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Supplementary Reports 

These reports are supplementary to the Annual Report 

approved by the PCC and presented at the APCM on 

28 April 2019. They are provided by individuals within 

the congregation rather than being PCC reports.  
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ST.MARY’S CHURCH MISSION 

LOVING GOD, LOVING COMMUNITY 

 

St. Mary’s parish church, planted over 1000 years ago, 

exists to reflect God’s glory back to him and to be useful 

to him, preparing his people for service in the church 

and community. We see it as a place where heaven 

and earth touch, a place of God’s presence, always 

open to his Spirit. It is a focus for worship and reflection 

and a safe refuge where anyone can draw close to 

him.  

As God’s children, we know that he loves us very much 

and as Christ’s followers we want to use our hands, 

talents and personalities for works of service in his name 

and to spread the good news of his saving grace in our 

parish. We try to be a faithful, united community within 

the larger community of Walberton and Fontwell: we 

are just ordinary people with faith in Jesus, God’s son. 

We do pray for our community and want to be a 

blessing to those outside the church, serving them face 

to face, being prepared to sacrifice time and 

encouraging them to join God’s family.  

We know that prayer and respect for God’s word are 

key to our faith. We seek to build people’s confidence, 

enabling them to talk about our Lord, promoting 

discipleship and aiming to turn faith into a real passion 

for God, both here and in overseas mission. We want 

our church family to be aware that all they contribute is 

greatly valued. We treasure, in Christ, both young and 

old, and want to grow with them in trust. 
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1 Children’s Ministry 

 

1.1 Sunday School  (Rev Tim Ward) 

 

In 2018 The number of children, ages ranging from 2 to 14 years old, attending 

Sunday school each Sunday varies week by week. They follow the Scripture 

Union Light materials. There has been an average of 12 children who attend 

regularly, with their families. There are about 20 children on the register in total. 

Splash meets in the church Room. The older two groups meet at CPAWs and 

the small room at the Village Hall. As a congregation we need to continue to 

encourage and reach out to families with younger children to ensure we build 

the church for the future. 

As a Sunday school we very much enjoyed preparing the Easter garden on 

Easter Saturday and the Nativity play in Advent. 

Please encourage those people who go out on a regular basis to lead and 

support our Sunday school. We need a minimum of six adults every Sunday to 

sustain the three groups. Thank you to all those people who have volunteered 

to help over the past year, either by leading or being a pair of willing helping 

hands. 

 

1.2 School Church Links (John Wiles) 
 

Our church continues to maintain a close and supporting relationship with the 

school. You may well have noticed various classes attending some of our 

services during the year such as Year 3 who helped present the Christingle 

service and Key Stage 2 pupils singing in the carol service here at St. Mary’s. 

The school also decorated their atrium with displays and information about 

those who lost their lives in the two world wars, the names of whom are read 

out during our remembrance service. Special thanks must go to Tim who 

devotes so much time overseeing the religious education at the school. We 

also appreciate greatly the amount of time and effort the staff give in 

preparation of such activities. Our two foundation governors are Sandra 

Cooke and John Wiles. They provide a further link with the school, aiming to 

ensure that throughout school life and the curriculum, the Christian ethos of 

the school is upheld. Through different assembly leaders, the children receive 

a good cross section of religious instruction with Pastor Ray and Hugo providing 

a variety of worship, Last year we also welcomed Keith Varney from Mission 

Aviation Fellowship, who kept the children and staff engrossed with tales from 

Africa and around the world. Last Easter, Years 3 and 4 staged “Resurrection 

Rock” whilst the Early Years and Key Stage 1 pupils treated us to the “Christmas 

Recipe” nativity. The older children performed and ran the school’s carol 

service. Looking further ahead, it will be interesting to see if the approved 

housing developments in our parish bring greater numbers both at school and 

at church. 
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1.3 YPTIF (Young People Together In Faith/Fellowship/Fun)  

(Rev Tim Ward and Sandra Cooke) 
 

Last year, 2018 saw a much more stable group than the previous year. About 

20 young people attended the group during the year with an average 

attendance of 8 up from 6 the previous year. We met slightly less frequently, 23 

times during the year, compared to 36 times in 2017. 

