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ST MARY’S WALBERTON WITH BINSTED

LETTER FROM THE VICAR

SERVICES IN CHURCH & ONLINE AT ST MARY’S
Assuming that worship is allowed to continue we will celebrate The
Epiphany of our Lord on 3 January at Binsted with a 9am BCP Holy
Communion and at Walberton with a 10.45am All Age Communion
service. Booking will be required for these services, especially at
Binsted.
Please reserve a place with the wardens, jean@strickland.co.uk
(01243 552825) at Walberton or katemills2266@gmail.com (07925
982432) at Binsted. Masks now have to be worn indoors for those over
11 years of age. Seating outside will resume in the spring.
In the following weeks as well as a service online we hope there will
be two services at 9am (Traditional) and 10.45am (Contemporary) at
Walberton. But, please, keep an eye on the website
www.stmaryswalberton.org.uk each week as these may combine on
some Sundays.
If there is another lockdown the church will be open daily for private
prayer and we will repeat our very successful day of prayer and
fasting.
Our weekly Parish Prayers continues via Zoom. If you want to take
part please email houseofprayer@stmaryswalberton.org.uk and ask
to be added to the ChurchSuite email list. You will then receive a link
via email enabling you to join the prayer meeting on Tuesday
mornings at 8.30am. Do also look at the prayers in the House of
Prayer on the website or even add your own.
The Church office is usually manned by Jill on Thursday mornings and
now Carole on Tuesday mornings. It is best to contact by email,
stmaryswalberton@uwclub.net. The phone, 552792, is redirected to
the Vicarage at weekends. If you need help in a practical way then
do call our help number 07552 774494 or email
help@stmaryswalberton.org.uk. As you can see from the box below
the Parish Council, Church and other voluntary organisations are
making a coordinated effort to provide all the support you may
need.

ORGANISATIONS OFFERING HELP
Mothers’ Union
Village Friends
Wednesday Afternoon Club
Parish Clerk
St Mary’s Church Office
St Mary’s Helpline

6

01243 552825
Jean Strickland
07925 217843
Meg Brackley
01243 555893
Ann Wells
01243 554528
*
01243 552792
*
07552 774494
Voicemail available
* Answerphone checked daily

A Time of Waiting
Reflecting on our current situation I think we are getting an insight
into what our ancient forebears experienced. Imagine being in a
wattle and daub hut in a forest clearing in the depth of winter. If you
had a fire it was probably damp and smoky with no chimney. How
they must have longed for spring! I think the relief of spring will be
truly liberating this year. It will be a moment of pure unmitigated joy.
Even in the depth of winter there are signs of what is coming as buds
start to form.
As I write I am booking up my first ever flu jab and looking forward to
getting a COVID-19 vaccination sometime in the spring. I would
encourage everyone to do the same. Hopefully, we can get on top
of this pandemic together, praying to our Creator that the virus
doesn’t find a way around our efforts. For everything is ultimately in
his hands.
Happy New Year.

Rev Tim Ward, Vicar
A POEM TO WARM AND ENCOURAGE
Tis winter now; the fallen snow
Has left the heav’ns all coldly
clear;
Through leafless boughs the sharp
winds blow,
And all the earth lies dead and
drear.
And yet God's love is not
withdrawn;
His life within the keen air
breathes,
His beauty paints the crimson
dawn,
And clothes the boughs with
glitt’ring wreaths.

And though abroad the sharp
winds blow,
And skies are chill, and frosts are
keen,
Home closer draws her circle
now,
And warmer glows her light
within.
O God! who giv'st the winter’s
cold
As well as summer’s joyous rays,
Us warmly in Thy love enfold
And keep us through life’s wintry
days.
Samuel Longfellow
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THE ED’S PAGE
A Happy New Year To You All!
And a very different year to 2020 I am sure we are all hoping.
At the start of a new year I would like to thank all our readers who have
loyally purchased the Parish News in the last year. Without our equally loyal
advertisers we would not be able to produce the magazine at its modest
price, thank you for renewing your adverts for the coming year. A few have
been unable to renew and we wish them well for the future in these
uncertain times.
To all those who have contributed on an occasional or regular basis, thank
you. It has been my pleasure to receive all your various contributions, nearly
all these days by email, and I feel I have made many good friends, even
those whom I have never met! Most of the items offered to me have been
published, if I have overlooked any my apologies; some have been
unprintable but those have also been appreciated and have given me
some much needed mirth in this last year!
My most grateful thanks, however, go to the small team who make sure the
Parish News arrives in your letter box or is available to buy each month.
Without naming them they do the proof reading, the bulk of the printing,
collate the magazines for distribution and then distribute the magazines.
Thank you!
Now you may be wondering what this is all working up to - well I think it is time
to hand on the editorial role. I have been editing the Parish News for 5 years
and don’t want to risk becoming stale. On page 17 you will find a request
for a new editor. Don’t be shy if you think you would fancy the role. It has
been a very rewarding experience and very enjoyable. If you fancy yourself
as an editor and want an informal chat then my contact details are on
page 56.
After a bumper edition last month this current edition is a bit shorter but,
hopefully, you will find plenty to interest and entertain you. This month’s
interview is with Chris Doman who will need no introduction to most of you
but you may be surprised at the rich variety of roles in which he has been
involved over many decades. The churchyard features on pages 14 and
15, with some new additions to the ‘furniture’. The debacle over the A27
continues with Highways England coming out of the consultation process in
a very poor light. A new initiative to spike the Grey route might involve
Binsted Church and a move to change its listed status to Grade II *, see
page 28.
Most of the media is saturated if not completely obsessed with COVID-19
and you may be relieved to find that it gets hardly a mention in this edition.
However it is not all over yet but the light seems to be growing brighter at the
end of the tunnel with the imminent vaccination of the population..

Renew your Parish News Subscription
Secure your copies for 2021 - See Page 55
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FROM THE PARISH RECORDS ~ Walberton
Burial of Ashes:

Dec 4

Sharon Edna Misselbrook

The Art Society Boxgrove
The Boxgrove Arts Society, although not able to meet in person,
have been continuing to interest members by online lectures, the
odd safe-distance meet and frequent newsletters. We have been
trying very hard to maintain contact by keeping everyone up to
date until the time when we can meet again at Boxgrove Village
Hall. We do hope that 2021 will bring up this opportunity but until
then our next couple of lectures will be online. We still welcome new
members to join our friendly group. This membership will not only
allow you to log on to our lectures but also to the many different
exhibitions and lectures offered by the Arts Society Head Office as
well as their Arts magazine. Please send any queries to Elaine Clark
at elainerichards@uwclub.net or ring her on 01243 555644.
Best wishes to you all for 2021.
Elaine Clark

WALBERTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
I hope all you gardeners with vegetable patches or an allotment
impressed your visitors with your beautiful home grown vegetables,
grown last summer and served for Christmas lunch.
Now it time to study the Seed catalogues and dream of the
beautiful fruit, vegetable and flowers you plan to grow this summer.
No excuses, the shortest day has been and gone, so spring is round
the corner!
Although we can’t meet face to face, the new committee is
working away organising this year’s shows and events. We are
planning to send out a news letter and membership forms to all the
2019 members we have contact details for, but if you have an
email address please send it to: lizhewson1@icloud.com
Yes we are planning a website, but that costs, so, unless there is
someone out there who may be prepared to help you will need to
be patient a little longer!
If you have any ideas about how we should move forward we
would love to hear them.
We wish you a very Happy New Year and successful gardening.
Liz Hewson

9

January
Whilst restrictions on singing indoors are in place, our
usual Services of worship will be suspended although the
Chapel will continue to be in use for prayer meetings. This is
subject to change at short notice when circumstances
improve. Online Services will continue via Zoom.

