of the setting of
the play in a studio, apart from the props table, little scenery was
required. Lighting and sound was simple and effective. Costumes
were in keeping with the time. This is Walberton Players’ first
production for two years and I understand that this play has been
prepared over the last few months, initially over zoom meetings.
Since the lifting of covid restrictions they were then able to have
proper rehearsals only recently. This first production back was a
recipe for an enjoyable and amusing evening. Thank you to all
involved on stage, back stage or in production. Keith Smithers
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

A27
The statutory consultation period is now over. We are extremely
grateful for the support which we have received from many of our
residents in compiling our response and also to those many people
who have responded as individuals.
We are now waiting for National Highways to review all of the
submissions. They will publish a compilation of the data in the next
few months. We will next have an opportunity to challenge the
route at the Development Consent Order stage, likely to be towards
the end of this year should National Highways continue with this
process.
Other news
The verges on Arundel Road in Fontwell will have an improved
maintenance plan this year with an improved grass cutting regime
and planting of wildflowers. Flowering cherry trees have been
chosen for planting by the Jubilee Arch in Walberton to
commemorate the Queen’s Platinum jubilee.
The 30mph roundels have now been painted on our roads and our
speed indicator device is almost ready for installation on Yapton
Lane. With West Sussex showing more interest in 20mph speed limits
for residential areas we will be reviewing the roads for which we can
request a limit reduction.
Events
We look forward to seeing you at the Annual Meeting of the Parish
on Monday 23rd May.
Please make a note in your diaries of the Big Picnic at the playing
field on 5th June for the Jubilee celebrations. We have a Parish-wide
litter pick the week before on Saturday 28th May and as many
volunteers as possible are welcome! The Willie Austen Band will be
back on Saturday July 16th for the WalBinFont music night.
Andy Vawer
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PRAYER DIARY FOR APRIL
May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, even as we put our hope in
you. Psalm 33 v 22
St Mary’s
Pray that the new ‘Families at Five’ monthly service would appeal to
families who find it difficult to worship on Sunday mornings. Pray for
everyone who will join in worship during Holy week and Easter that
they would find comfort, peace and hope in the death and
resurrection of Jesus.
Our Community
This month we pray for God’s blessing for residents in Hedgers Hill and
Havenwood Park, Binsted
Pray for teachers and teaching staff for a restful break over the
Easter holidays.
Pray for the volunteers who visit HMP Ford and for new members to
join the team.
Our Nation
Give thanks for the Queen’s recovery from Covid and pray for her
continued good health as she celebrates her 96th birthday.
Pray for organisations and individuals welcoming refugees and
offering them a home.
Pray for families supporting a loved one with dementia; for anyone
feeling isolated as they fulfil the role of carer.
The World
Pray for the UN, NATO, EU and world leaders in their response to
Russia and for all diplomatic efforts to bring a ceasefire.
Pray for those caught up in conflict, for those facing extreme need
and those who have lost members of their family. May those who
have fled their own country be met with compassion and care.
Pray for countries struggling to control the spread of Covid-19 and for
the continuing progress of the Covax scheme distributing vaccines
to low-income countries.
The Church
Pray for churches ministering in places of war, conflict and
persecution.
‘Deep peace of the empty tomb. Deep peace of the morning
garden.
The eye of the Risen Christ be upon us in waking and sleeping.
The Risen Christ beside us. The Risen Christ within us.
The God of life go with us, this day and always. Amen’
(Celtic Easter prayer)

Walberton Place Care Home
Our care is the kind we’d want all our loved ones to receive. Walberton
Place Care Home provides the highest standards of family-led
residential and dementia care. Our home is luxurious and beautifully
furnished, whilst retaining a warm family atmosphere that makes
Walberton Place feel extra special. Our facilities are luxurious and
modern, offering residents a safe, clean and secure environment to live,
safely and as they choose.
• Warm inclusive family atmosphere
• Person centred dementia care
• Meaningful activities

• Spacious en-suite bedrooms
• Café, pub, cinema & hair salon
• Daily fine dining

01243 551 549
Yapton Lane, Walberton, Arundel,
West Sussex, BN18 0AS
www.countrycourtcare.com
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In a grove lit only by a kiss
The Revd Michael Burgess looks at God in the Arts with the
masterpiece by Giotto.