There was the usual busy programme of outings. We went to Clip and Climb at 

Rustington, Laser Quest in Portsmouth, ice-skating at Guildford and bowling in 

Chichester. We did low ropes and snow-tubing at Lodge Hill. We enjoyed a 

travelling supper around the parish. We went canoeing at CYE who always 

give us a Christian talk and orienteering in Slindon Woods with the help of Mike 

Gammon. We had a session on a golf range at Goodwood for free! We spent 

a lovely afternoon on Littlehampton beach. We again enjoyed the fireworks 

and bonfire at the Sewells.  

We had Christian visitors from Rolls Royce and a local doctor’s surgery. We 

went carol singing in Parson’s walk at Christmas which was well received. 6 of 

our young people went on camps as members or leaders. We discussed how 

to use our screen time and when to keep a secret. 

YPTIF is an open youth work which is designed to give our young people a 

social space to meet with interesting activities which compliments the bible-

based learning on Sunday mornings in Pathfinders. 

 

1.4 Safeguarding (Rev Tim Ward and Kasia Nichols) 

 

Last year the diocese introduced a new schedule of policies for safeguarding 

which the PCC has adopted along with a monitoring system called Simple 

Quality Protects. This allows the diocese for the first time to monitor the state of 

safeguarding in the parish via an online return. The PCC formed a 

subcommittee of the Parish Safeguarding Officer, Jean Strickland and the 

Vicar to complete this.  

In 2018 the PCC appointed a new Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO) Kasia 

Nichols; her details are on the notice board. She has completed her C2 training 

as a leader along with the wardens, readers and vicar. There is now a 

safeguarding item on all PCC agendas to which she may speak. All current 

PCC members have completed a DBS check. 

The Sunday school leaders and helpers who appear on the rota are up to date 

on Foundation C1 safeguarding training which can now be done on line. All 

leaders and helpers, following the new guidance from CCPAS have 

completed a confidential declaration form and have the relevant DBS check 

completed.  

We have completed a review of the risk assessments for the various rooms and 

checked each venue. The diocesan behaviour code has been incorporated 
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into new parish guidance for leaders and helpers. We have completed a risk 

assessment for each children’s group activities. 

The PCC is responsible for three different groups: 1) Sunday school of which 

there are 3 different aged groups, 2) YPTIF, 3) Bell Ringers who have no children 

at present, 4) Music group practise where children are accompanied by a 

responsible adult. 

The school completed a fire drill in March evacuating the church in under two 

minutes which was well within the time allowed. The church did the same in 

September.  

 

2 Worship (Rev. Tim Ward) 
 

Our public worship at St Mary’s is aimed at providing different services to 

enable people to approach God in a setting which is familiar to them. We also 

have some united services where we try to draw the whole church community, 

which is Christ’s body, together in the presence of God. We want our worship, 

whatever its style, to remind us of our strap line Loving God Loving Community. 

Our worship is both a response to our loving God and expression of our love as 

a community which overflows into our relationships 

In 2018 the regular pattern of worship remained the same. There were joint 

school services in April for Education Sunday at the school and in December 

for Christingle. There were 2 infants baptised. The Sunday school acted out the 

Nativity in December. There were large numbers at the Crib Service and the 

Carol service where the school again participated and on Remembrance 

Sunday. 

Special services during 2018 included a Pet service which had not been held 

for several years and a new In Grateful Memory service for the bereaved which 

were very well attended. We celebrated the Walbinfont weekend with other 

local churches with a Songs of Praise. We also had some special services for 

the Year of Prayer. 

In the Music Group Gaye Reynolds played piano supported by John Wiles on 

guitar and Ben Ward on violin. We enjoyed Elizabeth singing and Lily playing 

the flute as well. Peter and Rebecca Allday continued to use puppets for the 

children. 