CERTAINTY IN AN UNCERTAIN WORLD
We are about to embark on a New Year, but I wonder if we are
doing so with the same enthusiasm that is usually evident at such a
time. A year ago, we thought we had resolved a major dispute
about how we were going to leave the European Union, but many
issues have yet to be decided.
The last twelve months have been strange and difficult creating
challenges for all of us in one way or another. January 2020 started
badly when an United States drone strike near the Baghdad
International Airport led to the death of Iranian major general
Qasem Soleimani and the subsequent retaliation by Iran resulted in
the accidental shooting down of Ukrainian International Airlines flight
PS752, with the loss of the 176 people on board.
Another shock to many of us was the unexpected announcement
made on Instagram by Prince Harry and his wife Meghan, (Duke and
Duchess of Sussex) saying that they wanted to take a step back as
‘senior’ members of the Royal Family.
We looked in horror at the devastation caused by the bush fires in
Australia in which a number of people died including some of the fire
fighters themselves. Many thousands of animals were lost, and large
numbers of homes destroyed leaving communities destitute. Taal,
the volcanic Island in the middle of a freshwater lake just 40 miles
south of Manila, erupted on the 12th of January and produced a
mushroom cloud reminiscent of an atomic bomb explosion. Mass
evacuations were necessary to preserve life. All this and more - only
a couple of weeks into the new year! By March we began to realise
that a serious threat to the nation’s health had appeared in the form
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Pastor Ray

A RIDDLE FOR A NEW YEAR
The two words Roast Mules are an anagram making up one
word which any child of ten would know. Can you solve it?
Ans. Somersault

WALBERTON BAPTIST CHURCH

of the Covid 19 virus. This had an enormous impact on our way of
life as the government brought in restrictions to contain the
pandemic and we are still living with these in various forms. We know
what has passed but none of us can know what’s coming down the
road. The advent of the vaccine is a great answer to prayer and has
lifted the mood of the population considerably, but it will take many
months before everyone can receive it so that some form of
normality can return.
The year 2020 should make us aware of how little control we really
have over the things that happen around us and how fragile is our
connection with this physical world. There is another dimension
which we can easily overlook in our busy lives and we are reminded
of it in the Christmas story. St. Luke is the only Gospel writer to give us
a detailed account of all that took place as God prepared to enter
this world in human form and he has much to say concerning the
part that angels played. We may not be familiar with these
supernatural beings, but they are every bit as real as we are and
probably play a much greater part in what is happening than we
realise. They are heavenly messengers who carry out God’s
instructions. Gabriel was sent to the priest, Zacharias, telling him that
his wife would bear a son, and then to Mary declaring to her that she
had been chosen as a channel for the Son of God. The angel
Gabriel packs a great deal of important information into this brief
encounter but whilst this is of great significance in God’s overall plan,
Mary was focusing on the practicalities as I think most women would.
All that she heard was wonderful, but she wanted to know how it
could happen since no mention had been made of a man – usually
a necessary ingredient! I don’t think Mary was any wiser after
Gabriel’s explanation but her willingness for this miraculous
conception was required. We hear so much in rape cases today
about the issue of consent. I believe that God wanted Mary’s
consent for her body to be available for this purpose as He always
works in cooperation with the human spirit. In other words, she could
have said no but her response was, “Behold the maidservant of the
Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.” Gabriel was able to
return to heaven having obtained Mary’s consent. That shows me
how much love and respect God has for His creation. Gabriel
declared to Mary, “With God nothing will be impossible.” Can we
believe God for the impossible? Easy to say – much more difficult to
do! May the Lord grant us the grace we need for the challenges
ahead. Jesus is the Living Word – follow Him.
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PRO-FOREST
Suppliers since 1997 of
Seasoned logs, sawn & machined timber
and fencing.
All our timber has been felled, processed (and trees replanted) by
ourselves, working entirely in local woodlands. Our firewood has
been independently audited and complies with all the new
Government requirements.
ALSO
Tree felling and woodland management
Please contact Andrew M Cossar B.Sc on
01243 814706 / 07767 607524
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Happy New Year! from us all at the Walberton community
playcentre. As we welcome 2021, we also reflect on the challenging
and difficult year 2020 has been for everyone. With the support and
love of the staff, children, families and community, we made it
through a tough year together! We thank you all.
The playcentre children and staff had a memorable and magical
December, making the most of our friends and loved ones. Here at
the playcentre, we have been supporting the children’s emotional
resilience during the second lockdown, by providing continuity of
familiar routines and supporting their families.
We were in the full Christmas swing during December. The staff put
together a Santa’s workshop, and the children made Christmas
decorations, cards, yummy treats and enjoyed festive activities. The
younger babies in our nursery also enjoyed and joined in the festive
fun with a Christmas jumper day! All the children also enjoyed a
special traditional homemade Christmas lunch (with all the
trimmings) by our talented in-house cooks.
The playcentre children
did not miss out this year
on the festivities and
really enjoyed our
Christmas parties. Cpaws
party took place in the
pavilion and the nursery
also loved their Christmas
party. We were even
lucky to have a socially
distanced visit from a very
special guest, and the
children received a lovely
little gift.
Congratulations to the winners of the Christmas raffle we held in
December. And we thank those who donated and purchased
tickets with us.
We look forward to a prosperous, healthy and happy new year
ahead.
Natalie O’Connor
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ST MARY’S LYCHGATE : A WELL-MARKED ANNIVERSARY
In November, as usual, we all remembered the lives lost in this parish
in the two World Wars. From a small village in those days, the socalled Great War 1914-18 was particularly savage. In the aftermath,
residents were determined that the young men who had died should
not be forgotten.
£370 was raised by public subscription to meet the cost of the
impressive lychgate at the entrance to St Mary’s churchyard. It is
believed that it was constructed by local tradesmen. It was formally
adopted as Walberton’s official War Memorial and was completed
on December 19th 1920, when it was dedicated in a solemn
ceremony attended by the Archdeacon of Chichester.
Inevitably, such a large wooden structure suffers some weather
damage over the years - especially the hand gate which is not
protected by the tile roof. That gate has required repairs on several
occasions over the years. Early in 2020, the gate was in a very poor
condition and, supported by generous donations, a local craftsman,
Mike Hughes, was commissioned to build a replacement: because
of its status, it had to be an exact replica of the original but some of
the original ironwork was reused.
Unfortunately, the coronavirus pandemic slowed the process as,
earlier in the year, timber merchants closed down. The gate has
again been fashioned from solid seasoned oak and has presented
Mike with quite a challenge. His target was to complete the work
before Christmas and in time to mark the 100th anniversary of the
Peter Brown
original lychgate. Well done Mike!
Mike kindly assembled the
parts of the gate to give an
idea of its appearance and
progress. Some final
finishing is needed, the top
of the post needs to be
carved and the whole
sanded down and finished.
But he is nearly there.

When I visited Mike just before the centenary of its installation he was
making good progress with the gate as shown in the photo but, as a
woodworker myself, I could only agree with him that to strive to
complete it by the anniversary date would be to invite a last minute
disaster. But it will appear very soon. Mike told me he wished he
could have questioned the original craftsman, it would have made
his task easier!
Ed.
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A VIEW WITHOUT COMPARE

One of our problems today is that we are all too busy: too busy to
relax; too busy to enjoy our beautiful countryside; too busy to just sit
for a while and count our blessings.
With the threats of yet more housing and brutal new roads, we
should be encouraged to not take for granted the privilege we
enjoy in living in our villages. Here in Walberton parish it still feels like
village life and our villages are wrapped around by the varied
landscape of an abundant countryside with high quality productive
land, woodlands, ponds and ancient hedgerows.
So…. why not find somewhere peaceful where you can really take in
the environment which we all enjoy. Do I have somewhere in mind?
Yes: have you yet spent time on the new circular tree bench in St
Mary’s churchyard? It has greatly enhanced the beautiful “God’s
acre” with its soaring trees dating back to 1834 and the fascinating
old gravestones, each of which can tell a story and provide us with a
link with the past.
The churchyard is maintained by a keen team of volunteers who
normally meet on a Tuesday. The new seats were provided through
your generous donations and were expertly installed by Steve Napier
Raikes. Next time you pass through take a short break and enjoy:
• The picturesque churchyard dating back a thousand years
• The view across to the village housing
• The enclosed extension to the churchyard with the community
planted hedgerow
• The wide views across the horse paddocks to the rich agricultural
land with next year’s harvest already evident.

Peter Brown
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A SENIOR’S VERSION OF FACEBOOK

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
A new year always begins with hope and we in the MU are hoping
and praying for a better year than 2020. Before lockdown we
began by appointing a new committee: Sandra Pegrum, Liz Brown,
Sandy Mead, Jean Strickland, Jean Lane and Pat Varney. During
lockdown we managed just one further meeting in Jean and
Bernard’s garden (with social distancing). Among other business we
were able to see an example of our latest project, a Moses basket
full of suitable items to be given to a new mother, as recommended
by the midwives from St Richard’s Hospital. Two such baskets have
now been gratefully received.
We were also able to provide an increased number of Christmas
shoeboxes, decorated and filled with seasonal and useful gifts to be
distributed to impoverished Eastern European families.
Our committee have kept us in touch with each other by producing
a monthly newsletter, edited by Sandra Pegrum, to which any of us
can contribute. It has been very much appreciated. They have also
kept in touch by phoning and making sure that no one was needing
help in any way or feeling lonely.
Due to the lockdown restrictions MU has suffered a significant loss of
income from letting fees for conferences at its large London
headquarters. Reluctant to sell the property, which is a hub for UK
branches and MU visitors from across the world, it has been decided
that member subscriptions will have to be increased to make up the
shortfall.
Let us hope that the freedom we have enjoyed in the past to live our
lives without undue restrictions will be restored to us in 2021, and with
that thought in mind I wish you all a happy New Year.
Stella Shepperd

A FEW FUNNIES
“Judas Asparagus was one of the disciples but he wasn’t very nice.”
“ Moses had led his people through the desert for 40 years because
even in Bible times men didn’t like asking the way.”
“ When Mary heard she was going to be the mother of Jesus, she
sang the Magna Carta.”
“ Paul preached about holy acrimony, which is another name for
marriage.”
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For those of my generation who do not, and cannot, comprehend
why Facebook exists: I am trying to make friends outside of
Facebook while applying the same principles. Therefore, every day
I walk down the street and tell passers-by what I have eaten, how I
feel at the moment, what I have done the night before, what I will
do later and with whom. I give them pictures of my family, my dog
and of me gardening, taking things apart in the garage, watering
the lawn, standing in front of landmarks, driving around town,
having lunch, and doing what anybody and everybody does every
day. I also listen to their conversations, give them a “thumbs up”
and tell them I “like” them. And it works just like Facebook. I
already have 4 people following me: 2 police officers, a private
investigator and a psychiatrist.