And it is there that the tragic stillness falls as our eyes focus on the
eyes of Jesus: that steady, discomforting gaze into the eyes of Judas
the betrayer. Judas’ cloak seems to engulf Jesus, but it cannot blot
out the look of our Lord.
The face of Judas is troubled, and the look of Jesus seems to burrow
deep into that anxiety, beneath the surface into his heart.
In Holy Week they are eyes that look out to us. The face of Jesus is
turned in our direction, saying, ‘Yes, you may follow Me in the heady
excitement of Palm Sunday. But will you also follow Me into this
garden, on the way of My cross to the foot of Calvary, and beyond
to the empty tomb of Easter morning?’
(Reprinted by kind permission of the Arena Chapel, Padua.)

Top three ways to help birds in your garden this
spring

Holy Week, as its name tells us, is the most important, holiest week in
the Church’s year, when we follow Jesus from His triumphant entry
into Jerusalem, to the Upper Room, to Calvary and to the garden of
the tomb.
As we make that journey each year, we are not just remembering
past events. We are celebrating how eternity touched Jerusalem in
that first Holy Week and how eternity can touch our lives now.
To create that impact and that realisation, the week is brim-full of
colour and variety in its worship, full of action and movement, full of
processions and music. But we might think it is a week with very little
silence.
Yet the silences are there if we look at the Gospels closely. We enter
an upper room and catch our breath when Jesus announces a
betrayer. Peter denies our Lord, a cock crows, and a bleak stillness
falls on that scene. In the palace Jesus stands accused, no words
are spoken, and the governor wonders in the silence. And there is
silence by the cross until the ninth hour. The silence does fall during
Holy Week, punctuating the crises of these tense days. It is conveyed
with dramatic force in this Gethsemane scene: Peter Firth’s poem
describes it as ‘a grove lit only by a kiss.’ The painting is by Giotto,
‘The Kiss of Judas,’ and is part of an amazing series of frescoes he
painted for the Arena Chapel in Padua from 1305-06.
At first glance it is a scene of frenzied activity: burning torches wave
in the sky, weapons are wielded, and a ram’s horn blown. The cohort
of soldiers advance on Jesus, and Peter tries to defend Him by
cutting off a soldier’s ear in his anger. One of the religious leaders
points to Jesus in the centre of the painting.
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introduce a nest box to give house
sparrows somewhere to colonise and
raise their chicks. House sparrows are in
trouble – the UK population has halved
for reasons we don't fully understand.
However, there are definitely things
you can do to help, and a good start is
to put up a nest box on your house.
You can build your own sparrow box,
or buy a a classic nest box.
Just like us, birds love a refreshing drink
and a good bath once in a while. But
drinking and bathing is a risky business
if you’re a bird. They have to lower
their guard as they bend down to sip.
They’re even more at risk when bathing, as their feathers are
sodden with the water. Despite the danger, they must bathe or their
feathers will get dirty and dishevelled. Providing the perfect birdbath
can be one of the best things you can do for wildlife in the garden,
and one of the most rewarding, too. What birds really want from a
birdbath is a wide, safe and shallow puddle with a rock or two for
perching on. That way, they won’t get out of their depth, there’s
plenty of space to flap about, and every chance to do it in the
company of others, which is always safer.
Swifts will come back to the same nest year after year. They like
high, deep crevices to nest, but because we’ve lost many old
houses and buildings, and as roof spaces are filled or mended, their
numbers have declined dramatically and they are now on the UK
Red list of conservation concern. Fix a wooden swift box to the
outside of your home to give them somewhere to nest. You can
build your own swift box, or buy a ready-made swift box.
(RSPB guidance)
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Angelcare Wheelchair community transport
A Family run company providing a top quality transport service …
A brand new community transport service
to West Sussex.
We provide transport to and from all Medical appointments
- Hair/ beauty appointments
- Work/school runs
- Shopping
- Social and domes�c trips
- Day ou�ngs

Call today for all bookings on 01243
952400.
Unit F William Booker yard, The
Street, Walberton, Arundel, West
Sussex BN18 0PF

We have wheelchair access cars available
for wheelchair users.
We provide a drive and stay service where
our driver stays with you and drops you
back home safely.