We are also grateful once again to Julie Allday and Kevin Durban Jackson our 

Parish Readers for ministering regularly to us throughout the year and to Bishop 

Michael for his contribution and Esther Langrish our Deanery Reader.  

Over the whole year at Walberton the normal (median) Sunday attendance 

at worship, including sick communions, was 90 adults including Home 

Communions and 14 children. In the benefice, including Binsted, the average 

weekly attendance was 94 adults and 13 children.  A small group again 

attended the Icthus week at Ashburnham.  
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3 Pastoral Action Group (Andy Blumer) 

 

The group met on three occasions in 2018. 

 

The members of the committee in 2018 were Rev Tim Ward (Chairman), Andy 

Blumer (Convenor), Jean Strickland (Churchwarden), Gaye Reynolds, Sally 

Amesbury, Scilla Page (MU rep), Caroline Sewell, and Helen Pilling. 

  

There are four Home Groups; one group meets on Monday mornings and the 

three other ones meet on Wednesday evenings. Anyone who wishes to join a 

group, are most welcome; please contact Andy Blumer. 

  

There were a number of meetings in the evenings at St Mary’s with Visiting 

Speakers presenting during the “Year of Prayer”, St Mary’s “Prayer Day” took 

place at the Bishop’s Palace on 12 May which was well attended. 

Several people are visited in our parish on a regular basis for communion and 

for company. Social visits are needed for those who are lonely and unable to 

get out and about. 

RAFT ladies met socially during the year and others are welcome to join. 

 

4 Outreach Action Group (Julie Allday) 

 

The group met four times during the year. In February the consecration of the 

churchyard extension, coordinated by Peter Brown, was well attended by 

members of the parish as well as visitors from further afield with a connection 

to St Mary’s. Kevin Durban Jackson arranged a “Summer Wines” tasting 

evening led by Richard Strickland in May and coordinated the fundraising 

Guitar Recital by Mark Jennings in June which attracted a good audience. St 

Mary’s was involved in the July Walbinfont Weekend, with the Sunday Morning 

Songs of Praise in the Village Hall, and a golf activity during the Sunday 

afternoon fete. Emma Sandieson also arranged a Golf afternoon at 

Goodwood for primary age children during the August holidays. This year’s 

Harvest Supper was accompanied by entertainment from the Country and 

Western Band, Waggon Wheel. Bernard and Jean Lane continue to lead the 

welcome group and to look out for newcomers to the parish and St Mary’s. 

Invitations to this year’s Advent and Christmas services were delivered to each 

home in the Parish during December either through the door or personally. 

There was enough interest for two travelling cribs in Advent. Our thanks go to 

Peter Brown and Ian Senior who stepped down from the Outreach group this 

year. We would welcome new members if anyone would like to become 

involved. 
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5 St Mary’s Communications Group (Ian Senior) 

This has been a year of consolidation and our communication officer 

Caroline Boniface found her other commitments meant she could no longer 

continue in the role.  We wish to record here our very grateful thanks for all 

the good work she did in promoting communication inside and outside the 

church.  We decided that we would not appoint a new Communications 

Officer in the short term as Jill Whitelock and Helen Hine have taken over the 

maintenance of the communication channels, most importantly the Website, 

ChurchSuite and Facebook.  The results speak for themselves and we are 

most grateful for their commitment and dedication. 

In last year’s report we planned to implement the new GDPR regulations, a 

members address book and the new rota system, the latter two under the 

communications product ChurchSuite.  We are pleased to say that all of 

these objectives have been completed and are bedding in.  There is more 

that ChurchSuite can offer us and we will continue to look at these modules. 

We have developed our Facebook link and Helen has made great progress 

in projecting us into the local community and beyond. 

In parallel we introduced a “Prayer walk round St. Mary’s” in which Bishop 

Michael was instrumental in its creation.  Thanks should also go to Roland 

Brackley for his excellent photographs.  If you haven’t seen it pick up a copy 

in the church. 