HOPE
Not everything is cancelled
Spring is not cancelled
love is not cancelled
relationships are not cancelled
reading is not cancelled
naps are not cancelled

devotion is not cancelled
music is not cancelled
dancing is not cancelled
imagination is not cancelled
kindness is not cancelled
conversations are not cancelled

HOPE IS NOT CANCELLED

NEW EDITOR NEEDED.
After 5 years your editor has decided to hand on the task of
compiling and editing the Parish News to someone else before he
gets too stale or repetitive. The final copy of my editorship will be
no later than the July/August edition but the role is available now.
By now you all know my hobby-horses and may have wearied of
some of the rather feeble jokes that tickle my sense of humour, but
might make you groan.
I am also aware that the Parish News could benefit from a fresh pair
of eyes looking at its content, layout and direction. It would be
great if someone of more tender years (not hard to find) would take
over and bring a younger look and perspective to what is, I believe,
a valued and vibrant part of village life.
There is a job description available and a Comprehensive Guide to
setting up and printing the Parish News. The Editor of the
Walberton, Binsted and Fontwell Parish News is currently a voluntary
role. The next PCC in January will discuss the possibility of this being
a paid role.
The Parochial Church Council are the Publisher and Rev Tim Ward is
the Chairman of that council. If you are interested please contact
him for the Job Description, Guide and any further information.
Email vicar@stmaryswalberton.org.uk
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Fun, Friendship and Learning at Walberton Village Hall,
where we have secure outdoor areas to explore,
discover and learn

Our experienced, caring, friendly and qualified staff will treat your child
as an individual and support you both to make those important first steps
towards independence and ‘big school’.

“It’s truly a special place where children feel loved and nurtured.”
www.walbertonpre-school.co.uk contact@walbertonpre-school.co.uk

Santa visits
Walberton
Pre-School!

Complete with
hand sanitiser - sign
of the times!

It will be a cold, January day when you read this, so I thought I’d
give you some cheer by telling you about our Christmas Party
celebrations at Walberton Pre-School.
I’ve been hearing on the news that some schools have not been
able to have their usual Christmas celebrations and we are really
lucky to be in Tier 2 and part of one Bubble. We had to make some
adjustments so that we were as Covid safe as possible – for the first
time, we did not invite the children’s families to join us. This felt bad
to us teachers, but the children actually loved being dressed in their
party clothes and having us all to themselves. I do think that it would
have been a totally overwhelming experience if the parents were in
the hall too. I was reminded by one Mum that this Christmas party is
the only party that her daughter has been to for the whole of this
year! Wow, when you think about it, that’s obvious, but I still found it
a real shock. And made me doubly happy that we’d been able to
have such a good morning.
We had a magic show by Malcolm the Magican and he was
fantastic. He had prepared a socially distant show and kept the
whole group of children enthralled and amused for a whole 45
minutes! And they’re only 2, 3 and a few are 4 years of age – now
that is a magic power!! Afterwards, one Mum messaged me to say
how much her son had enjoyed the show and he has now asked
Santa for a magic kit for Christmas. I messaged Malcolm to tell him
and he replied “that has made my day!”
The children sat and enjoyed a Christmas lunch, which their parents
had prepared. And then they saw somebody walk past the
window… wearing a red and white suit and carrying a full sack …
you know who it was! One little boy’s mouth fell open and his
mouthful of lunch fell out onto the table!!! He had seen Santa!!
Santa walked past the windows, waving, and then he appeared on
the stage, sitting in his comfy chair next to a roaring fire and a
Christmas tree. He had a present in his sack for every child and they
came up one by one onto the stage to receive it and have their
picture taken – all whilst complying with Social Distancing rules. It
was a real pleasure to be able to ‘ping’ these pictures to all of our
families, together with pictures and video of the magic show. Hasn’t
technology been a blessing for us in 2020? (and a massive learning
curve – I’m sure that’s not just me…)
Here’s wishing everybody a Happy and Healthy 2021!
Helen Baxter
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CHRIS DOMAN AN INTERVIEW 11 DEC 2020
Most will know Chris Doman through performances in the village hall.
They may not know he has been a notable part of business and
entertainment life in and around Chichester since boyhood.
He was born in North Street, Chichester, on 3rd September 1937. War
broke out on his 2nd Birthday. His father was called up and
commissioned into the Pioneer Corps. He landed in France on D+14
and among other activities ran work camps for German POW’s.
Chris remembers watching, with his father, dog fights over Tangmere
during the Battle of Britain. Also being on West Wittering Beach when
it was closed by soldiers preparing coastal defences.
Demobbed in 1946 Chris’s father re-joined his father William, and
brother Arthur, in the family business ‘Doman and Son’. Chris’s father
eventually converted the East Street branch into a highly regarded
specialist soft furnisher.
The business had been started by his great grandfather in 1866 and
the family lived in a 2-floor flat over the shop. His mother also worked
in North Street as a pharmacist in her family business, Bastows, which
she left when they married.
Chris cites his father ‘as straight as a die, hugely
respected in Chichester and the major influence
on my life’. During the war he remembers being
given sweets from a GI office in North Street.
One GI was Master Sergeant Manson E Payne
from Florida who Chris met up with in Florida 20
years later. Chris does not forget much – useful
in his chosen profession.
In 1953 Chris’s father moved the family, now
including Chris and his younger brother Richard,
to Pine Grove into a house he built. Chris
remained there until he married Vicki in 1968.
They had 2 children before the marriage was
dissolved. He married Madeline in 1984 and they moved to
Barnham with their 3 children from both marriages.
Chris went to Oakwood School and then Wellington School in
Somerset. While at Oakwood he knew he wanted to become a
lawyer and started his lifelong love affair with the theatre.
He was accepted by Oxford on a state scholarship. But first it was
National Service in the Royal Pioneer Corps, to the disgust of his
father – until he obtained his commission. Mostly uneventful until the
Suez Crisis when he found himself on 11th November 1956 landing in
Port Said with ‘little idea of what was going on. Were they going to
be attacked by the Russians?’ He remembers coming home on the
troop ship Asturias with the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. He
landed back in England on 31st December thankful not to be aboard
later when the Argylls celebrated Hogmanay.
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Then Oxford where he rowed for his college (and was Secretary of
Boats), played a little hockey and squash and scored his first and
only try in a match against Smiths of England. His first and only goal
was in a football match between Oakwood and Avisford School!
But now it was time to work, and he was articled to a firm of
Chichester solicitors, Thomas Eggar, where solicitors did a bit of
everything. He learned his trade at magistrates’ courts, tribunals all
over the country and the normal round of conveyancing, wills,
probate and so on. Eventually he specialised in Employment Law,
finally dealing with private clients.
He was now a full partner and part of the effort to build the firm,
partly through takeovers, to become a major firm of Chichester
solicitors, until being taken over themselves a few years ago. He
became senior partner and chairman.
The law brought a range of interesting jobs including directorships of
Trusts and local enterprises. These included a spell as Company
Secretary to Chichester Festival Theatre.
Madeline and Chris share a passion for theatre, particularly musical
theatre. Chris has a fine bass voice and played various parts,
including the lead in several musicals. Along with his love for Gilbert
and Sullivan he sang the lead in Fiddler on the Roof (3 times); others
included My Fair Lady, the Merry Widow and Die Fledermaus. Chris
enjoyed principal parts in the two community plays in the Chichester
Festival Theatre’s main house, “The Barchester Chronicles” and “The
Devil’s Dancing Hour”
After they were married Chris joined WOADS (The Walberton
Operatic and Dramatic Society).
Madeline, who had been a professional actor and singer, was a
founder member and became Chairman. They could put on big
productions with up to 30 players on stage. Not so these days and
WOADS became the Walberton Players.
Madeline had another connection with Walberton. She came from
Liverpool where the doctor who became Lady Woolton carried on
her practice in consulting rooms owned by Madeline’s aunt. Lady
Woolton was the second wife of Viscount Walberton, Earl of Woolton.
Together with 5 others Chris and Madeline formed a group, ‘Les
Chanteurs’, giving concerts in West Sussex and further afield. At
Christmas they were invited to sing at Arundel Castle for Lavinia,
Duchess of Norfolk.
Downsizing from their large Barnham house they moved into the
newly converted village shop in The Street.
A committed churchgoer, Chris was church warden in Funtington
before marriage, later at Boxgrove Priory. He was Vice Chairman of
Aldingbourne, Barnham and Eastergate PCC and has just joined our