Angelcare Southern Limited
Providing top quality person centred
care for those in their own home

We are a family run domiciliary care
company with a range of experience
in care.

Call today on 01243 952400
www.angelcaresouthernlimited.co.uk

At Angelcare we have a variety of
different services to offer from
personal care and
companionship.
Office; Unit F, William Booker Yard, The
Street, Walberton, Arundel, West
Sussex, BN18 0PF
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THIS IS DERREN ….
He is 8 years old and lives in Felpham. He has a rare blood condition
called Von Villebrand Disease. Derren has ongoing care from the
Care at Home Team which is paid for by
The Sussex Snowdrop Trust.
Derren is one of the 73 families the Trust is supporting with
vital nursing care at home and emotional help.
The charity also provides financial assistance in the form of vouchers
for food and petrol as parents have extra costs
when caring for their sick child.

Visit our website to see his story and donate.

www.thesussexsnowdroptrust.com
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SLINDON
COLLEGE

Slindon College is an Independent Day and Boarding School for boys aged 8-18,
set in the historic Slindon House, located in the South Downs National Park.

Slindon College provides a stimulating, broad and balanced educational
experience for pupils of all academic abilities, taking into account their
strengths and talents.
The College offers outstanding transformative education and pastoral care
for boys who will thrive in a specialist learning environment.

.
.
.

“This school has changed my son and our life for the better.
Happy child, happy parents, happy home.” Parent 2019
High teacher to student ratio
Day, Flexi/Weekly/Termly Boarding
Bursaries & Scholarships available

.

.
.
.

Local minibus pick up available
Extensive enrichment program
Visits welcome all year

.

Slindon House, Slindon, Arundel, West Sussex, BN18 0RH
01243 814320 registrar@slindoncollege.co.uk www.slindoncollege.co.uk
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(WCC Continued from on page 13)
a net session is a perfect way of meeting some of the players and
becoming involved with the club. Please contact Peter Brackley on
07539904939 if you are interested in attending.
The 2021 season awards were recently presented at our annual
lunch at the Holly Tree. The players receiving the awards were –
Clubman of year - Simon Pierce, Bowling cup - Elliot Scott, Batting
cup – Peter Brackley, All Rounders Cup – Rĳo Raju, Catching Cup –
Steve Cleall, Young Player – Caleb Cossar, Players Player – Luke
Emmett, Champagne Moment – Steve Cleall
Peter Brackley
Fixtures 2022 Season
All matches are on Sunday unless otherwise stated

APRIL 24TH
MAY 1ST
MAY 8TH
MAY 15TH
MAY 22ND
MAY 29TH
JUNE 2ND (THU)
JUNE 5TH
JUNE 12TH
JUNE 19TH
JUNE 23RD (THU)
JUNE 26TH
JULY 3RD
JULY 10TH
JULY 17TH
JULY 24TH
JULY 31ST
AUG 7TH
AUG 14TH
AUG 21ST
AUG 28TH
SEPT 4TH
SEPT 10TH (SAT)
SEPT 11TH
SEPT 18TH
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Aldwick CC
Ashling CC
Stanstead Park CC
Fittleworth CC
Littlehampton C&P CC
Ferring CC
T10 at Arundel Castle
Stanstead Park CC
Amberley CC
Forgewood CC
Slindon CC
Arundel Grasshoppers
Worthing CC – Sun XI
Watersfield CC
Madehurst CC
West Wittering CC
Ashling CC
Kirdford CC
Slindon CC
Madehurst CC
West Chiltington CC
Slindon CC
Yellow Stump CC
Westbourne CC
Littlehampton C&P CC