Communication is a two way process and we need constructive feedback 

from you all to help us to promote St. Mary’s to the community as we strive to 

live up to our strap line “Loving God – Loving Community” 

A final thank you to all of you who have helped and continue to help the 

development of communications and St. Mary’s. 

 

6 Mothers’ Union (Jean Lane) 

 

Our Committee–run Branch continues amicably: We welcomed Sandra 

Mead and Sandra Pegram to the Committee.  

Gathering in the vestry, members filled baskets with daffodils so that children 

might give 80 tiny bouquets to mothers and others at the Mothering Sunday 

church service. Members also enjoyed the annual packing of shoeboxes with 

small gifts for families in Eastern Europe, including Ukraine – for volunteers of 

“Link to Hope” to drive truck-loads of the boxes across Europe. 

We meet monthly in the village hall, small hall. Members are mindful of the 

lack of respect for women across the world. Mothers Union Projects assist 

adult women to improve reading and writing down accounts – enabling 

them to run home businesses – particularly across Africa. To this end our 

Branch held a Village Lunch for 60 people in Walberton Pavilion and later a 

Tombola stall at the Walberton Christmas Fair. These and other activities 
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raised £750 for MU projects overseas; also, towards two “Away From It All” MU 

Caravan Holidays in Sussex for needy families. 

Two of our members, Jane Hughes and Juliet Sedgwick died during 2018. We 

will miss their cooking, participation in events, their friendliness and caring. 

 

7 RAFT (Julie Allday) 
 

The RAFT group continued to meet once each term in 2018. This is a relaxed 

informal group and events are an opportunity to keep in touch and to support 

one another. We met for a meal at The George in Eartham in February, held a 

Bring-and-Share supper in June and a Pizza and Film Evening in November. We 

are grateful to Abi and Caroline who hosted us in their homes and made us 

very welcome. 

Huge thanks go to Alison Surrell who has been organising events for RAFT since 

it began four years ago and has recently stepped down. New ladies are 

always welcome to join in with any of our events. These are advertised in the 

weekly newssheet and by email if you would be like to be added to the mailing 

list. 

 

8 Living Waters (Martin Sewell) 
 

Carolyn Philpott writes 

This past year has been a very busy time here at Living Waters as usual, with 

building work progressing, developing the schools. We now have: 

1. A new Toddler Ministry, with Devoto one of our girls in the Children’s 

Home leading it. She loves children and the children adore her. She 

studied through Form 4 but did not make it to Form 5. It is a perfect 

ministry for her. 

2. The school house that has sat dormant for the 20 years I have been here 

has been put to good use for the Toddler Ministry. So, we have 

renovated most of it, but with one more room to renovate. We are 

hoping that Martin Sewell and his builders will do that job during their visit 

in February. 

3. In 2018 we had 424 students plus 24 in Form 1 of the secondary school. 

4. The secondary school still needs some finishing work plus a front building 

to be built. 

5. We had 2 visiting teams in 2018. 

6. There were 30 in the children’s home including leaders. 

7. We have been commissioned to build another house to be the 5th 

children’s home, with 12 more children added. So consequently, it was 

necessary to build a proper dining hall and kitchen which is being done 

now. 
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The following are the National Exam results from 2018: 

Standard 4 National exams: 

A: District Level: Position 31 out of 90 schools. 

B: Regional Level: Position 171 out of 873 schools. 

C: National Level: Position 2770 out of 13182 schools. 

Standard 7 National exams: 

A: District Level: Position 24 out of 86 schools. 

B: Regional Level: Position 92 out of 734 schools. 

C: National Level: Position 843 out of 10090 schools.  

 

Please continue to pray for us and the year ahead. 

Thank you for being there for us. 