21

Walberton PCC. A lifelong golfer, he is a past captain and president
of Goodwood Golf Club.
His love of theatre started while at Oakwood with a part in
Midsummer Night’s Dream. It continued at Wellington (including
Rosalind in ‘As You Like It’ – the problem of female parts in all-boy
schools). Not much at Oxford but on returning to Chichester he
joined the Chichester Players and then the Chichester Operatic
Society (CHAOS). He sang in concerts in Chichester, Walberton and
Littlehampton. Also concerts abroad including Gilbert and Sullivan in
Helsinki to an audience of uncomprehending Finns.
Chris joined Round Table and became Chairman. In 1987 he was
the Founder President of The Rotary Club of Chichester Priory.”
In 2011 Rotary held a series of Q & As with one-word replies being
preferred. Some of Chris’s are enlightening.
Q. What is your favourite television programme? A. FOYLE’S WAR
Q. What profession other than your own would you like to attempt?
A. UNIVERSITY DON
Q. If a fire broke out in your house, which item/object would you try
to save first? A. SPECTACLES. (During our talk he sensibly amended
that to ‘Wife’).
Q. If Heaven exists, what would you like to hear God say when you
arrive at the Pearly Gates? A. WELL NOW, I THINK WE CAN
OVERLOOK THAT!
When interviewed for Thomas Eggar he was asked ‘Do you like
people? Because if not you mustn’t become a lawyer’. Clearly his
story shows he did and does.
He was a trustee of the Chichester Harbour Trust, and Littlehampton
Playing Field. He was a governor of Chichester University when it
gained its university status. He was President of the Chichester and
District Law Society, and for some twenty years Clerk of the Arundel
Prosecuting Society.
He was Chairman of Oakwood School and a governor of Chichester
High School for boys.
I asked him how he would describe his life in a sentence. After some
thought he said, ‘fulfilling and satisfying’. He gave great service to
his clients but also to the community as a director or trustee, in
charitable activities, (including Snowdrop), and of course providing
great entertainment on-stage and in song over many years. I guess
the many trusteeships means he is a man in whom others are happy
to place their trust.
He is a man of many talents with a multitude of friends gained in a
life well lived.
Patrick Dealtry
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GENESIS REVISITED!
In the year 2020, the Lord came to Noah who was living in America
and said, "Once again, the earth has become wicked and overpopulated, and I see the end of all flesh before me. Build another
Ark and save 2 of every living thing along with a few good humans."
He gave Noah the blueprints, saying, "You have 6 months to build the
Ark before I will start the unending rain for 40 days and 40 nights."
Six months later, the Lord looked down and saw Noah weeping in his
yard, but no Ark. "Noah!." He roared. "I'm about to start the rain!
Where is the Ark?"
"Forgive me, Lord." begged Noah. "But things have changed. I
needed a Building Permit. I've been arguing with the Boat Inspector
about the need for a sprinkler system. My Neighbourhood
Association claim that I've violated Covenants by building the Ark in
my back garden and exceeding height limitations. We had to go to
the local Planning Committee for a decision. Then the City Council
and the Electricity Company demanded a shed load of money for
the future costs of moving power lines and other overhead
obstructions, to clear the passage for the Ark's move to the sea. I
told them that the sea would be coming to us, but they would have
none of it. Getting the wood was another problem. There's a ban
on cutting local trees in order to save the Greater Spotted Barn Owl.
I tried to convince the environmentalists that I needed the wood to
save the owls, but no go. When I started gathering the animals, the
RSPCA took me to court. They insisted that I was confining wild
animals against their will. They argued the accommodation was too
restrictive and it was cruel and inhumane to put so many animals in
a confined space. Then the Environmental Protection Agency ruled
that I couldn't build the Ark until they'd conducted an environmental
impact study on Your proposed flood. I'm still trying to resolve a
complaint with the Human Rights Commission on how many
minorities I'm supposed to employ in my building crew. The
Immigration Dept. is checking the visa status of most of the people
who want to work. The unions say I can't use my sons. They insist I
have to hire only workers belonging to a union who have arkbuilding experience.
To make matters worse, HMRC seized all my assets, claiming I'm
trying to leave the country illegally with endangered species.
So, forgive me, Lord, but it would take at least 10 years for me to
finish this ark."
Suddenly the skies cleared, the sun began to shine and a rainbow
stretched across the sky.
Noah looked up in wonder and asked, "You mean you're not going
to destroy the world?"
"No", said the Lord. "The Government beat me to it."
Anon - courtesy of Chantal D-J
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HERE TO HELP OUR COMMUNITY
If you need help in any way please contact us. We can direct you
to the best place to get help and if you need financial help St
Mary’s have a dedicated fund available to those who live in the
parish. Email, text or phone
The email address is help@stmaryswalberton.org.uk
The mobile phone number is 07552774494

COMMUNITY MINIBUS SERVICE
Some discouraging news!
We regret that the Community Bus Service is
to be suspended for the time being. As soon
as it is considered safe to start again, we will let members know
and the schedule will be published in the Parish News.

In the meantime a very Happy New Year to you all!
Cherry Jay - 551818
Mary Lewis - 552292

HOW CAN WE HELP?
For the next month St Mary’s is praying especially for the residents
in Barnham Lane and Burch Grove
If you would like prayer for any needs you might have phone
Jean Strickland (552825) or email
prayer@stmaryswalberton.org.uk

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON CLUB
Well here we are at the start of what we hope
is going to be a healthier and happy New
Year.
Our club hasn’t met since February 2020 but
when we do it’s the 3rd Wednesday of the
month at 2.15pm in the small room at the rear
of the Village Hall.
New Year Greetings to all our members and
friends. Hoping for a reunion before too long.
For further information please contact Ann
Wells 555893
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NOTICEBOARD
GUIDED WALK ON SATURDAY 16TH JANUARY
Did you try the walk featured in the Parish News
last month? If you did not and would prefer to
explore in the company of others, you are
invited to join a guided walk around that route
on Saturday 16th January. We shall leave the
village hall at 10.00 and it will take about 2 hours
- if you prefer a shorter walk, please join us at
Binsted Church at 10.30.
Peter Brown

Foodbank Donation

s

Don’t forget, you ca
n still donate items to
the
Foodbank. The need
continues and ‘The Vi
lla
ge
Florist’ have offered
to collect items on an
ongoing basis. See th
e notice on their door
.
Thanks very much.
Remember

tinned fish, meat, fru
it, veg, and dry food
pasta including pasta
s like
toilet rolls and napp sauces, cereals, also toiletry items,
ies. No fresh food pl
ease.

CRISP PACoKaETnoStice appeared asking

in a
Some months ag
packets for recycling
residents to leave crispge, The Street.
box outside Elm Cotta
d that
tiative has ceased an
It appears that the ini ving empty packets instead
people have been leairy Lane.
at Elm Cottage on Da
the
WRONG address and
Please note this is the meaning residents please to
owners would like wells another way!
dispose of the packet
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PRAYER DIARY FOR JANUARY
Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be
exalted in the earth. Psalm 46:10

St Mary’s
* Let us commit ourselves to the Lord in this year ahead seeking his
guidance and direction as we seek to serve Him.
Our Community
* Pray for God’s blessing on homes in Barnham Lane and Burch
Grove.
* Pray for the safety and wellbeing of the residents at Walberton
Place Care Home and for all who work there.
* Pray for those who are lonely and feel isolated; may we be aware
of those in need in our community.
Our Nation
* Pray for the logistics of rolling out the vaccination programme and
for those who will work long hours to make this possible.
* Pray for businesses navigating the changes governing trade with the
EU from 1 January.
* Pray for those of all ages who are experiencing increased mental
health issues and pray that they may be able to access appropriate
support.
* Pray for the passage of the Environment Bill through Parliament
which will set clear targets for air quality, nature, water and resource
management to reach net zero emissions by 2050.
The World
* Pray for international cooperation and fairness in the distribution of
vaccines.
* Pray for a smooth transition of power in the USA and for healing of
divisions in society.
* Pray for endurance for mariners still at sea and away from their
families long beyond their original contracts as a result of Covid-19
restrictions.
* Pray that the peace deal recently agreed between Armenia and
Azerbaĳan over the Nagorno-Karabakh region would hold.
The Church
* Pray for churches, charities and community groups giving practical
support to low-income families and pray the government would
provide a comprehensive and just solution to lockdown debt.
If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has gone, the new
has come. 2 Cor 5:17.
* Pray we may be a Christ-centred church, it is his Church not ours,
his ministry not ours. Pray for Christ’s ministry in each of us and in the
many different expressions of church.
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THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE FOR
YOUR ADVERT
You can advertise here
from £70 pa for a onequarter page colour ‘inside page’ advert.
For further details please contact the Editor
Details available on page 56

