
Dear Members of St Marys 

I was glad when they said unto me: We will go into the house of the Lord. 

Psalm 122 

It is good to be going back to church from this Sunday 7 March when we will celebrate Holy 

Communion at 10.30am at St Marys Walberton.  (Binsted, like many other churches, will be 

returning for Easter.) We are thankful that the local confirmed case rate has fallen by 95% 

since it peaked in January and that everyone in the four most vulnerable categories was 

offered a vaccination by 15 February and so may now be benefiting from a degree of 

protection from severe disease. Some will feel now is the time to return to public worship. 

Others will want either to wait and see how things pan out in the coming month or wait for 

their second vaccination to take effect in two or three months’ time. 

If you are returning to church it would be helpful to let churchwarden, Jean Strickland, know 

that you are coming as social distancing remains in force limiting our capacity (552825 or 

jean@strickland.co.uk) as does NHS Test and Trace which is voluntary. We will relay the 

service outside when the weather is good enough but I am afraid this week it will only be 4 

degrees C at 10.30am so we won’t be outside! Please remember your face mask. (Hands, 

face, space!) Please, don’t attend if you have corona virus symptoms even if you have had a 

vaccine.  

If you are not planning on returning just yet, perhaps you would like to be paired up with 

another member of church so that you can keep in touch by telephone. If so, please do let 

Jean know (552825) and we will arrange that for you. I know many people are keeping in 

touch with each other through Mothers Union, the home groups, the Lent group, the prayer 

meeting, the post service coffee and chat (which will now be at 12 noon by Zoom) or just 

informally. But we do not want people to feel isolated. Our online services will continue 

until everyone has had the opportunity to have two vaccinations. 

On Mothering Sunday, 14 March we are planning to have a Morning Praise service aimed at 

children at 10.30am. Everyone is welcome, however, the children and their parents will be 

given priority in the centre of the nave. Congregational singing, I am afraid, is still not 

allowed but we will find other creative ways to worship and thank our mothers! 

As we move forward the number of services will depend both upon demand and our ability 

to steward the services and keep the building clean. We preferably also need lay people to 

pray and read in church. Thank you to those who have volunteered for this so far. Please do 

speak to Jean if you are willing and able to help in this way. 

Looking forward to seeing you again before long. 

Yours in Christ 

Rev Tim Ward, Vicar 
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