 

9 Barnabas Fund (Irene Howell) 
 

We continue to support our five families in Pakistan with the faithful giving of 

our members of St Mary’s. “Receiving a regular food parcel can have a life 

transforming impact for an impoverished Pakistani Christian family”. The future 

of these families is in their children and to know they are in education brings 

joy and thanks to God, with more hope for the years to come. Through 

conversation with Barnabas Fund I know they have been concentrating on 

helping families to set up small businesses to help themselves. 

I do thank you for praying for Asia Bibi. As I write she is hoping to be given 

asylum with her family in another country. Remember those who are still on 

death row and in prison in Pakistan on blasphemy charges. Pray that the 

blasphemy laws will be amended and Imran Khan (Prime Minister) will uphold 

his commitment that “Pakistan’s policies won’t be for the few rich people, it will 

be for the poor, for our women, for our minorities, whose rights are not 

respected”. 

Our donations for the Church Christmas Card broke all previous records and 

raised £192.35. Last year our Monday morning Bible Study Group, with 

donations, raised £236. Thank you all for your generous support. This money was 

sent for the Christian Bakeries to help alleviate the needs of malnourished 

children. The bread rolls and soya milk provided, guarantee at least one 

nutritious meal a day. 

Although we are not involved, Barnabas Fund report that 387 Pakistani 

Christian families who were bonded labourers in brick kilns have had their debts 

paid and are now free. 
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It is now sixteen years since we began helping Pakistani families. Comments 

such as “I feel privileged and thank god for our answered prayers” make our 

commitment to pray and give a very special expression of our Christian love. 

 

 

10 Churchyard (Peter Brown) 
 

The reseeding of part of the new extension to the churchyard was very 

successful and the whole new area has blended in beautifully. To date only 

one burial has taken place there. 

To coincide with the five-yearly report on the church building, an 

arboriculturalist was appointed to survey the mature trees. He was happy that 

all the trees are generally sound and safe; however, there was a quantity of 

deadwood in an ancient ash tree which overhangs the new extension. In 

expectation that the area might be used for social purposes, it was 

recommended that the deadwood should be removed. The work was 

completed in January 2019.  

The voluntary churchyard working party again gave great service throughout 

the year. Keeping on top of the lush growth. The very dry summer fortunately 

slowed the growth down. 

When the churchyard was extended, a wooden bench had to be removed 

for safety reasons. It has been missed by regular visitors and, subject to consent 

from the Diocese; it is proposed to replace it with a circular bench around a 

hornbeam tree giving views across the churchyard to the church and across 

the fields to the west. Contributions towards the cost will be invited. 

All mechanical equipment is regularly serviced, and an annual inspection of 

the gravestones was undertaken to ensure they were safe.  

 

 

11 The Church Choir (Peter Brown) 
 

The choir have enjoyed an interesting year and attendance varies between 

10 and 14 at most 9.00am services. Last year’s new choir leaver and organist, 

Janine Willard, was very enthusiastic, but unfortunately had to leave us for 

personal reasons. However, in her time with us she introduced some new music 

and improved our techniques. The choir was grateful to Gaye Reynolds and 

Deirdre Christiansen for cheerfully jumping into the breach and being so 

flexible. 

The choir enjoys the great diversity of music they are asked to sing and – having 

now sung together for many years – enjoy a close and warm friendship. They 

are mindful of the great support from our Vicar: since Janine left, he has taken 

over the organisation of the music at all services. During the Advent period, as 
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we learnt new Christmas music, we were delighted to be joined by other 

members of the congregation who sing but cannot commit to regular 

membership. We were greatly helped by Dr Andrew Naylor for our Christmas 

Carol Service. New members will always be made welcome! 

 

12 Bell Ringing (Colin Spencer) 

The regular ringers for Sunday service and Thursday practice ringing have 

continued to support us and we have had encouraging visits from two other 

people who may be able to join us more often in the future as their 

commitments change. We will still consider some more local appeals again 

and see if we can get some results. 

The ropes, bells and fittings have been inspected and maintained where 

necessary and are all in good condition. 