For All Your Plumbing
Needs
● Bathroom & Kitchen Installation
● Complete Heating Systems
● Boiler Breakdowns, Replacement
& Servicing
● Power Flushing
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The Binsted Bugle
THE IMPORTANCE OF ST MARY’S BINSTED
In June this year I applied to Historic England for the listing of St
Mary’s Church to be changed from Grade II to Grade II*. They were
interested, but said they couldn’t visit at present because of Covid.
The application included a brilliant article supporting the change by
historian Martin Jones. Here are some highlights:
‘For a small single cell church, St Mary’s punches well above its
weight. Historically, it holds unusual evidence of the violence of the
Reformation and Victorian industrial technology. Architecturally, its
Romanesque font and wall painting fragments are important in their
own right while the complex influences they illustrate add additional
significance.’
The sawn-off Rood Screen
The ‘unusual evidence’ of the violence of the Reformation is the
sawn-off ends of the 14th-century Rood Screen (see photos below).
‘Binsted allows us to glimpse first-hand the dramatic physical
changes that the Reformation forced on England’s parish churches.’

The Victorian restoration
‘The 1867-1869 restoration encapsulates perfectly the ideas of Sir
Thomas Graham (“Oxford”) Jackson RA (1835-1924), a major later
Victorian / Edwardian architect whose work is now increasingly
being appreciated,’ in particular his ‘Ruskin-influenced working
credo that architects are artists, that the arts must be reunited and
that craftsmanship must be revived. Everything was a bespoke
design by Jackson and, apart from a chancel screen, everything
survives intact.’

Key elements were innovative architecturally (the vernacular
chancel arch), artistically (the sunflowers in the East window stained
glass) and technically (the glass chancel pavement).’
The chancel arch is minimal and recalls the timbers of a barn –
enhancing visibility and an early example of relaxing the ‘Gothic’
style.
‘The ‘Good Shepherd’ panel in the East window contains an
extremely early depiction of sunflowers for either the Arts & Crafts
Movement or the Aesthetic Movement. This is five years earlier than
the date usually given for their first appearance.’
‘The glass chancel pavement speaks of the love for industrial
innovation so central to the Victorian world view. …Jackson was
among its earliest champions and at Binsted in 1869 was the first to
use it as flooring.’
Conclusion
‘St Mary’s is not the very
ordinary small rural parish
church of West Sussex it may
seem. Historically and
architecturally, it is an
undervalued heritage asset
that provides material
evidence for significant parts
of England’s history. In turn,
the way these tie this church
into the narrative of
England’s past
establishes valuable
meaning for the local
community. St Mary’s
Binsted is special.’
St Mary’s and the
bypass
5.131 of the National
Policy Statement for
National Networks
states:
‘Substantial harm to or loss of a grade II Listed
Building …should be exceptional. Substantial harm to or loss of
designated assets of the highest significance, including … grade I
and II* Listed Buildings, should be wholly exceptional.’
The Grey route would cause St Mary’s substantial harm – passing
10m from the churchyard wall. If the listing is changed to II*,
Highways England must argue that the need for the Arundel bypass
is ‘wholly exceptional’.

Emma Tristram
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PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL NOTES (3 DECEMBER 2020)
Parish Prayer Day Bishop Michael and the Vicar received many
appreciative comments on the parish day of prayer and fasting for
the community and nation. The spiritual guidance had been helpful
and at least 30 people had visited the church during the day. Thank
you, Bishop Michael.
PCC Giving. Over the last year collections held for charities
amounted to £5,247. In addition, the PCC approved further
donations of nearly £3,000 to these and 5 other charities, to achieve
our ‘giving’ target of 10% of our annual income. The list of charities
will appear in the financial report at the next APCM. Our plate
collections over Christmas will go to Embrace.
Parish Share The PCC approved a pledge of £57,062 for ministry
costs to the Diocese for 2020, an increase of 3% on last year. This
pays for clergy stipends, pensions, NI, housing, training and support.
As a benefice we cover 89% of our gross costs.
Kitchen Servery – our petition for a faculty to refurbish the kitchen
area in the church requires that notice of our application be posted
at the church door for a month. This begins on 4 December. Plans
also to be available on our website.
Covid 19 With the Corona virus in mind, we looked at Risk
Assessments for Christmas services. We agreed that
• We must stick to the 2 metre social distancing rule in church if
children are present without masks.
• We can reduce the distance between adults in masks to 1.5
metres – this means that every 2nd pew can be used instead of
one in three – so freeing up an extra pew in each aisle.
• We can reduce the ‘quarantine’ time between use of pews from
72 hours to 48 hours
• Still no congregational singing inside but singing is permitted
outdoors eg in the churchyard
Trees in the Churchyard Mr John Bentley had recently inspected
and advised on the trees in the churchyard. No major tree work
needed at present. However, the ash trees in particular need to be
monitored, as they are threatened by die back. Mr Bentley
recommends that some new trees be planted soon, so as to be
ready to replace the ashes in 20 - 50 years’ time.
The Pastoral Action Group looked at setting up ‘Buddies’ to make
contact with those in the church community who may be feeling out
of touch during the lockdown periods.
The Outreach Group As capacity in the church would necessarily be
limited for Christmas services, the Outreach Group had been busy
planning some carol singing and a Crib Festival in the church.
Susan Martineau
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WALBERTON VILLAGE HALL

I hope everybody had a good, albeit slightly different, Christmas this
year. I took some holiday for the last two weeks of Christmas which
was a nice break and I was grateful to spend some time with my
family. Many thanks to Jean and the other Trustees for covering for
me, hopefully there wasn’t too much to do!
We opened the Village Hall doors again on the 3rd December and
even though we were placed in tier 2, we were able to welcome a
few groups back that were able to socially distance effectively. This
may be the situation for some months to come but hopefully by
Spring every group will be able to return to the hall.
Even though it was a much quieter Christmas then normal, thanks to
Pre School, the hall still felt very jolly, as the children had made some
lovely decorations and it was great the see the advent window in all
its glory after dark. I didn’t get a chance to see the other advent
windows round the village, but I’m sure they were all wonderful.
As I mentioned in last month’s article, we are planning to hold an
Easter Craft Fair in March. I have now contacted all the stall holders
from last year and I’ve had a very positive response. If anyone
would like a stall please do contact me (details below) there are still
some spaces. I’m hopeful that by March this event will be able to go
ahead and confident that we can make it a safe event for
everybody.
Finally, a big thank you to all the groups that have persevered
throughout this year. With the endless changes to Government
guidelines and the pressures that has brought, your positive attitude
is something to be admired. I do hope that things will get easier for
everybody as we go into 2021 and that the Village Hall continues to
be a support and a steady ship during these difficult times.
If you do wish to get in touch please call on 01243 554448 or email
me manager@walbertonvillagehall.org

Fiona Horton

DID YOU KNOW?
The Food Standards Agency monitor continuously the fitness of the
food we eat? www.food.gov.uk/news-alerts
If you want to explore the extent of their activity try looking up their
website. Currently there are 512 Alerts concerning foods which
have been withdrawn by their manufacturers for various reasons.
Diageo withdrew Guinness 0.0% from sale because of mould presumably insufficient alcohol content to prevent it?!
Tina C.
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BOOKS YOU MAY ENJOY
The Madness of Crowds
by Douglas Murray
For me, one voice of sanity, in what I find an increasingly mad world, is
that of Douglas Murray. By ‘mad world’ I mean a world in which I
have difficulty in understanding many of the motivations, actions, and
words which I experience daily.
Murray is an author, political commentator and intellectual, who
travels and consults widely in search of his material. He is a regular
contributor to many journals and periodicals and is an Associate Editor
of the Spectator. I found this book a complicated but fascinating
and illuminating read. It became a Sunday Times bestseller; the
publication has also been nominated as an audio book of the year for
the British Book Awards.
To quote from his opening paragraph.
“In public and in private, both online and off, people are behaving in
ways that are increasingly irrational, feverish, herdlike and simply
unpleasant. The daily news cycle is filled with the consequences. Yet
while we see the symptoms everywhere, we do not see the causes.”
Published last year, this book investigates those causes. How matters
of sexuality, gender, technology, race and identity have come to
dominate public life, where we seem to have little or no choice over
what we say, or indeed what we are supposed to think.
For example in the section on technology he talks about the use of
search engines – Google – and how the search results we request
may be skewed in favour of certain biases. This is down to the
concept of a new phrase for me, Machine Learning Fairness (MLF)
where your search results are the product of computers learning to
search for and present
what you have asked
about. But the
computer programmes
are devised by humans,
(mainly in or employed
by Silicon Valley), who
will input their own bias
in the interests of
‘fairness’. The result may
give, for example, a
view of history which
may in one sense be
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laudable in its attempt to create ‘fairness’ but only at the expense of
truth. Murray explains this lucidly and understandably. He gives
examples which you can try for yourself.
About race he opens with Martin Luther King’s great moral insight that
his children should one day live in a world where they are judged on
their character not on the colour of their skin. Murray says that
although many have tried to live up to this aspiration there is lately a
movement that rejects Dr King’s dream and ‘insists that content of
character is nothing compared to the colour of someone’s skin’.
Be aware that there are concepts in this book that some might find
difficult. But Murray writes with great intellectual honesty, thought and
knowledge which is difficult to come by in today’s world where it
seems everything is political, and everyone has an ‘angle’.
The book is not a particularly easy read; occasionally I have had to
reread a paragraph to get the sense of it. But perseverance pays as
a light bulb “goes on” practically on every page. He is readable and
provocative and argues his case effectively; but it requires some
concentration.
Patrick Dealtry