Home
Away
Away
Away
Away
Away
Away
Home
Home
Home
Away
Home
Home
Away
Away
Away
Home
Away
Home
Home
Away
Away
Home
Home
Home

1330
1330
1330
1330
1330
1330
TBC
1330
1330
1330
1800
1330
1330
1330
1330
1300
1330
1400
1330
1330
1330
1330
1300
1300
1300

A warm welcome awaits
Kevin & Sue welcome you to stay at their family
run B&B which is set in a lovely large garden.
It is a great base from which to explore West Sussex.
Currently offering 2 ground floor rooms with
personal entrances giving guests a ‘safe’ place
away from home.
Arundel Road, Walberton
Call
or
email
with any questions...
Arundel BN18 0QP
We look forward to hearing from you.
T: 01243 814301
Email: bookings@woodacre.co.uk
M: 07799576294
www.woodacre.co.uk
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• Tree Pruning
• Tree Removal
• Hedge Cutting
• Crown Clean / Lift
• Deadwood
• Felling
• Crown Reduction
• Walberton Based

07407 172 133

kiwidan90@outlook.com
PRH Garden Services

Friendly, reliable service. Fully insured.
Services include lawn cutting and care, hedge cutting, fence
repairs, jet washing and all general garden maintenance.
Call Paul: 07772 563065 / 01243 587905 or
Email: prhgardenjobs@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/PRH-Garden-Services

Reflexions
Ladies’ Health and Beauty Therapy Clinic
Indian Facial Rejuvenation, Reflexology, Indian Head Massage,
Thermo-Auricular Therapy (Hopi Ear Candling), Annemarie Borlind Facial
Treatments (New Organic Skin Care), Manicure, Pedicure, Waxing, Lash & Brow

Tinting. Gift Vouchers Available.
For more information or an appointment call Pam on Fontwell (01243) 814648
Ladies Only
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“Beauty on the outside comes from the inside”

Local Authority Registered
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Tree surgeons don’t simply cut trees
down. We considerthe health of the
tree and balance what is best for it with
any Tree Preservation Orders and the
needs of its owner before we make any
recommendations.
Apart
from
standard tree work such as removal,
raising or lowering of the crown,
pruning and branch removal, we offer
several garden services. We are NPTC
quali�ied (National Pro�iciency Tests
Council) and have £2m public liability
insurance. Like many tree surgeons we
recycle most of our green waste locally
at a specialist recycling plant. We are
based just outside Arundel and have
our own coppice woodland from where
we supply �irewood.
Find us on Facebook
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ASHWOOD TREE
S U R G E RY
All aspects of tree surgery
Stump removal
Hedge cutting
Fencing
Landscaping & Turfing
1�⁄� & � ton mini digger hire
Logs
Free estimates and advice
Covering all of West Sussex
01903 723710
07714 165171
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PARISH NEWS DEADLINE FOR THE MAY ISSUE
SUNDAY APRIL 10TH
All contributions must be in by this date, any received after this may be
held over until the next issue. Thank you for your co-operation.
Contributions for the Parish News may be submitted as follows:* email: parishnews@stmaryswalberton.org.uk
* hard copy by post to the Church Office for the attention of the editor

Counselling, Psychotherapy, Mindfulness
With experienced local therapist Amanda Ashman-Wymbs
BA(Hons) Counselling Bacp accredited and registered
(British assoc for Counselling and Psychotherapy)
Tel 01243 814507 Mob 07790215127
amandaashman@hotmail.co.uk

Church Office:- William Booker Yard, The Street, Walberton,
Arundel, BN18 0PF

Tel. 01243 552792

(opposite Walberton & Binsted CE Primary School)
Office Hours:- Tuesday to Friday 9.00am-11:00am email:
walberton.stmarys@uwclub.net
Out of Office Hours:- Rev. Tim Ward, St. Mary’s Vicarage,
The Street, Walberton,
Arundel, BN18 0PQ

Tel. 01243 551488

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Free delivery in Walberton, Binsted and Fontwell
If you would like to receive a copy of the Parish News each
month please fill in your name and address below and send it to:The Church Office, William Booker Yard, The Street, Walberton, Arundel,
BN18 0PF
EMAIL......................................................
NAME .............................................................TEL. NO................................................
ADDRESS......................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................
POST CODE......................................................