We had two weddings to ring for during the past year and have welcomed 

two bands of visiting ringers. We are also still enjoying hosting the 4th Saturday 

morning additional advanced practice organised by the County ringing 

association, which has continued to be popular and well supported by other 

ringers from around this part of the County. 

Thanks to Tim and the Churchwardens again for their support, from all the 

ringers. 

13 Churches Together in the Six Villages (Vanessa Church) 
 

The group met together on January 17th to share the midweek service for the 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and then enjoyed a pleasant social time in 

the Murrell Arms. Several members were involved in the performance of “Push” 

on Holocaust Memorial Day, which had been an amazing experience and was 

completely sold out. There was a service of Healing and Wholeness at St 

George’s Church, Eastergate on Sunday 18th February and the Women’s World 

Day of Prayer, this year from Suriname, was held at St Mary’s Aldingbourne. 

There was an ecumenical Good Friday witness at The Church in the Market 

Place, and “Thy Kingdom Come”, an ecumenical event in Chichester 

Cathedral in May. The Fair Trade Coffee Morning has become a regular yearly 

event and this year was held on July 10th. The regular Churches Together 

meetings continue to focus on prayer for the unity of the churches and the 

Advent Carol Service was held at St Mary’s Slindon. 

 

14 Sidesmen (Jean Strickland) 
 

Thank you to all the people who undertake the duty of Sidesmen. Some of you 

have been helping for a long time and some of you have recently joined us. 
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We could always have more to cope with holidays and busy times of the year. 

It is important to welcome all who come to Church, especially visitors and new 

arrivals to the village. The help given to the Churchwardens is very much 

appreciated as is the tidying of the Church after each service. 

At this time, I would like to include all who do many things around the Church, 

cleaning, flowers, refreshments, these do not go unnoticed. 

Thank you all so very much. 

 

SIDESMEN 2018 

Pauline and Andy Blumer Scilla and Roger Page 

Maureen and Roland 

Brackley Jacqui Peppit 

Diane Clack Caroline and Martin Sewell 

Martin Cannings Colin Spencer 

Helen and Tom Evans Pat and Brian Varney 

Helen and Richard Hine Ann Weatherdon 

Susan and Edward 

Martineau 

Graham and Cherry 

Williams 
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15 Outward Giving Report (Tom Evans) 
 

Special Collections      

St Wilfrid's Hospice 
  

£124 
  

Mothers Union 
  

£186 includes GASDS reclaim 

Stonepillow 
   

£287 
  

Snowdrop Trust 
  

£278 includes GASDS reclaim 

Gift of Years 
  

£135 
  

MacMillan Cancer 
  

£99 includes GASDS reclaim 

HASAG  
   

£79 
  

Littlehampton Food Bk 
 

£201 
  

Cancer Relief 
  

£30 from GASDS reclaim 

Life Centre 

Chichester 

  
£40 from GASDS reclaim 

Royal British Legion 
  

£635 includes GASDS reclaim 

Children’s Society 
  

£273 includes GASDS reclaim 

HFT 
   

£60 from GASDS reclaim 

Barnabas Fund 
  

£422 includes GASDS reclaim 

MAF Aviation 
  

£50 from GASDS reclaim 

Living Waters 
  

£376 includes GASDS reclaim 

McCabe Ed Trust 
  

£60 from GASDS reclaim 

Embrace Middle East £891 includes GASDS reclaim 

Farm Africa 
   

£482 includes GASDS reclaim 

TOTAL 
   

£4,710 
  

       

PCC Giving 
      

Just Different 
  

£200 
  

Snowdrop Trust 
  

£300 
  

CYE Sailing 
   

£200 
  

Heart Publications 
  

£100 
  

St Wilfrid’s Hospice 
  

£200 
  

CPAS 
   

£200 
  

Media Serve 
   

£250 
  

Living Waters 
  

£1,000 
  

SIM Niger 
   

£250 
  

SGM Life Words 
  

£100 
  

UCB 
   

£100 
  

TOTAL 
   

£2,900 
  

 

 