COVID-19: WHERE IS GOD IN ALL THIS? (Hot off the press!)
The COVID-19 pandemic has raised a huge complexity of issues,
from feelings of personal anxiety and guilt, through issues of health
care resourcing, to the challenge of facing our own mortality.
This booklet addresses these subjects and offers a vision of hope
rooted in theological reflection that might equip us to live well with
this reality. https://grovebooks.co.uk/collections/ethics/
products/e-199-covid-19-where-is-god-in-all-this . Available from
the Ed. at 30% discount. Contact details on page 56

THANKS FOR THE BOXING DAY WALK
As relative newcomers to Walberton I would like to thank Peter
Brown for introducing us to this walk. (December Parish News p.28)
Not waiting until Boxing Day, Carpe Diem is definitely the motto, Bill
and I set out on Saturday morning. The instructions were clear and
easy to follow and the walk itself was most enjoyable. For me
the highlight of the walk had to be the discovery of the
Madonna Pool, complete with Shrine.
Returning home the very first thing I did was Google for more
information. As a Celt of Scots/ Irish descent, I am always looking
for a good story, I was not disappointed and delighted to discover
the link to ‘Folklore in Binsted Village’, which contained interesting
stories and facts about days gone by in and around Binsted.
A big thank you for the perfect result from your article, a morning's
exercise and a great Christmas Story.
Gretta Ure

See the Noticeboard, page 25, for details of
this walk as a guided walk on January 16th.
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Grants

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

A27 Arundel Bypass

We are delighted to announce the awarding of Section 137 Grants
totalling £2,670 to eight organisations which help to support our local
community.
• Arun Community Transport
• Citizens’ Advice
• Community Play Centre at Walberton
• Walberton Allotments Association
• Walberton Cricket Club
• Walberton History Group
• Walberton Horticultural Society
• Walberton Pre-School

WalBinFont

We are continuing to work on our plans outlined last month, namely
stopping Grey, supporting our residents where necessary and, should
we be lumbered with the Grey route, trying to obtain the best
possible mitigations. The volunteers in the Highways Working Group
continue to spend a lot of time (together more than 60 hours per
week) behind the scenes working on our analysis. We have also
sought legal advice.
We finally had our landowners call from Highways England at the
beginning of December. We sat and waited for the HE team to join
us. No-one was forthcoming and, after chasing, a lone Assistant
Project Manager was drafted to speak to us with minimal briefing,
unlike the usual panel of three representatives that other affected
residents have encountered. She was unable to answer almost all of
the questions posed, a copy of which is on our web site, but we were
promised a set of written responses. We will publish these on our
website as soon as they arrive. We were extremely disappointed
given that the Parish Council is an affected landowner and a Tier 2
Key Stakeholder.
We urge you to be patient! When more detail is available, we will let
you know how best you can help the campaign to save our villages.

Neighbourhood Plan
Our Examiner has been appointed and will start assessing our Plan at
the end of this month. We are expecting a full report by March and
we aim to be holding the referendum on the final version of the Plan
in May.
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We intend to hold our delayed WalBinFont festival this summer.
Although a large amount of the preparatory work from last year can
be re-used this time, we are still looking for volunteers to assist with
the final details. If you would like to help out, please email Jo
Shackleton at jo.shackleton@walberton-pc.gov.uk or leave a
message for the Clerk on 01243 554528.
We wish you all a Happy New Year!

Remember this from our November edition?
“It is worth taking a few minutes to help protect our villages as the
best place to grow up and grow old”

If you value our village please do as the Parish Council
asks and sign up for the free broadband upgrade offer,
even if you’re not interested, to help so many in our
villages. Remind your friends and neighbours.
https://www.walberton-pc.gov.uk/
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THE CENTIPEDE
A single guy decided life would be more fun if he had a pet.
So he went to the pet shop and told the owner that he wanted to
buy an unusual pet.
After some discussion, he finally bought a Talking centipede, which
came in a little white box to use for his house. He took the box back
home, found a good spot for the box, and decided he would start
off by taking his new pet to church with him.
So he asked the centipede in the box, "Would you like to go to
church with me today? We will have a good time." But there was
no answer from his new pet. This bothered him a bit, but he waited a
few minutes and then asked again, "How about going to church with
me and receive blessings?" But again, there was no answer from his
new friend and pet. So he waited a few minutes more, thinking
about the situation. The guy decided to invite the centipede one
last time. This time he put his face up against the centipede's house
and shouted,

"Hey, in there! Would you like to go to church
and learn about God?"
This time, a little voice came out of the box ,
“I heard you the first time! I'm putting my shoes on!“

PRAYER FOR JANUARY AND A NEW YEAR
May the Lord make my New Year a happy one…
Not by shielding me from sorrow and pain, but by strengthening me
to bear it if it comes.
Not by making my path easy, but by making me sturdy enough to
tread any path.
Not by taking hardship from me, but by taking all cowardice and
fear from my heart as I meet hardships.
Not by granting me unbroken sunshine, but by keeping my face
bright even in the shadows.
Not by making my life always pleasant, but by showing me where
men and His cause need me most and by making me zealous to be
there and to help …
God, make my year a happy one.
—Guideposts magazine (January 1973)
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WALBERTON NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Well the start of a new year and it has to be better than 2020
doesn’t it? I am writing this report pre Christmas and a Covid 19
vaccine has just started to be distributed to hospitals in our area. By
the time you read this I should imagine that quite a number of
people over 80 years of age will have received their jab. Hopefully
Christmas hasn’t increased the pandemic figures by any significant
amount.
Something a little different for this first report of 2021. You all must be
very tired of constantly hearing about fraud and scams, so I am
leaving those until next month as they are still happening and
including the report from our extremely active Police Community
Support Officer (PCSO) Caroline Wilson. This did appear on the
Parish Council Walbinfont website in December, but please bear with
me as not everybody will have read it and it shows just how involved
with our community she has become.

emailed a crime Prevention briefing, with an offer of Tamper Proof
screws for number plates and signs for vans, to the NHW, Parish Clerks
and other interested parties to disseminate far and wide. I'm
pleased to say that I have had a good response and have delivered
quite a number in the area. Please do keep spreading the message
- a large number of the car thefts were from unlocked vehicles and
the message really is the old-fashioned phrase "lock it or lose it".
There was one other crime of note recorded for the village, which
was a burglary to containers on a farm. Officers attended as well as
Scenes of Crime Officers for forensics and investigations are still
ongoing.
One separate matter, I have supplied a number of SLOW DOWN
signs to Andy Peppler at his request and there will be more coming. I
have also been out on foot patrol in the villages meeting residents. If
there is anything I can help you with, please do not hesitate to
contact me or pass on my email address to residents.
caroline.wilson@sussex.pnn.police.uk
Best Wishes Caroline
Thank you Caroline and may I take this opportunity to wish you all a
healthy and safe New Year.
Laurie King
Neighbourhood Watch Village Co-ordinator.
Neighbourhood Watch Report December 2020