Annual subscription ~ £10.00 or £18.00 by post (if you live
outside of Walberton, Binsted or Fontwell)
Cheques payable to Walberton PCC
Or by BACS Account Name: Walberton PCC Sort Code: 60-01-18
Account Number: 67502865 Ref: ‘PNEWS (your surname)‘
If paying by BACS please email your details (Name, Address, ‘Phone
number and Post Code) to:
Susan Martineau, Parish News Distributor
Tel: 01243 555778 email: susan@edmart.plus.com
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CONTACTS

All numbers start with 01243 unless otherwise stated

VICAR OF WALBERTON AND RECTOR OF BINSTED:
Rev. Tim Ward
551488
Church Office: (Tuesday to Friday 9.00am - 11.00am)
552792
e-mail: walberton.stmarys@uwclub.net
Office Administrators
Jill Whitelock
Carole Edwards

ST. MARY’S WALBERTON
Parish Readers:

Julie Allday
544615
Kevin Durban-Jackson
542222
Deanery Reader:
Esther Langrish
551704
Assistant Bishop:
Rt. Rev. Michael Langrish
551704
Churchwardens:
Jean Strickland
552825
Steven Phillips
828346
Assistant Churchwardens: Andy Blumer
945491
Kevin Durban-Jackson
542222
PCC Secretary:
Susan Martineau
555778
PCC Minute Secretary:
Alison Surrell
PCC Treasurer and Gift Aid: Tom Evans
544672
Bell Ringers:
Colin Spencer
824952
Organist/Choir Leader:
Andrew Naylor
07973 800796
Church Flowers List:
Elizabeth Gammon
01903 882722
Pauline Blumer
945491
MU Secretary:
Jean Lane
544204
2nd Thursday of the month, 2pm e-mail:bernardlane@hotmail.com
Pastoral Coordinator
Gaye Reynolds
552415

Assistant Churchwarden:
PCC Secretary:
PCC Treasurer:

Carolyn Coles
Penny Hadley
Kate Mills
Sue McNaughton
Edward Martineau

814608
07771 554755
07925 982432
543410
07725 033763

PARISH NEWS:
Editorial and Advertising:

Andy Harris and Sandra Cooke
e-mail:
parishnews@stmaryswalberton.org.uk
Distribution & Subscriptions: Susan Martineau
555778

OTHER LOCAL CONTACTS
Walberton Baptist Church:
Pastor Ray Brinkley
542388
Walberton Parish Council:
Chairman:
Suzanne Clark
543766
Clerk:
Andy Peppler
554528
e-mail: clerk@walberton-pc.gov.uk
Office opening hours: Tuesday & Thursday 9.00am to 12.30pm
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All numbers start with 01243 unless otherwise stated

Walberton Village Hall:
Secretary:
Glen Stone
07709 849712
Hall Manager:
Fiona Horton
(For bookings and enquiries) e-mail manager@walbertonvillagehall.org
Neighbourhood Watch Walberton Co-ordinator:
Laurie King
551938/07710 521373
Village Friends:
07925 217843
Community Minibus Service:
Mary Lewis
552292
Cherry Jay
551818
Walberton, Binsted & West Barnham Sick Poor Fund:
Secretary:
Vanessa Church
554872
Walberton & Binsted C of E School:
Head Teacher:
Laura Brockhurst
551398
PTA Co-chair:
Emma Huxtable, Natalie Hollands
PTA Secretary:
Hélène Martin
Walberton Pre-School:
Helen Baxter
555922
Mandy Foulds
555922
Community Playcentre @ Walberton:
Chairman:
Catherine Purdie
931848
info@communityplaycentre.org
Playcentre Manager:
Kelly Townsend
931848
kelly.townsend@communityplaycentre.org
Walberton Toddler Group:
Emily Turner/Cathryn Rahaman 930090