REPORT FROM OUR PCSO CAROLINE WILSON DECEMBER 2020
Dear all,
I hope this report finds you well. Obviously there have been a
number of incidents that have happened in the village over the past
two months and I just wanted to give you a quick update.
We had 4 crimes recorded relating to the thefts from vehicles, and
11 other calls recorded regarding suspicious behaviour which
includes the male seen on CCTV at various locations trying car doors
etc. We have images from CCTV. There is an operation currently
running regarding the car breaks co-ordinated by PS Holyoake of
the Arun and Chichester Neighbourhood Policing Team, which is
called Operation Bumper. This is including plain clothed patrols at
the relevant times and Directed Patrols of marked vehicles also.
Please impress on residents the importance of reporting all thefts and
suspicious behaviour, however minor, as it is vital that an accurate
picture is built up. This also builds a case for extra patrols.
Walberton, Fontwell and Binsted were not the only villages that were
targeted and there are a number of individuals believed to be
responsible for the different breaks - not one person or group. I
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ARUNDEL AND DISTRICT BRANCH
POPPY APPEAL 2020
THANK YOU
I am very pleased to report that the wonderful
sum of £1,466.52 has been raised in our three
villages – Walberton, Fontwell and Binsted –
during the Poppy Appeal this November.
Given that we were not able to collect door-to-door this year and
only had tins in public areas, this is a fantastic result – thank you so
much to everyone who took the time to pop a donation into a tin.
Once again, a particular mention must be made of Walberton &
Binsted CE School, who filled their collecting tin with an amazing
£271.17 – thank you.
Richard Gooding
Local Organiser
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A LETTER FROM OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD PCSO CAROLINE WILSON
Dear Residents,
As I am sure you are aware, there has been an increase in car crime
recently in this area – thank you to all those that have taken the time
to report this to us. There are a number of Officers now working on
this series of incidents, and every call is vital. I appreciate if you
have not lost anything, or have no CCTV, it seems like a waste of
your time reporting these incidents – but it is important to us. It builds
up a picture of the locations, offences and time frames. It seems
that the majority of incidents have been thefts from insecure vehicles
– please remember to lock your doors! There have also been a few
thefts from garages. Again, these seem to have been from
insecurities, so remembering general security is vital. I have a
selection of Crime Prevention leaflets, CCTV posters, number plate
tamper proof screws etc – please do not hesitate to contact me if
you would like anything.
Continue to stay safe and look out for your neighbours. If you want
to report a crime go to http://www.sussex.police.uk/ and click on
‘Report’ For any advice or concerns, please email me directly on
caroline.wilson@sussex.pnn.police.uk
1. Always lock your car.
Fuelling up or popping back into your house to get something are
perfect examples of how easy it is to turn your back for a moment
and forget your vehicle is unsecured. So get into the habit of locking
your vehicle even if you’re only going to be away from it for a
moment. If you have a car that has a keyless entry system, make
sure your key is away from your car inside the property, or invest in a
secure pouch, known as a Faraday pouch, to keep it in.
2. Secure your number plates with tamper-resistant screws
The easiest way to change the identity of a stolen vehicle or avoid
speeding tickets and parking tickets is to fit stolen number plates.
Using security screws to attach your vehicle’s number plates makes it
harder for thieves to get your number. I have a supply of these, so
please contact me if you would like some, free of charge.
3. Secure anything that’s on the outside of your vehicle
Anything left on roof-racks, tailgate racks, holiday top boxes or in
tool chests are easily stolen when the vehicle is parked. The use of
cable locks, padlocks and self-locking tools chests, which are
secured to the vehicle, makes them more secure, but still, don’t
leave things in them if you can avoid it.
4. Take it with you or hide it
Your mobile phone, coins for the car park, sunglasses, packs of
medication or other items that can earn quick cash are irresistible to
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the opportunist thief. Remember, the cost of replacing a window is
often much more than that of what’s stolen. And it should go
without saying that wallets, handbags, purses and credit cards
should never be left in an unattended vehicle.
5. Hide electrical items and leave no clues
Leaving sat nav mounts, suction cup marks on windows or cables on
view gives it away that you have left a Sat Nav, smartphone or other
device in your car. Even if they can’t see the Sat Nav or iPad they
might still break in to see if it’s stored in the car, out of sight.
6. Tool theft from vans
Vans are often targeted by thieves for the tools stored inside. If you
have to leave tools in a van overnight, it's a good idea to mark them
clearly with your name / company name and address using paint
pens and seal with a clear lacquer spray. Alternatively, you can use
a variety of other property marking systems. Items that are clearly
marked are less desirable and more difficult to sell on. I have a
selection of ‘No tools are left in this vehicle overnight’ leaflets for
vehicles, again, please contact me if you would like one.
PCSO Caroline Wilson 21888

THE LESSONS OF 2020?
1) Don’t trust Big Pharma. The anti-viral drug Remdesivir was
promoted as the answer to treating COVID-19. It would have
made a fortune for its manufacturer if this had proven to be a useful
drug. But it wasn’t. Cheap as chips Dexamethasone was better.
2) Trust Big Pharma. Tasked with the impossible task of developing a
vaccine against SARS-Cov-2 in a timely fashion Big Pharma
produced little short of a miracle and several vaccines are now
available. AstraZeneca are providing it at low cost to developing
countries.
3) Follow ‘The Science’. The mantra of the early weeks of 2020, we
felt safe in the hands of scientists. They spoke authoritatively, they
gave us information, not always welcome and reassuring but
somehow necessary.
4) Don’t follow ‘The Science’. As any scientist knows there is a wide
variety of views available and contrary opinions were soon being
voiced. Then - Who to believe? Can we believe any of them?
How do we decide which ones to believe?
5) Trust the politicians. They had a handle on this pandemic.
Nightingale hospitals were constructed with breathtaking speed.
They have it all under control. All will be well.
6) Don’t trust the politicians. They relaxed restrictions too fast. They
misjudged the situation at Christmas. They don’t know how it will all
end or when........
Ed.
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Angelcare Wheelchair community transport
A Family run company providing a top quality transport service …
A brand new community transport
service to West Sussex.
We provide transport to and from
all - Medical appointments
- Hair/ beauty appointments
- Work/school runs
- Shopping
- Social and domestic trips
- Day outings

Call today for all bookings on
01243 952400.
Unit F William Booker yard, The
Street, Walberton, Arundel,
West Sussex BN18 0PF

We have wheelchair access cars
available for wheelchair users.
We provide a drive and stay service
where our driver stays with you
and drops you back home safely.

Angelcare Southern Limited
Providing top quality person centred
care for those in their own home

We are a family run domiciliary
care company with a range of
experience in care.

Call today on 01243 952400
www.angelcaresouthernlimited.co.uk

At Angelcare we have a variety
of different services to offer
from personal care and
companionship.
Office; Unit F, William Booker
Yard, The Street, Walberton,
Arundel, West Sussex, BN18 0PF

42

43

A dramatic double rainbow to the west in October. Esther L.
And on a misty day on the South Downs Way above Houghton
this is a ‘fogbow’. (Sent to South Today - Alexis Green confirmed
the name for me, I had called it a ‘mistbow’) Ed.
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FOOT CARE PRACTITIONER
JILL CANAVAN MCFHP (DIP)
Member of the Association of Foot Health Professionals
Routine Treatment Corns, Callosities, Hard Skin
Wax Bath Treatment, Excellent for Tired Feet, Arthritis
Nourishes & Increases Circulation, Softens Skin
HOME VISITS AVAILABLE
PHONE: 01243 553433; MOBILE: 07857 829464

A warm welcome awaits
Kevin & Sue welcome you to stay at their family
run B&B which is set in a lovely large garden.
It is a great base from which to explore West Sussex.
Currently offering 2 ground floor rooms with
personal entrances giving guests a ‘safe’ place
away from home.
Arundel Road, Walberton
Call
or
email
with any questions...
Arundel BN18 0QP
We look forward to hearing from you.
T: 01243 814301
Email: bookings@woodacre.co.uk
M: 07799576294
www.woodacre.co.uk

SHARON’S CLEANING SERVICES
No Time for Cleaning,
Ironing, Bed changing?
Reliable and Trustworthy

Call 07523 747316
References supplied if required.
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PRH Garden Services

Friendly, reliable service. Fully insured.
Services include lawn cutting and care, hedge cutting, fence
repairs, jet washing and all general garden maintenance.
Call Paul: 07772 563065 / 01243 587905 or
Email: prhgardenjobs@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/PRH-Garden-Services

Reflexions
Ladies’ Health and Beauty Therapy Clinic
Indian Facial Rejuvenation, Reflexology, Indian Head Massage,
Thermo-Auricular Therapy (Hopi Ear Candling), Annemarie Borlind Facial
Treatments (New Organic Skin Care), Manicure, Pedicure, Waxing, Lash & Brow

Tinting. Gift Vouchers Available.
For more information or an appointment call Pam on Fontwell (01243) 814648
Ladies Only
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“Beauty on the outside comes from the inside”

Local Authority Registered
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Tree surgeons don’t simply cut trees
down. We considerthe health of the tree
and balance what is best for it with any
Tree Preservation Orders and the needs of
its owner before we make any
recommendations. Apart from standard
tree work such as removal, raising or
lowering of the crown, pruning and
branch removal, we offer several garden
services. We are NPTC qualified
(National Proficiency Tests Council) and
have £2m public liability insurance. Like
many tree surgeons we recycle most of
our green waste locally at a specialist
recycling plant. We are based just outside
Arundel and have our own coppice
woodland from where we supply
firewood.
Find us on Facebook
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ASHWOOD TREE
SURGERY
All aspects of tree surgery
Stump removal
Hedge cutting
Fencing
Landscaping & Turfing
1½ & 3 ton mini digger hire
Logs
Free estimates and advice
Covering all of West Sussex
01903 723710
07714 165171
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PARISH NEWS DEADLINE FOR THE FEBRUARY ISSUE
SUNDAY JANUARY10
All contributions must be in by this date, any received after this may be
held over until the next issue. Thank you for your co-operation.
Contributions for the Parish News may be submitted as follows:* email: parishnews@stmaryswalberton.org.uk
* hard copy by post to the Church Office for the attention of the editor

Counselling, Psychotherapy, Mindfulness
With experienced local therapist Amanda Ashman-Wymbs
BA(Hons) Counselling Bacp accredited and registered
(British assoc for Counselling and Psychotherapy)
Tel 01243 814507 Mob 07790215127
amandaashman@hotmail.co.uk

Church Office:- William Booker Yard, The Street, Walberton,
Arundel, BN18 0PF

Tel. 01243 552792

(opposite Walberton & Binsted CE Primary School)
Office Hours:- Tuesday to Friday 9.00am-11:00am email:
walberton.stmarys@uwclub.net
Out of Office Hours:- Rev. Tim Ward, St. Mary’s Vicarage,
The Street, Walberton,
Arundel, BN18 0PQ

Tel. 01243 551488

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Free delivery in Walberton, Binsted and Fontwell
If you would like to receive a copy of the Parish News each
month please fill in your name and address below and send it to:The Church Office, William Booker Yard, The Street, Walberton, Arundel,
BN18 0PF
EMAIL......................................................
NAME .............................................................TEL. NO................................................
ADDRESS......................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................
POST CODE......................................................

Annual subscription up to Dec. 31st ~ £6.00 or £13.00 by post (if
you live outside of Walberton, Binsted or Fontwell)

New price from 1 January £10 or £18 by post
Cheques payable to Walberton PCC
Or by BACS Account Name: Walberton PCC Sort Code: 60-01-18
Account Number: 67502865 Ref: ‘PNEWS (your surname)‘
If paying by BACS please email your details (Name, Address, ‘Phone
number and Post Code) to:
Susan Martineau, Parish News Distributor
Tel: 01243 555778 email: susan@edmart.plus.com
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CONTACTS

All numbers start with 01243 unless otherwise stated

VICAR OF WALBERTON AND RECTOR OF BINSTED:
Rev. Tim Ward
551488
Church Office: (Tuesday to Friday 9.00am - 11.00am)
552792
e-mail: walberton.stmarys@uwclub.net
Office Administrators
Jill Whitelock
Carole Edwards

ST. MARY’S WALBERTON
Parish Readers:

Julie Allday
544615
Kevin Durban-Jackson
542222
Deanery Reader:
Esther Langrish
551704
Assistant Bishop:
Rt. Rev. Michael Langrish
551704
Churchwardens:
Jean Strickland
552825
Steven Phillips
828346
Assistant Churchwardens: Andy Blumer
945491
Kevin Durban-Jackson
542222
PCC Secretary:
Helen Hines
587636
PCC Treasurer and Gift Aid: Tom Evans
544672
Bell Ringers:
Colin Spencer
824952
Organist/Choir Leader:
Andrew Naylor
07973 800796
Church Flowers List:
Elizabeth Gammon
01903 882722
Pauline Blumer
945491
MU Secretary:
Jean Lane
544204
2nd Thursday of the month, 2pm e-mail:bernardlane@hotmail.com
Pastoral Coordinator
Gaye Reynolds
552415

Assistant Churchwarden:
PCC Secretary:
PCC Treasurer:

Carolyn Coles
Penny Hadley
Kate Mills
Sue McNaughton
Edward Martineau

814608
07771 554755
07925 982432
543410
07725 033763

PARISH NEWS:
Editorial and Advertising:

John Pilling
553441
e-mail:
parishnews@stmaryswalberton.org.uk
Distribution & Subscriptions: Susan Martineau
555778

OTHER LOCAL CONTACTS
Walberton Baptist Church:
Pastor Ray Brinkley
542388
Walberton Parish Council:
Chairman:
Suzanne Clark
543766
Clerk:
Andy Peppler
554528
e-mail: clerk@walberton-pc.gov.uk
Office opening hours: Tuesday & Thursday 9.00am to 12.30pm
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All numbers start with 01243 unless otherwise stated

Walberton Village Hall:
Secretary:
Maureen Brackley
Hall Manager:
Fiona Horton
(For bookings and enquiries) e-mail manager@walbertonvillagehall.org
Neighbourhood Watch Walberton Co-ordinator:
Laurie King
551938/07710 521373
Village Friends:
07925 217843
Community Minibus Service:
Mary Lewis
552292
Cherry Jay
551818
Walberton, Binsted & West Barnham Sick Poor Fund:
Secretary:
Vanessa Church
554872
Walberton & Binsted C of E School:
Head Teacher:
Laura Brockhurst
551398
PTA Co-chair:
Emma Huxtable, Natalie Hollands
PTA Secretary:
Hélène Martin
Walberton Pre-School:
Helen Baxter
555922
Mandy Foulds
555922
Community Playcentre @ Walberton:
Chairman:
Catherine Purdie
931848
info@communityplaycentre.org
Playcentre Manager:
Kelly Townsend
931848
kelly.townsend@communityplaycentre.org
Walberton Toddler Group:
Emily Turner/Cathryn Rahaman 930090

CLUBS & SOCIETIES:

ST MARY’S BINSTED
Churchwardens:

CONTACTS

Downland Art Society:

Alison Woodward
07779 111187
web site: www.downland.org
Joanna Williams
551524
Alan Gess
554179
Liesma Mezulis
l.zulis@btinternet.com
Chairman: BJ Smith
07712 893155
Stuart Thorne
545424

Five Village Society:
Short Mat Bowls Club:
Walberton Allotments Association:
Walberton Cricket Club:
Walberton Cub Scout Colony:
The Art Society Boxgrove:
General Enquiries (Chair):
Marian Webb
Membership:
Elaine Clarke
Walberton History Group:
Chairman:
Vince Cooper
Membership Secretary:
Andy Gilham
Walberton Horticultural Society:
Liz Hewson - Hon Treasurer
Walberton Players:
Secretary:
Jane Hayler
Wednesday Afternoon Club:
Secretary:
Anne Wells
3rd Wednesday of the month 2.15pm

01903 884442
555644
551544
681470
07785 307487
552882
555893
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S.D.L. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
An award-winning Chartered Building Company
with a well-deserved reputation
for professionalism, reliability, high quality
craftsmanship and project management skills.
Experienced in all types of building projects,
from large commercial to sensitive renovation
of listed buildings, bespoke new-builds,
extensions and refurbishments.
Hungerdown, Brittens Lane, Fontwell,
West Sussex BN18 0ST Telephone 01243 542056
Email martin@msbc.uk.com www.msbc.uk.com

Guttering

Patios Laid

Plastering

Painting

Decorating

Fencing

Building Work

Renovation

Groundworks

Cleaning of Conservatories, Patios and Driveways
NOW A MEMBER OF
THEFEDERATIONOF

Established for Over 20 Years
Fully Insured (£2 Million Public Liability)

MASTER TRADE

Call Simon NOW on:

m: 07760 268 091

�

t: 01243 605 612

For more information and testimonials please visit our website:

www.sdlbuildingservices.co.uk

Warren Vaughan
PAINTING & DECORATING
For a Professional Decorating Service
Free Quotations and Advice
Mobile - 07813 325838
Telephone - 01243 551595

Sefton, Manser Road
Walberton, ARUNDEL
West Sussex, BN18 0AW

Big firm quality – Small firm prices
Digital TV&Radio * Satellite dishes * TV&Phone sockets
FreeView&FreeSat * TV/DVD setup * Aerial repairs * TV wall hanging
RE-TUNES * SkyHD & SkyQ * Free quotes * Insured & Guaranteed No
call out charge * +30 yr exp * Family run business

01243 545697
www.aerialman.com
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BYGONE GARDENING
TRADITIONAL GARDENING SERVICES
Trained at Goodwood Estate, working
under the guidance of The Head
Gardener, and now with over fifteen
years of practical experience, Samuel
Eggins offers the same Traditional Skills
as those learned by generations before
him.
Working with some of the most
influential gardeners has led to a wealth
of knowledge, which he brings to all
projects.
A Full Member of The Professional
Gardeners Guild.
Fully insured.

Contact Samuel on
01243 828348 / 07786323034
bygonegardening@gmail.com
www.bygonegardening.com
7 St Johns Close, Aldwick, West Sussex,
PO21 5RX

THIS SPACE IS
AVAILABLE FOR
YOUR ADVERT
You can advertise
here
from £90 pa for a
onequarter page colour
advert.
For further details
please contact the
Editor
Contact details available on
page 56
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