CLUBS & SOCIETIES:
Downland Art Society:

ST MARY’S BINSTED
Churchwardens:

CONTACTS

Alison Woodward
07779 111187
web site: www.downland.org
Joanna Williams
551524
Alan Gess
554179
Liesma Mezulis
l.zulis@btinternet.com
Chairman: BJ Smith
07712 893155
Stuart Thorne
545424

Five Village Society:
Short Mat Bowls Club:
Walberton Allotments Association:
Walberton Cricket Club:
Walberton Cub Scout Colony:
The Art Society Boxgrove:
General Enquiries (Chair):
Marian Webb
Membership:
Elaine Clarke
Walberton History Group:
Chairman:
Vince Cooper
Membership Secretary:
Andy Gilham
Walberton Gardener’s Club:
Liz Hewson - Chairman
Walberton Players:
Secretary:
Jane Hayler
Wednesday Afternoon Club:
Secretary:
Ann Wells
3rd Wednesday of the month 2.15pm

01903 884442
555644
551544
681470
07785 307487
552882
555893

61

An award-winning Chartered Building Company
with a well-deserved reputa�on
for professionalism, reliability, high quality
cra�smanship and project management skills.
Experienced in all types of building projects,
from large commercial to sensi�ve renova�on
of listed buildings, bespoke new-builds,
extensions and refurbishments.
Hungerdown, Bri�ens Lane, Fontwell,
West Sussex BN18 0ST Telephone 01243 542056
Email mar�n@msbc.uk.com www.msbc.uk.com

Warren Vaughan
PAINTING & DECORATING
For a Professional Decorating Service
Free Quotations and Advice
Mobile - 07813 325838
Telephone - 01243 551595

Sefton, Manser Road
Walberton, ARUNDEL
West Sussex, BN18 0AW

Big firm quality – Small firm prices
Digital TV&Radio * Satellite dishes * TV&Phone sockets
FreeView&FreeSat * TV/DVD setup * Aerial repairs * TV wall hanging RE-TUNES *
SkyHD & SkyQ * Free quotes * Insured & Guaranteed No call out charge * +30 yr
exp * Family run business

01243 545697
www.aerialman.com
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BYGONE GARDENING
TRADITIONAL GARDENING SERVICES
Trained at Goodwood Estate, working
under the guidance of The Head
Gardener, and now with over fifteen
years of practical experience, Samuel
Eggins offers the same Traditional
Skills as those learned by generations
before him.
Working with some of the most
influential gardeners has led to a
wealth of knowledge, which he brings
to all projects.
A Full Member of The Professional
Gardeners Guild.
Fully insured.

Contact Samuel on
01243 828348 / 07786323034
bygonegardening@gmail.com
www.bygonegardening.com
7 St Johns Close, Aldwick, West Sussex,
PO21 5RX

THIS SPACE IS
AVAILABLE FOR
YOUR ADVERT
You can advertise
here
from £70 pa for a onequarter page colour
advert.
For further details
please contact the
Editor
Contact details available on
page 60
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www.SimsWilliams.co.uk

4

Sims Williams
Offices

28

Members
of Staff

387

Years
experience

40

Over Years
trading
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Your
property
in safe
hands
Sims Williams
Lettings Services
Renting out a property can be daunting –
especially if you are a first time landlord.
The financial rewards can be great
but you need to protect the physical
condition of your property as well as keep
an eye on the return on your investment.
Sims Williams Lettings Services have
provided a comprehensive range
of professional lettings and property
management services for over 40 years.
Whether you own a single property or
have a substantial property portfolio, our
bespoke lettings services are designed
around your needs.
Call our lettings expert
David Vawdrey on 01243 836055
and let’s get moving.

